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N y Lok 4 | 
HE great propriety of the 
preſent Addreſs is at once the- 
beſt and only apology I can make 
for it. Ihave not, indeed, the ho- 
out of es pes ſonall 7 known 
8 9": 3 to 


E 
to your Lordſhip, conſequently 
have no private favours to boaſt, 
no particular acts of friendſhip 
to acknowledge. But I have, my 
Lord, obligations of a much big 
nature, thoſe of a whole commutiity 
in general, who owe, in a great 
mealure, their brighteſt glory, as 
well as their principal protection, 
i of your Lordſhip) s victorious ſword, 


However "obſcure, then, my 
nidation may be in life, yet, there 
being few things, my Lord, which 
J more deteſt than flattery, it gives 
me a very ſenſible pleaſure, that I 
can fay nothing on this occaſion, 
in which the whole nation will 
not moſt readily 3 Join me. Should 
I point out to them the . 


tr) 


of Germany in Arminius, the world 
will inſtantly direct me to your 
Lordſhip, as his ſecond. Should 
I ſhow them the hero intrepid in 
action, yet cool and untuffled 
amidſt all the horrours of fight, 
here again their eyes will naturally 
be turned towards your Lordſhip. 
Should I deſcribe to them the ra- 
pid warriour, by his valour heap- 
ing up plunder in the field, yet 
diſtributing it as profuſely among 
the ſoldiery, here the picture will 
be ſaid to be no one's but your 
Lordſhip's. In whatever light, 
then, we view it, whether of the 
Patriot, the Hero, the gallant Sol- 
dier, or the generous Commander, 


your Lordſhip and Arminius are 


Rik the ſame ; the ſame in 58 3 
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| magnanimous contempt of riehes ; 
the ſame in your ardent zeal for 


glory; the fame in your noble 
. DN for liberty; ; and, what is 


fill more, becauſe not always 
found in a warriour, the ſame in 


humanity. This laſt virtue, my 


Lord, your own ſoldiers alone 
can ſufficiently tell. They beſt. 


know the hand that has relieved 


them under ſo many preſſing ne- 
ceſſities. They only can ſpeak the 


care to which they have been in- 


debted for ſo many ineſtimable ac- 


commodations under the moſt ri- 
gorous diſtreſſes. They acknow= 


ledge in your Lordſhip at once the 


ſteady General, and the amiable 
Commander; the compaſſionate 722 


tener of * row an * 2 
| | „ 5 7 FO 
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1 vil 1 
dent exaftor. of mi airy 4 einne. 


Here again, my Lord, you re- 
ſemble Arminius. Like him we 
ſee you commanding with eaſe, yet 
ruling without ſeverity. And to 
preſerve dignity amidſt condeſcenſion, 
to maintain authority unembittered 
by puniſhment, at the fame time 
that it is the beſt proof of the 
goodneſs of heart, is the ſtrongeſt 
argument that can be given in fa- 
vour of the talents, of a Seneral. 


' x2 cati, my Lord, add another 
very juſt ſubject of praiſe, - This 
is, that amidſt the diſſenſions with 
which this poor kingdom is at 
135 unhappily diſtracted, your 

ordſhip's name is preſerved in- 
violate, and no rancorous pen, from 

a . A 4 N either 
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| Ather fide, caſts the "ROAR 
reflection on the e 'of 
. arid 


That your Lordſhip; ko "ons 
ſo often fought the battles of Ger- 
inan Princes with ſucceſs, and at 
the moſt dangerous periods flown 
to their aſſiſtance, would now be 

pleafed to take one more German 

Prince, Arminius, under your pro- 
tection, is the nn requeſt of, 


My Lord, 
Tour 4-9 ip's $ 


moſt Scans Aber, 


£ and very reſpectful ſervant, | 
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Should have but a very flender opi- 
nion of the reader's taſte, and of that 
of all Germam, were I to draw up a long 
formal Preſace, in commendation of the 
work which 1 have now the honour of | 
* publiſhing. Virgil's reid ſtood in as little 
need of any recommendations 'at Rome as 
the 7/iad and the Oaulß had before in 
Greece; and the Henriade in France, 2 
the Codſrey, or the Feruſalem Freed, 
| | Tal, were ſoon in every body's ne 
without any ſuch preamble, - Paradiſe Laſt 
Wen had long mouldered in the book- 
feller” s warehouſe, ſo 2s ſcatee to be any 
| longer remembered, when two perſons, 


ot more £m for their rank than 
| TS | 4 litera ; 


: 
\ 


* PREFACE. 


n ., undertook to convince their 5 


It in 
countrymen of the excellency of that poem 5 | f bleaſ 
and this they did ſo effectually, that Eng- pie 
land; for A long times was brought to be- 4 epti 
lieve, or at leaſt to ſay that they believed | deſer 
: what, without ſuch powerful recommen- SE { 
dations, they would never have thought the 
of: and fhould a perſon of quality, of the 
equal rank and literature, ariſe and ſhow ws 

| his countrymen the contrary, or a fortu- 


| beat 
nate poet diſtinguiſhed himſelf for a ſtile | 


the reverſe of that of the Miltonick muſe, 
all the ſuppoſed beauties of Paradiſe 1 | 
would vaniſh or be loſt in the croud of its 
We not to ſay groſs faults. 6 


But at preſent my concern is not wich 
Milton : Arminius is neither a Paradiſe Loft, 
nor an imitation of it, and thus does not 
| Rand in need of the like aids for brioging 


* Lord ee 8 Mr. Addiſon, i 2 180 
tary of ſtate. | 
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1 t into vogue. I alſo acknowledge, with 
4 pleaſute, that neither my ſtation nor my 
bilities are ſuch as to gain a favourable re- 
eption in Germany to what did not really | 
4 deſerve it. But happily Arminius wants 5 
: no ſuch panegyriſt: : the authour treads i in 

me ſure veſtiges of the greateſt poet of 

che age, and the beſt among the moderns, 
] and has adorned his work with all thoſe 
WH beauties which thoſe ſublime patterns of ge- 


nius render to the nature of the times in- 
troduced into their poems. 


The choice of his hers is judicious, and 
his conduct of the poem ſuitably executed. 
| One of the laws of criticiſm is; that a 
poet is to make choice of a hero of his 
own country, and in whoſe reputation a 
whole nation is intereſted. © This hero like- 
Wiſe muſt have performed ſome exploit 
highly advantageous to his country, both 
in itſelf, and in Its conſequences- This, 


Homer, 


* 
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Mm PREFACE, 1 
PP Vigil, Taſſo, and Mr. Paltaire have 


| obſerved: the wrath of Achilles in the Iiiad 
at length terminates in a reconciliation with 


Aecanemnen, the conſequence of which is, ö 


khat the Greets obtain great advantages 


over the Trojans. The return of Ulyſſes to 


Lbaca delivers Penelope and Telemachus from 


their turbulent gueſts, and reſtores the tran- 
duillity of the Kingdom. The conqueſt 
of Feruſalem by Godfrey of Bouillon frees the 
facred pee ram the Saracen poke, and | 


a > 


The taking of Paris by Hu the Great, 


- gives peace to all France, and puts an end 
to the civil war which had raged there. 


So Arminius, by: his victory over Varus, rel. 
cues Germany from the oppreſſions of the ö 
inſatiable Romans, 2 loſs. greater than any g 
the emperour Auguſius, otherwiſe ſo fortu- | 
nate, ever met with, as coſting him three 
legions, and a gteat number of auxiliaries, | 
ven. ant all ome: Was: in conſterna - 
n Vm, 
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Bon, 204 the emperour himſelf laid it ſo 
to heart, that more than once be ran his 
bead againſt a wall, crying dut, with all the 
wildneſs of deſpair, 5 Varun Varus, re- 
5 ſtore me my e 


| 


* s 


This aut of Gerniania's heroſck de- 
liverer well deſerved to be tranſmitted to 
poſterity, and this juſtice has been doe 
| him by the pens of the Romans themſelves, 
| as well as by modern foreign hiſtorians, for 
| count Bunau, our Livy, and counſellour 
Maſcov, our Saliſt, and other writers of 
| our own I omit, as their teſtimony might 
| be fuſpeed; even foreign hiſtorians, I ſay; 
allow this victory over the Romans to 
have been a moſt heroick exploit, and from 
| among them 1 ſhall here produce two wit» 
neſſes of unqueſtionable veracity, The firſt 
is, the celebrated Muratori, who, in his 
| hiſtory of Ttaly, book i. writes thus: . Va- 
60 745, mw had come poor into the opu- 
"0 „ 
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CC lent province of Syria, and left it ex | I 
_ tremely rich, thought of taking the ne 1 
56 meaſures in Germany, treating the people © | 
« as ſlaves, and by all poſſible means 
( draining them of their ſubſtance; he 
« even went about to bring them into 
„ « abſolute ſubjection, and to obtrude the 
& Roman cuſtoms on them, Theſe pro- 
93 ceedings incited many to enter into 2 
cc conſpiracy againſt him. Arminius, ſon 
te to Siegmar, a youth of great ſpirit, and 
« one of the principal perſons in thoſe 
40 parts, as alſo a freeman of Rome, and 
* who had been advanced to the knight- 
4 hood, was one of the moſt forward in 
« animating his countrymen to aſſert their 
6 liberty. As their hatred increaſed, the 
« more active were they in preparing for 
4 revenge, in the mean time making a 
« great ſhow of affection and fidelity to 
4 Parus's perſon, and of ſubmiſſion and 
66 OE to his orders. This fein t © 


f 66 
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far impoſed on him, that he treated 


te the information given him, from more 


* than one hand, of ſecret plots carrying 


te on againſt the Romans, as fiftitious and 
9 groundleſs fuſpicions, and took no pre- 
cautions againſt ſuch an event. When, 

& ag had been agreed on, ſome remote 
v6 German nations roſe in arms, Duintilius 
4c Varus marched againſt the enemy with 

5 T his army, and a vaſt train of military 

ce ſtores. le had with him three legions, 
& (each compoſed of 6000 men) as many 
ce ſquadrons of horſe, and ſix corps of au- 
ce xiliaries, making in all above 22,000 
ce ſoldiers, and who, for bravery and expe- 
#* rience, were looked upon to be the fineſt 


i troops Rome had ever ſent into the field, 


9 90 . and his father Silewer had 

ze remained behind, under pretenſe of raiſ- 
© ing their people, and bringing them to 
« 2 4 arus; but the route of the Raman: 
4 | | cc * lying 


ww PREFACE, 
« lying through foreſts and pathleſs wilds, 
< ſo that they could not march in order, 
« the Germans ſuddenly fell upon them, 
and began a terrible laughter, | The ac- 


<< tion laſted three days, and ſo greatly to 


« the diſadyañ̃tage of the Romans, that ve- 
t ry few eſcaped the rage of their enemies, 


« for the mountainous nature of the coun- 


by did not admit of their forming in 


e order of battle, or of uſing their wea- 


“ pons in any regular defenſe. Varus and 


4“ his principal officers, after receiving ma- 


66 ny wounds, killed themſelves to ayoid 


44 falling into the enemy's hands. The 


«Germans took all their ſtores and bag- 
* gage, together with the Roman eagles 


« and enſigns. This bloody action, Ta- | 
6 citus ſays, was fought-in Teutenburg fo- 


AL reſt; but, according to the general opi- 


5 nion, on the ſpot where at preſent ſtands 
6% Detmold, in the county of Lippe, not 
% far from Padervorn. | RA | 
: 2, #6 There 


RO | 
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ce Tbere is no expreſling the MO and 
3 cc“ terrour which this news occaſioned in 
4 c Rome; it was apprehended that the Ger- 
«mans might. be incited to greater enter- 
ce priſes, that they might endeavour to _ 

„ the Rhine, or ſpirit the Gauls to join - 
U «© them, and march for Italy. But nobody | 

& was more affected with this misfortune 
& than Auguſtus, letting his beard and hair 
&« grow for ſome months; and even, with 
&. the appearance of inſanity, running his 
& head againſt the doors of his apartment, 
& and calling out on Varus to re/tore ha 
% legions. This was a ſtroke the Romans 
| & were, not accuſtomed to; and ſince the 
| 6 defeat of Craſſus in Aſia, their arms had 
46 met with no misfortune any thing like 
| 66. it,” £ Thus far Muratori. 8 


Tbe account of theſe tranſactions given 
by the Reverend M. Barre, ſecretary to the 
univerſity of Paris, is Rill more particular, 
66 A young 


Vor. I. 3 


PREFACE. 


" : "I N 
+ 


«A young Gere 55880 Hermann, but 
by the Romont called Arminius, was fa- 
„ mus: fot” his Courage, fagacity and ge- 

d nius; he determined to àvail himſelf of 
Varurs miſconduct, for recovering the 
ancient libetties' of bis country; he bad 


« ſerved ſome time in the Roman armies, 
<« àAnd had been made 4 freeman of Rome 
by Hignſtui, in order to quali lify him for 
the Enighthood'; and the emperour fur- 
«6 ther al6wed® him to be entruſted wich 
the command bf a legion, or even of a 
6“ large body of men. At "firſt he did'n 10 
e openly abüſe the confidence placed in in 
ce b er e his behaviour to circum- 
© ſtances: When Be had to deal with other 
& nations than Germans, he carryed on the | 
c war" vigorduſly, and did the Romans no- | 
« table ſervice : but it was other wiſe againſt 
<& the Germans ; lf he found them too weak 
4e to take head again nſt bim. he contrived 
845 ſome OP" or other to give! them time 9 
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PREFACE. xix 
<«. and opportunity to decamp: or when 
<, this could not be well done, he con- 
tented himſelf wich / making them priſon- 
ers, at the ſame time omitting nothing 
e to make their captivity. eaſy, and conniv- 
ec ing at their eſcape. He often let ſlip 
|  &. certain victory, when it would have been 
4 dettimental to his countrymen; and 

„ though he might evidently have defeated 
„ them, yet he premeditately involved 

„ himſelf” in difficulties, which in appear- 
| s ance ſeemed merely accidental, and out 
of which he could clear his troops, if 
« not by regular, at leaſt by well. contrived 
e motions, whereby he always gained no 
* leſs honour, than by victory. The Ro- 
& mans had ſuch high ideas of Arminius, 
« that- nobody ſuſpected him of any ſiniſ- 


| © ter views in all his diſpoſitions; a battle 


e dexterouſly avoided, or a retreat 'well- 
conducted, gained him no leſs confidence 


a 2 . than 
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60 than whe. entire defeat of the enemy, 
He endeavoured to acquire the love and 
« eſteem of the men under him ; thus, .in- 
<< ſtead of arrogating to himſelf alone the 
6 glory of ſucceſs, he allowed the whole 
cc legion a ſhare, and particularly the offi- 
& cers; if he obſerved in them any ſingu- 
es lar act of courage or prudence, he was 
0 the firſt to make it known, and never 

« failed acquainting the commander in 
« chief with it. In the diviſion of the 
cc booty, he never claimed any preference; 
c and even what fell to his lot, he diſtri- 

&© buted among the ſoldiers. | | 


— 


„ In the mean time, he wiſhed for no- 
cc thing more than an opportunity of quit- 
ce ting the Roman army to ſerve his coun- 

. In this reſolution he was ſtrength- 
& ened by the repeated ſolicitations of ſome 
3 of his German relations. - On every op- 
why nn of ann to him in private, 
they 


C0 


5 
4% 


« 


they repreſented to him the calamities 


under which Germany groaned, conjur- 
ing him to break thoſe chains, with 
which Druſus and Tiberius had bound 


it. This made ſtrong impreſſions on 
Hermann; but the danger of being diſ- 


covered by the inadvertency of an ac- 


complice, obliged him to conceal his 
deſign under the cloſeſt diſſimulation; 
thoſe who talked to him on that head, 


he adviſed to conſider the great danger 
of attempting to throw off the yoke of 


ſuch a formidable power as Rome; and 


that any movement, tending that way, 
would only ſerve: to irritate Augu/tus, 


who, under the pretenſe of chaſtiſing 


this revolt, and Keeping them in obe- 


dience, would ſpare neither their ſub- 


ſtance nor lives: that hitherto his go- 
vernment had been tolerably mild and 
eaſy, and when it became | in the leaſt op- 
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. <6 preflive, he would not fail to uſe all 
„ tbe intereſt he had with the emperour, 
& to procure them redreſs, „ 


7508 Is this ſtate of things, he receives 
©. an exhortation from Marbod to head the 

C6 Oberuſci, who had offered to chooſe him 
ce their leader. Hermann determined to 
&« cloſe with the offer; he thought he 
“might confide in ſome of his friends who 
& ſerved among the Romans ; : but one of 
them, named Segefthes, a German, dif- 

« cloſed the whole affair to Varus, Who, 

18 however, looked on it as a piece of in- 

of formation that was utterly improbable. 
a In the mean time matters ripened ; Her- 
% mann, grown weary, of delay in the exe- 

* cution of his defi ign, withdrew, attended 
* by his friends, and put himſelf at the 

«© head. of, the Cheruſei, This was no ſooner. 
ſpread abroad, than ſeveral. other tribes. 
1.0 "Joined bim, ſo that in a ſhort time his 
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« party grew very numerous. Varus, to 


prevent any further reinfarcement, im- 


mediately marched againſt him. But 


Hermann had taken his meaſures ſo well, 
that the Roman army fell into every 
ſnare which had been laid for it. He 
had the precaution to poſt himſelf in a 


place that was inacceſſible, excepting 
over mountains and moraſſes; the Ro- 


mans however advanced, which Hermann 


obſerving, ſurrounded them before they 


could form, and made a terrible laughter 


of them. Their army was totally de- 
feated, and Varus, inſtead of ſurviving 
his diſgrace, being alſo wounded, fell 


on his own ſword : his head was cut off 


by a common ſoldier, who carryed it to 


Marbod, the leader of the Marcommani, 5 
by whom it was ſent to Tiberius. 


D 
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« In this aQtion the Romans loſt FRM 
legions, their corps of auxiliary horſe, 
„ . as 
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and ſix cohorts beſides two eagles taken, 
cc 


and a third which was hid by the ſtandard- 


* bearer in a moraſs. It is generally ſup- 


poſed to have happened between the 


Em: and the Lippe, a few miles from 
Paderborn. After this defeat, the Ger- 


mans remaining maſters of the field, fell 


to plundering and maſſacring, and pur- 
ſued the enemy with ſuch fury, that it 
was night before they returned to their 


camp. 


-— 4 The conſternation which this battle 


506 


ſpread over all Itah, and even in Rome | 
itſelf, was beyond deſcription ; ; the uni- 
verſal cry was, All was Joſt! Indeed, 


ſince the defeat of Craſſis, which hap- 


pened ſixty years before, no ſuch afflic- 


. tive and diſgraceful loſs had befallen the 


empire, the three legions being all choſen 
men, and the very flower of the Reman 


Tos Oy for courage 7 experience. Italy 


being 


cc 
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re being now deemed without any defenſe, 
c nobody thought . himſelf ſafe; nothing 
« leſs than an invaſion of the Teutones, the 
Cimbri, the Suevi, or Cheruſci was ex- 
« pected ; their fears roſe to ſuch a height 
in Rome, that guard-houſes were erected 
c in the principal ſtreets to prevent tu- 
c mults, Sc.“ To this the learned au- 
thour adds, that on every anniverſary of this. 
defeat, the emperour always wore mourn 
Ing. 


Now let the reader himſelf judge, whe- 
ther ſo happy and glorious a victory ob- 
tained by a German hero, deſerves not to 
be celebrated in the ſame manner as Achil. 
les is by Homer, and Æneas by Virgil. T he 
gallant Arminius has not wanted admirers, 
encomiaſts, and even poets, who have pre- 
ſerved him from oblivion. 1 paſs over the 
nervous Apology for Arminius, in the learned 

6 Hutten' a 
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P3450) Vis en 5 11. 9 
Hitten's WW It is now upwards of a 


century ſince alittle p piece in 1270 was pub- 
liſhed at Nurenberg with this title, The 
ever memorable Achirvements of that glorious 
Prince Arminius, the Defender of the Ger- 
manic Liberties, exiradted from the Roman 
Hiſtorians, in order to incite the imi tation of 
our young German Herots, and other lovers 
* their country. Towards the cloſe of the 
laft century, the famous Lobenſtein made 
choice of Arminius for the capital hero 
of his Political Romance, which, though 


printed in two large earch had a very 
or ſale. ; 


. the Une time 6 (6604) PTE? at 
| Amſterdam a French tragedy called Armi- 

 nius, by M. Capiftron, and not unworthy 

of the Authour. In 1725, 4 proſe tragedy 
entitled Arminius, was publiſhed alſo i in Ger- 

many, but without the writer's name, or ſo 

much as the place where printed. About 
ten 
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ten years ago, the late profeſſor Schlegel, 
while a ſtudent of Leip/i Fc, perperuated the 
name of Arminius in an elaborate drama- 
tick piece. And Mr. ſecretary Moſer has 
lately paid the like regard to the memory 
of our German hero, as well as at the ſame 


time acquired to bimſelf a very great re· | 


* for m_ 


Nothing more was wanting, 05 that 
an epick poet ſhould exhibit the hero in a 
regular ſpirited poem, that ſo noble an ex- 
5 ample might, if poſſible, revive the al- 
molt extinguiſhed love of our country. 
And what action is in all reſpects fo ſuit- 


able to an epick poem as that of Arminius ? 
Indeed Pfinzing's Theuer dant, compoſed in 


honour of Maximilian, is epick, but the 


language and verſification of thoſe times 


would not admit of a maſter: piece. Hob 


erg, in the laſt century, publiſhed his Or- 


lobert of 3 in 36 books, and thoſe 


l | none 
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none of the Manet; but whether this 
fiAitious hero was not ſufficiently known, 
or the pet wanted fire to illuſtrate his 
feats, the, performance never came to a ſe- 
cond edition, and is now entirely forgotten. 
What P;/tel, in the beginning of the pre- 
ſent century, would have made of his //it- 
tekind of Saxony, appears from the ſpecimen 
publiſhed by his friend M. Meichmann; but 
a work not half-finiſhed, though in itſelf 
of ſome value, and eſpecially in the lau- 
dable intention of maintaining the honours 
of Germany, cannot come into account. 
Thus the ſeat of epick poetry was vacant, 
and Germany longed to fee it filled with 
dignity by a perſon of genius, literature, 
patriotiſm, and elevation, from whoſe per- 
formances it might promiſe itſelf enter- 
| tainment 5 inſtruction. | 


* \ 


Jqpemirit it a happineſs that after having 
above twenty years, in my lectures, private 


* 


diſcourſe | 


- 
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diſcourſe and publications encouraged and in- 


cited my countrymen to ſuch an undertak- 


ing, I now live to ſee my wiſh accompliſh- 
ed ſo much to the honour of Germany ; but 
I efteem it a greater happineſs, that the Au- 


thour, whom I never had the honour of 
knowing perſonally, has been pleaſed to 


chooſe me, as it were, for the confident 
of his baſhful muſe, ſignifying that, ace. 
cording to my Judgement, he would either 
print or ſuppreſs it. It is now about half | 


aà year ſince he tranſmitted it to me quite 


completed, but conſiſting only of ten books, 


and under a feigned name, as the perform 


ance of an acquaintance. A like caution, 
1 may almoſt ſay timidity, (the ſureſt ſign 


of a great genius) induced Virgil to fix up 


an anonymous epigram on the emperour 


Augiſtus againſt his palace, and to wait the 


judgement of the connoiſſeurs before be de- 


clared himſelf the authour. On a cur- 


fory 


* 


24S </ 


|| 
1 
| 
1 
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| 
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ſory peruſal of the poem ſent me, I immedi- 


ately ſaw that the writer, whoever he was, 


had moſt happily ſhowed himſelf poſſeſſed of 


all the talents requiſite for an epick poet. I 
was particularly pleaſed with the choice of 


the hero and the action, and entertained 
with the collateral characters, ſuch as Sieg- 
mar, Varus, Segethes, Tarpeius, Raſtolf, &c. 
I was delighted with the - epiſodes which 


the poet has ſo ingeniouſly connected with 


his capital ſubje& ; I was charmed with the 
ſentiments and manners of his principal 


perſons, both as to their diverſity and pro- 


priety, Laſtly, I was raviſhed with the na- 
tural, the free, the ſublime and glowing ex- 


| preſſion ; ; the fluency, cadence, and harmony 


of the verſe. In ſhort, in this Eſay to- 


 gvards an Heroich Poem, for ſo the Authour 


in his modeſty had been pleaſed to ſtile it, 


7 1 ſaw a German Henriade, to the perfecti 0 n 
of which. nothing was wanting R but. here 


and there a few. gentle touches of the au- 
thour's | 


- - 
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thour's file ; though even in its then, ſtate 


4 pd 1 60 


mY worthy of pub blication. D 


did indeed, according to the permiſ- | 


4 + #x #4 


ſion, or rather the expreſs and repeated de- 
ſire of the authour, ſend him an anſwer, 
which was not one continued panegyrick 


1 Jin 34 in 8 


on his poem; for relying on the candour 
that « diſplayed itſelf j in the many amiable EX= 
| prefſions of his letters, I took the liberty 


iet: "272 


| = offer ſome. advice, and ee objections; z 


AT I 


and many of them, the judicious a and com- 


plaiſant authour h has been pleaſed to ac- 
quieſce i in. T0 the particular honour of his 
modeſty I mention it (a quality very rare 
in a young writer) that he was at the pains 
of Altering, many paſſages i in his work, ac- 


3a 


cording to my opinion, omitting others, 


and at my bare intimation, enlarging the 
poem with two entire books. Which they. 
are is of little importance to know, and it 
will be. difficult to N their poſteriority in, 
point 


* 
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point of time. 80 intimately alſo has the 
judicious authour connected them, that, at 
preſent, it would be next to an impoſſibi- 


lity to detach them from the main þody of 
the poem. 5 


That the reader may be in ſome meaſure 
| enabled to form a better judgement of this 
| work, I muft remind him, that the Epo- 
| | pee is the moſt arduous and the ſublimeſt 
| praduction of all poetry. It is, as it were, 
| the maſter-piece of human genius, and 
| ſcarce a century, I may ſay ten centuries, 
| | have afforded a poet perfectly equal to it. 
Of this almoſt every nation of cultivated 
manners is an inſtance, Greece had but 
one Homer, and Rome but one Virgil, and 
though many in both nations attempted 
ſuch a poem, yet they all failed. The like 
(would the nature of a Preface allow of it) 
might be ſhown to be the caſe of 7taly and 
France. Now, to form a right judgement 
2 of 


' 
| 
| 
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of ſach a wotk, does not lie within every 
one's capacity; this I ſhall illuſtrate with 
| the- words: of the celebrated biſhop Het, 
who in the eighty-third page of his Origin 
of Romances, has theſe words, ©* A book 
te is to be judged of, not ſo much by the 
„ fitimber of the ſuffrages in its favour, 
„ ag by their weight and authority; eve- 
& ry body thinks he has a right to judge 
© of poems and romances. The worth 


« of an epick poem ſhall be peremptorily 
decided only on readir ing a ſimile or de- 


1 


» < ſcription: and a verſe, ſomething harſh, 
TJ 
| ce it, ſhall ſometimes damn it. One ſingle 
us inpatficned love-fpeech ſhall make the 
ce fortune of a romance, while a ſtiff or 


< obſolete ame ruins it. But the 
40. authours of them refuſe to ſubmit to 
« ſuch ht; ; they know that 4 
© right taſte for compoſitions of this ſort, 


as Longinus ſays of the works of elo- 
Vor. I. "8 EE quence, 


though the place and ſubject required 


1 
8 
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«quence, is the laſt fruit of a very long 
& acquaintance with them: they remem- 
e ber Ciceros maxim, that the worth of a 
poem is what very few are "ger of 5 
< and that Horace * 


Non quivis videt immodulata poemata 
5 


* and like the actreſs, who being pelted 
44 by the populace, appealed to the appro- 
cc bation of the quality, without being diſ- 
7 turbed at the brutality of the former : 
ce fo the ſatisfaction of a good poet con- 
& ſiſts in pleaſing perſons of taſte, who 
6s judge wholely by other rules. Now thoſe 
« rules are known to ſo very few, that a 
6 good judge is as rare as a good poet, or 
% a good romance-writer : and among the 
& ſmall: number of thoſe who are judges of 


& werſe, ſcarce one is to be met with who is 


a judge of ns or fo much as knows that 
60 ver ſe 


e verſe and 21 are two » ting aur 4 3 
ferent.” 

ary hough (to u te gti theſe 
rules of the ſublimeſt Branch of poetry are 
ſo far a poetical myſtery, that ſcarce. one 
or two among a thouſand Iterati have any 
knowledge of them, and even of a hundred 
poets very few underſtand them, I will here, 
for the better reception of Arminius, lay 
them open; but this I do only on condi- 


tion, that my readers ſhall attentively en- 


deavour to penetrate into the intrinſick 
value of this poem, and diſcover its real 
beauties, not barely contenting themſelves 
with the LORE. | 


R - 
* 


An Berctek poem, or an epopee, is the 
imitation of a ſignal act of heroiſm of a 
prince or eminent perſonage, undertaken 
by a poet for the illuſtration of ſome im- 
portant da truth, and exhibited in an 

d 2 2 ample 
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ample vramatick narrative, To this de- 
ſcription I ſhall ſubjoin a few Illuſtrations. 


= Po SV: 1 in general, being an imita- 


fion of nature, and, chiefly, of human at- 


rigps,, {p Pkeyjſe 8 its, chief production: 
if a ports: in general, deſerihes his objects 
in an harmonious, lively, and fluent com- 
pobitien, © bers, by a) lively. and barmo- 
nous narrative, he lays before the reader 
I whole egurſe of ſome important event; 
it is in this manner that Arminius's victory 
n Raman is deſcribed. 


5 „* The object of bis imitation N is 
not the hero himſelf, but his conduct. It 
would be a fault to relate the whole life 
of, a hero, from the cradle to his death, as 
many Scriptores Gcli have hne. What 
the port i is to imitate, muſt be one im- 
portant. aftion of his hero, and this entire, 
that 15 ere yith Its principal connec- 

tions: 


* ; SY © . 
2 443 7 a a 
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tions : thus the battle FagHt by Arminius 
againſt Varus, is circumſtantially mentioned. 
The reader has before his eyes all the pre- 
paratives, diſpoſitions; and incidents; he 
alſo ſees the final event of it even to Va- 
#itf's death: thus the fable or narrative 
here is entire and complete; and as Maphei 
committed a great errour in adding a thir- 
teenth book to the Æneid, carrying on the 
hiſtory to Zneas's death, ſo would it have 


been a fault in Arminias to have lengthened | 


the fable beyond the iſſue of the capital 
action. 


Ul. Epick poems are of two kinds, the 
pathetick and moral; the former are thoſe 
in which the paſſions predominate; ſuch" as 
Homer's Iliad, where the wrath of A bil. 
les is the ſpring of all events. The moral 
is founded on events ariſing from virtue 


and rationality ; of this kind is the Oc, 
wherein Les reſolutely braves dangers and 


b 3 hard- 


x 
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hardſhips in his endeavours to return to his 
kingdom of Ithaca, his wife Penelope, and 


his ſon Telemachus, till he happily accom- 
pliſhes his deſire, which was entirely in cha- 
racter as king, huſband, and father. Now 
here every thing goes on quietly under the 
calm guidance of reaſon, without any over- 
in ſtorms of rn | 


; If "Homer, in two epick poems, has g- 
ven us models of both kinds, Virgil, with 
| ſtill greater art, has united both in one 
poem; the firſt half of the Eneid repre- 
ſenting the hero in the ſame, circumſtances 
with Ulyſſes in the Ody/j. . He is appointed 
by the gods to conduct the remainder of 
the Trojans to Latium; and this duty he 
diſcharges unterrifyed by ſtorms and tem- 
peſts, .and proof againſt the allurements of 
a beautiful queen, who offers him even her 
throne. The ſecond part of his poem re- 
ſembles te Iliad, and conſequently is pa- 
| thetick ; 
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thetick; the jealouſy of Turnus as his rival 
for the princeſs Lavinia, having no ſmall 
ſhare in the ſubſequent events: and thus 
in the Æneid are united the beauties both 
of the Iliad and. Oay/jj. 


| The fame may be affirmed of Arminius: 
it being evident that the authour propoſed 


Virgil as his principal model. In the be- 


ginning, the hero being ordered by his fa- 
ther Siegmar, goes to Marbod king of the 
Marcomanni, to invite him. to join in the 


alliance againſt the Romans. This duty he 


diſcharges on virtuous principles, without 


being diverted from it by the charms of the 
enamoured Matilda, whom Giſmund, Mar- 
bod's prime miniſter, meant to enſnare him 
by. Though this meſſage had not the de- 
fired ſucceſs, the diſappointngent did not 
abate the ardour of his reſolution to deliver 
Germany; and now commences the war, 
which, after the taunting! reproaches by 
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Farus's deputies, is carryed-on with as great 
a a mixture of the paſſions, as ſuits with the 
character of a commander in chief. Thus 
here alſo we ſee a moral and pathetick 
an united in one poem. 


IV. The duration of hi fable of an 
epick poem is alſo to be conſidered. The 


occurrences related in the Liad all hap- 


pened within fix weeks; and the Oayſ 
does not comprehend full two months. 


The Eneid contains a fable of near ſix 
months, as the learned father Baſi has 


| evidently ſhown. The authour of Armi- 


nius ſeems to have obſerved a medium be- 
tween theſe two poems; ' that j is, he has ex- 


ceeded the duration of Homer's poems, 
which is not eaſily determined; for Armi- 
nius's journey to. Marbod, his ſtay at that 
king's court, and his return to bis father's, 
VP, require 2 time, which cannot be 
pre- 


. t *. 5s 
A 


' 


preciſely. ſettled. The expeQation of the 
allies, who were on their march, and the 
preparatives for fighting the Romans, may 
allow of a fortnight z and hiſtory expreſsly 
informs us, that three days are ſufficient to 
allow for the action, and the ſcirmilines 
which n it. ; $26) ei ehe 


7 As to the moral, the iel aim 
of an epick poem,, the authour of Arminius. 
has unexceptionably obſerved the rule, If 
Homer in his Iliad intended to ſhow how 


pernicious, diſtrations among the great are 


to the people, and the advantages of con- : 


cord; if Virgil's view was to convince Au- 
guſtus, that the founder of a new kingdom 
ſhould be reſolute, clement, and pious z 

the purport. of our German poet was to 
ſhow, by his Arminius, that a patriotic 
hero, acting in the welfare of bis country, 
need not fear an enemy, though ſuperiout 


in force and military ſkill. This is what 


I infer 


a” 
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as FREFACE 


J infer from the whole ceconomy of the 
poem. If any one ſhould likewiſe perceive 


therein theſe maxims, that an army inured 


to hardſhips will obtain the ſuperiority 
over an enemy, - whoſe camp is a ſcene of 
effeminacy and .licentiouſneſs, I ſhall: not 
oppoſe his opinion; though I admit it only 
as a collateral doctrine; of which both here, 
25 well as in the ancient epick poems, 
more than one will be wan by a reflective 
reader. | N 


| vi FER article of the a poem ſtill 


remains which I cannot omit ; this is called 
the machinery, and means the ſupernatural 


interpoſition of the gods. Homer has been 


frequent in the uſe of it, though in the 
Tliad more than in the Oayfy. Virgil 
bas been very ſparing of it, eſpecially to- 
wards the end of his poem, though the 
Romans were as deep in paganiſm as the 
Greeks, Our German poet, in his Armi- 
1 „ 
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nius, was put to no ſmall difficulty, that 


his poem might not be totally without theſe 
embelliſnments; and, at the ſame time, 
that he might keep within the bounds of 
probability. If Varus and his Romans be- 
lieved in the whole tribe of fabulous gods, 
3 and his Germans had no ſuch ſa- 
perſtition; they worſhipped only one God, 
as the authour of all things; except their 


paying ſome honours to their founders 


Theut and Mannus. Now it was not very 


eaſy to introduce deities, at once agreeable - 


to the opinions of theſe two people, and 
correſpondent with probability, and the 
| poet's particular belief; but, in my opinion, 
the authour has ſo happily hit on an expe- 
dient for this, that he attributes to thoſe 
ancient people nothing inconſiſtent with 
their—belief, nor has he related any thing 


incredible even in theſe times, enlightened: 
as they are. Mannus, the founder of the 
| | | Ger Mad us, 
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Germans, appears to Arminius in a dream, 
encourages him to emulate the heroes of 


ancient times, and promiſes him a happy 
iſſue to the war. Towards the concluſion, 
his own father Siegmar, who had loſt his 
life the day before the deciſive action, ap- 
pears to him. In this there is nothing but 
what perſeclly agrees with the faith of the 
ancient Germans, as, according to 7. acitus, 

they believed the immortality of ſouls ; and 
| this has been lately proved by Mr: Schutz 
of Altena, and Mr, Belloutier of Berlin. 
Either the fouls of the deceaſed, therefore, 
might in reality appear to a perſon in his 


Nleep, or his imagination may naturally pro- 
ducę ſuch repreſentations ;/ ſo that the poſ- 


—  +ibllity and probability remains good in 
both caſes,” As to Diſcord, ſhe is a deity 
merely allegorical, though worſhipped by 

the Romans under the name of Eris, and 
has. been uſed without cenſure by modern 


* 


— 


poets, 


doe 


to 
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poets, fuch as Boileau in his dan and M. 
lala n bY 


* 


je he with l to 1 3 


| Vlleda, the authour as little: attributes. any 
thing ſupernatural to her as to the Raman 


augur runs, who relates his pretended 


ſtition, but is very cautious not to bring his 
hero under the diſrepute of credulity. Be- 
fides, he imitates herein one of the fineſt 
paſſages in all Lucan, where Cato being in 


the deſerts of Libya, Labienus adviſes him 
to conſult * od en | 


But the e of Velltda, many 
perhaps may look on as an anachroniſm ; 
this. German propheteſs having, lived ſo late 


as Veſpaſian's time, towards the end of the 
Hiſt century of the Chriſtian, zra, whereas 
"_ defeat; happened. only in the ninth. 


year: 


indicates his thoughts of the force of ſuper- 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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| year but granting the very great impro- 


bability that this propheteſs could be in any 
conſideration in Arminius's time, this would 
be no greater fault than Virgil's making 


Diao converſe with neas, and fall in love 


with him, above a hundred years before 


the real time of her birth; and ſhould this 
_ give ſuch great offenſe, it is only altering 


the name of /elleda to Aurinia, or Alrune, 
this laſt being probably the name of Vel- 


Luis predeceſſor, who is mentioned in Ta- 
atas, and then all is right: but who preciſe- 


y knows Vellæda's age in her laſt years? and 
if we allow her only a longevity of between 


80 or 90 years, it will not be utterly im- 


poffible that ſhe might have been of ſome 


note in . s time. 


Thus have I, though Fas by, 


as ſuits a preface, ſet forth the principal 
parts of an epick poem, as far as, in ſome 


meaſure, may be neceſſary towards forming 
A "Is of Arminius; for, as J faid 
2 | above, 
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above, I did not intend to write a whole 
book upon it; and the poem does not in 
the leaſt want any ſuch recommendation. 


Concerning the perſon of the authour, 
baron Schonaich *, I ſhall communicate to 
the reader all my knowledge of him. His 
family is nearly allyed to the houſe of the 
princes of Carol: in Lower . Luſatia 2 bis 
father's military talents gained him the or- 
der of St. Hubert. His younger years 
were dedicated to the army, where Bellona 
was, on more occaſions than one, very 
near depriving the muſes of ſo diſtinguiſhed. 
a votary ; but at length the latter entirely 
delivered him : and as herein our authour 
bears a particular reſemblance with Horace, 
who alſo ſerved under Brutus as tribune 
of a legion, fo was he better qualifyed to 
write of war and military affairs, than'a 
perſon who' knows no more'of them than 


Not Cronzeck, as by miſtake in the title- 8 
page. 2 


what 
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what he caſually meets with in books and 
news-papers. The baron has alſo written | 
two tragedies, beſides ſeveral ſmall pieces, 
which have been 6 n received. 


_ 8 congratulat . a on 
this excellent piece, it being, as far as I 
know, the firſt German performance, which, 
according to the rules and models of the 
ancients, deſerves the name of an epopee; 
for though a very able poet, ſome time 
ago, publifhed 4 piece of the Hke kind on 
a Daniſh hero; yet, from its very nature, it 
is rather to be accounted a Daniſh than a 
German work. In like manner, ſeveral an- 


cient Norman poets compoſed epick poems 
| on William the Conquerour king of E gland, 
which though. written in the old French 
tongue, yet by the French eriticks were 
nat judged to do their nation any honour, 
and accordingly have never been placed to 


its account. 
Jon, CHR, Gorrscnzp. 
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M x... VOLTAIRE, 


1 1 " 4 9 1 i C35 * 1 | N * . s; % 4 2 


To a German Gente s had ſent 
him an Extract from ARMINIUS, 
tranſlated into FRENCH. 


E vous renvoye, Monſieur, le manu- 
ſerit, que vous m' avez fait Phonneur 
de the "colifier, Jai apperęũ à travers 
la traduction la plus ſublime Poeſie, et 
les ſentiments les plus vertueux, comme 
on adorois autrefois les Divinitez, dont 
les ſtatues etoient couvertes d'un voile. 
„ FF 


VV 

Si vous connoiſſez le jeune Auteur, je 

< vous prie de Vaſſurer de ma parfaite 

eſtime. C'eſt un ſentiment que je vous 

ai vou, il y a long temps, auſſi bien 
< qu* à votre illuſtre epouſe. Jy joins au- 
« jourdhui Vamitic et la reconnoiſſance, que 
je dois à vos bontez 6 


FPetmetten- moi de finir ce petit billet, 
comme les anciens que vous imitez ſi 
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I Return you, Sir, the Manuſcript, | 
5 = you did me the honour to confide | 

© to me. 1 perceived, through the me- [| 
15 dium of the tranſlation, the moſt ſub- [k 
_ © lime poeſy, and the , moſt virtuous ſenti- | | 
ments, as they formerly adored the Di- | 
© vinities, whoſe ſtatues were covered with | | 


© aveil. If you know the young Authour, 
I beg you to aſſure him of my perfect 
© eſteem, It is a ſentiment which I have 
© long vowed to yourſelf and your illuſtri- 
ous ſpouſe. I join to it now the friend- 
„„ a and acknowledgement, which I owe 
„for the favours you. have | before - hand 
* conferred on me. 


Sanne. 


＋ 11 1 

Permit me to conclude this little billet, 
e after the manner of the Ancients, whom 
< you imitate fo well : OO vale 1* 


This! letter baving been ebitittiicated 
to the authbur of Arninius, civility required 


ſome acknowledgement of ſuch commen- 
dations: and the more as M. Voltaite bad 


" expreſſed himſelf verbally, in a more dear 
"and advantageous' manner: That this was 


"the true epick | compoſition ; that to be tur- 
gid required leſs {kill than to write natu- 
rally, &c. Accordingly, the authour wrote 
A letter to Mr. Voltaire, who two days be- 
fore his departure from Leipfic, 2 favoured 


bim with the following anſwer. 


pPardonner, Monſieur! à un pauvte 
malade, qui ne peut gueres ẽcrire, fi je 
ne vous dis qu'en deux mots a quel point 
| | © vous 


t 1 


vous avez gagnẽ mon eſtime. Pardonner 


A un Francais et à un homme de lettres, 
fi J en uſe avec ſi peu de ceremonie, Mals 
© je ne me pardonnerai jamais d'ignorer une 
© Jangue que les Gottſcheds et vous rendez 
1 neceſſaire a tous les amateurs de la litte- 


c rature. 5 


Ich bien ohne umſtand fein 


« gehorſamer diener, 


. 


Voltaire. 


The ſame tranſlated. 


Forgive, Sir, a poor infirm perſon, 
ho is not able to write, excepting juſt 
© to tell you in a few words, to what a 
© degree you have gained my eſteem. For- 
give a Frenchman, and a man of let- 
* ters, if I uſe ſo little ceremony in it. 

Mi But 


"tie J 
« But 1 ſhall never forgive nayſell for being 


4 ignorant of a language which the Gotife | 
© heds and you render ſo neceſſary to all 


the lovers of literature. 


© I am, &c. 


Voltaire. 


| The reader will readily | acknowledge 
the weight and importance of ſuch a Judge- 
ment from ſuch a perſon, 
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ARGUMENT 10 BOQK 1 


Siegmar encourages his fon Arminius to fre 
Germania; ſets before him the examples 
of former heroes, and deſpatches him to 

| Marbod. Arminius, ſurpriſed by a tem- 
peſt, takes ſhelter in a foreſl, where he | 
finds a bard; the bard condudts him to 

his cave, diſcourſes with him there-concerns- ' 
ing the flate of Germany, and his duty in 
| ſuch a juncture. A rminius, who is greatly 
affected by his words, makes known to him 
his deſign and journey. | The bard gives 
| him ſome in/trufions, and provides a re- 
paſt; at the concluſion of which, raiſing 
bis voice, he ſings the praiſes of the heroes 
of ancient times. Arminius is fired with 
emulation. A pleaſing dream repreſents 
Mannus to his mind, who having red | 
him of ſucceſs, vaniſhes. Arminius then 
takes his leave of t 5 PE to 
_ Marbod's ane fo 8 
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GERMANIA FREED, 
Nero, a hero is the ſubject of my 
| A ſong, he whoſe uplifted arm faved 
Germania; whoſe ſword blazed, deſtruc- 
tive as lightening, among his country's 
foes; who alone quaſhed the pride of Au- 
guſtus, and in Rome's diſgrace revenged 
the inſulted Globe. Nor hy due praiſe, | 
thou ſecond Arminius, ſhall I omit. My 
lays I dedicate to thy honour. By thee * 


the Gaul, the perſidious oppreſſot of our 
native land, was put to flight; by thee, 


„The late Landęrave of He N. Che, to | 
whom this fs is dedicated, | 


2 2 | 3 


4 ARMINIUS, « 


Jak "I; the firſt Ha, didſt break 


our ignominious yoke, and at the eagle's 
feet lay the oftentatious pride of the lily.- 


Deign, O commemorative Muſe, to 


bring forth the heroes from the ungrate- 
ful obſcurity into which rudeneſs, inſen- 
ſible of merit, has involved them: reveal 
to me the tate of virtue in Germania, 
| delivered down to us, in a long line of an- 
ceſtors. Give me a retroſpe& of thoſe 
times, when Providence, as its inſtrument 
of general good, ſelected the arm of Ar- 
minius. High always ſtood Germania $ re- 


- nown- for valour! By no nation was ſhe 
ever ſurpaſſed. If Rome bent her iron neck, 


it was to overwhelming numbers ſhe owed 
the ſucceſs. Be propitious then, Clio, to 
the noble deſign, and do thou thyſelf ani- 
mate my untutored ſtrains. 


Ober nations numberlet had Rome's in- 
ſatiate ambition thrown her chains. Her 
name alone ſpread terrour amid the people, 
| and every land courted her favour, as it 


imitated 


* 


- 
: 
'F- 
f 1 
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GERMANIA FREED. / 


| | imitated her manners. The bold Parthian 
| had delivered up the golden eagles *, and 
the ſea-girt Briton, now half-conquered, 


foreſaw his total ſubjection; to that height 
of grandeur had Rome attained, that a fall 
was become more the natural conſequence, 


than any increaſe of dominion. Yet did 


Germania ſleep while foreigners divided her 
territories, and many deluded by inglorious 
eaſe, wiſhed even to fide with Varus. Au- 


gufſtus, Rome's lawleſs head, elate with the 


certainty of additional provinces, had fixed 


a triumphal day, and planned the conduct 
of the inſulting ſpectacle +. In a deep ſleep 
were all laid torpid ; the voice of freedom 


£ "MY 


* Parthi quoque figna militaria, quæ M. 
Craſſo & M. Antonio ademerant, repoſcenti 
reddiderunt. Luer. Vit. Cef. Aug. c. xxxi. 


pParthi quoque, quaſi vidtoriæ pœniteret rapta ; 


clade Craſſiana ultro figna retulere, Fhrus. 


+ In Cæſaris honorem concupivit facere 
provinciam, &. factum erat, fi Barbari tam vitia 
noſtra quam im Nn ow ALE Florus. 


5 was no longer heard. Shes the Binz and 
Cates flept, while Varus, with arrogant pro- 
fuſeneſs, diſtributed Germania's ſpoils among 
his vaunting legions ; and diſtinguiſhed as. 

_— 1 is ee the * of idee. 
One only 1 ſwelling with a noble 
indignation : Siegmar alone ſolicitous, me- 
ditates Germania's reſcue. The ſenſe of 
his country's wrongs permitted not ſleep 
to ſteal upon him; with a diſtreſsful heart 
he ſaw the impending yoke, which bad 

already galled him. © Germans, ſaid he, h 

c ſighing, ſleep ye! Behold the ſword, the 

te axe, the ſpear, and the eagles by ſtealth 

% advancing into freedom's remoteſt holds. 
80 Shall then the arms of deteſted Rome 


ce glitter j in our wilds ? Sball fens and o- 


s reſts be our only Menke againſt Roman 
ce ſetters? 


Full of the bath ardour which 5 
nied him reſt, and inceſſant clanged re- 
proach of his timid delay, he calls to him 

bs his 


GERMANIA FREED. 7 


is valiant ſon, and thus, with energy be- 
ſpeaks him: Arminius, is virtue dear 
to thee? or has the infatuation of our 
% youth ſeduced thee too? Is the noble 
< paſſion, which I fo ſedulouſly implanted 
. © in thy growing boſom, debauched by 
„ the blandiſhments of accurſed Rome & 
« Hear and attend to what thoſe, ſcarce 
e remembered heroes, Theut and Man- 
cc nus *, whoſe eyes have long been fixed 
* on due, now by my mouth declare. 
« Ye glorious anceſtors, who have heard 
ce the ſighs of my convulſed ſou]: ye who 
« inſpire me with virtues now grown ob- 
« ſolete among us, liſten, O venerable 
| « fathers, while the mouth of Siegmar 
4 opens in your praiſe. Aid us, if a like 
: & concern manifeſt itſelf in my ſon's lower- 
6 ing front. But if he be degenerate, if a 


* Celebrant carminibus antiquis, quod unum 

_ apud illos memoriæ & annalium genus eſt, Tuiſ- 

tonem Deum terra editum & filium Mannum, 
originem gentis, conditoreſque, Tacitus. 


D's ou: « fin 


92 


"= ARMINIUS, 


. Dain to our lineage, ſuggeſt to me avis 
« what ignominy I ſhall brand him as the 
6 victim to your magnanimity; may his 
c name be forgot like that of the mean- 
4 eſt caitiff, and myſelf, inſtead of boaſt- 
e ing of my deſcent, be made the ory 
* vor of torturing: ſilence. . 


4 + 4 * 
os $ * bo «a # 4 


80 Sit. down, 4 and, give ear 


t to the faithful counſels of a father, who. 5 


5 6 muſt lay open to thee Germania S woes 
4 and diſgrace; and in her diſgrace thine 
te alſo, With unanimous voice has our 
«© nation declared thee their leader *. Thou 
<<. wilt not lead them to ſervitude, - to be the | 
_ «© inglorious tools of Roman injuſtice. This 
Varus above all things wiſhes, and no 
% wile or allurement has he left untryed to. : 
Wc. effect it. But vain be all his arts. 8 
6 ” Germans, make a reſolute ſtanld. 


©. 


1 4c Repel * e 8 Teach them, 6 
3 for once, to fly; ; teach them to revere a 
. 85 Reges ex nobilitate, pee ex yiriate £ 
En, Jumunt. 7 „ 

&© naked 


46 
cc 


66 


o 


ts 
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cc 


GERMANIA FREED. 9 


naked people, inhabitants. of. the. foreſt... 
And thou, Arminius, confirm my joy in 


thee, and compel them to refrain all ſu- 


ture invaſions. Imagine not, that Deſ- 


tiny is chained to Rome. It is to cor- 


ruption and deceit that ſhe owes her vic- 
tories. Her high - ſounded exploits were 
not achieved by dint of virtue and prow- 
eſs; perfidy, ingratitude, and fraud have 
founded the greatneſs of that turbulent 


people: but, at the ſame time, have they 


kindled in her bowels a fire yet ſcarce 
extinguiſhed ; yes, ſon, believe me, that 
a fire ſtill burns under the pale em- 


bers, which the leaſt breath will ſuf- 
fice to ſet again in a deſtruftive blaze. 
When our tribe. gave thee. to the Ro- 
mans in hoſtage, we renounced not 


which now has bountifully reſtored thee 


to thy father, and to a rejoicing nation. 
The liberty of the Cheruſci calls for all 
thy vigilance | and firmneſs, elſe. ſudden- 8 


* 


ſervilely that freedom ſo often main- 
tained in battle: We only ſubmitted 
for a time; and ſubmitted but to fate, 5 


„ | $6 ly 


+ ARMINIUS, » 


« ly will they be drawn into the Roman 
& ſnares. Let every ear be ſtopped againſt 
ce the perfidious ſpeeches of theſe ſouthern 
& deceivers; while their tongue ſpeaks fair, 
ce their murtherdus hand graſps the ſword, 
O may my ſon turn it on them, may 
cc he turn it on them in vindiQive car- 


Thus ſighed he, and tears ran down 
his farrowed cheeks; tears from fo noble 
a cauſe put cenſure to filence, and grief for 
publick woes leſſens not the hero. Sieg- 
mar yielded to the emotions of huma- 
nity, till the voice of freedom thus loudly 
burſt from his labouring ſoul. My Son, 
* when didſt thou ſee theſe eyes ſtream | 


Cheruſci à Cattis in Septentrionem in- 
ter Viſurgim & Albim percurrentes. Cellar. 
Nor. Orb. Antig. tom. i. lib. ii. c. 5. The 
Cheruſci inhabited a part of Lauenburg, Dan- 
neberg, the Old Marche, the duchy of Mag- 
deburgs Brunſwick, Halberſtadt, Hulle, and ſome 
counties in Thuringia, Barre, vol. v. p. 2. 
oj wih 
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with tears before? Oh, that my ener- 


« yated arm could now avenge them 
7% | 
cc 


wield the flaughtering weapon; with 
4c 


triumph would I lay down my life. 


« How my blood boiled, when in con- 


| & ference with the chiefs of deteſted 
& Rome, I ſaw their laurels diſtained with 
& German gore; when the Lictor bel- 
cc lowed out foul ſlander, and too ma- 
* ny of our venal countrymen made ſale 
6 of their freedom: when, in our de- 
fenſe, we were obliged to hire foreign 
tongues, as not being verſed ourſelves 
in the arts of falſehood ; and ever may 
Germans diſdain them. If thoſe arts 
„ dwell in luxurious palaces, far, O far 
& be they from our moſſy huts. Never 
be may their foreign manners infect Ar- 
& minius : And accurſed be thy brother, 
from the moment of his conformity to 
te them. Do thou turn all thy thoughts 
* on means for freeing thyſelf and me; 
8 and. to thy country devote that arm, 
58 „„ whoſe 


cc 
C60 


cc 


Oh, that, as in time paſt, I could 


— ter 
, rr 


12 A R V I NI Usð, * 


* whoſe, deeds in battle have oft given 


« me ſo much pleaſure. Varus is off his 
< guard; improve the moment, it re- 


& quires deſpatch. Haſte to Marbod's 


& court *, and ſound him whether he 
&« will join us; if he will, form a league 


„with him; if not, inſtantly return, 


« and ſpirit, . he ſcorns to be a tame 


cc '* ſpectator of his country's ruin; he will 
5 join us. Make no delay, and with 


* Mar bod, chief of the Marcomanni, was a 
German; and being ſent as a hoſtage to 


Reime, perfected himſelf in all the accom- 


piſhments of a young nobleman: he had a 
natural talent of ingratiating . himſelf with 


all ranks. Auguſius conceived an affection 


for him at firſt fight, and the young German 


| behaved. in a manner worthy of the Empe- 


Tour's favour. Indeed he was wanting in no- 
thing truly amiable and engaging ; he had a 
fine preſence, was tall and well proportioned, 
with a moſt lively wit and great capacity: 
in a word, it Was only by birth that he was 
2 barbarian. | f 
„ thee 


— 


but I wrong him; 1 know his aun 


—— 


GER M ANIA F REE D. * 


thee take Brenno, he is of tryed fidelity, 


% and well known to Marbod. Juſt heaven 
«« proſper thy undertaking, and grant that 
% my hoary, head may never bow to a 


« Roman. But that I may go down to 


56 the manſions of W be heroes, ſtill 
6 an unble miſhed German.“ 


| | While e thus gave bis Sidi 
his open front reddened with ja generous 
glow; every accent ſpoke magnanimity z 
every look beamed forth ardent patriot- 


iſm. Never did the countenance fo {ftrong- 
ly expreſs the heart. Long had Armi- 


_ nius's valiant breaſt been pierced by his 
country's cries. He now bluſhed at his 


own tardineſs, and feemed to repine at 


Sieg mar's exhortations, as reproaches; till 


the father, reading his ſon's diſpoſition in 


his animated looks, threw his feeble arms 
around him, and ſunk down diſſolved in 


tears of joy. Arminius mounts a firey ſteed, 


fearleſs of the ſpeat and falchion, and to 


which the din of war was animating mu- 


Ack, a ſteed impatient of reſtraint from any 


hand 
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hand but that of his gallant rider; and 
the earth tremibler beneath his aha hoof. 


1 knew all the mazes of the fo- 
reſts, all the chains of the mountains; 
he had travelled wilds, where ſcarce hu - 
man footſtep had ever marked the ground; 
inſtead of thoſe extended proſpects which 
now adorn Germany, embowered ſhades 
of towering trees then confined the eye, 
and excluded the ſun's chearing beam, 
ſo that for whole days the heartleſs tra- 
veller walked in dreary darkneſs. The 
ſounding axe never echoed through the fo- 
reſt, as in the preſent times of rural im- 
provement and emulous ſplendour. From 
the lowering horizon had now come on 
the ſixth day; but with the intercepted 


ſun it aſcended, and gathering clouds over- 


ſpread the whole expanſe, pouring down 
| impetuous rains, while the lightening diſ- 
charged inceſſant flaſhes over-head. The 
heroes, at full ſpeed, ſhelter themſelves un- 
der an oak of ſturdy. growth, and wide the 
circuit of its umbrageous arms. Here 
they 
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they were ſurpriſed with the faint modu- 
| lations of a voice far removed within the 
| | | \ 


Arminius liſtened, ſtruck with the plain- 
tive ſounds, by nature, art, and expreſſion 
far different from the languid notes he had 
heard at Rome, or thoſe taught by effemi- 
nate Greece and luxurious Italy. The maſ- 
culine ſweetneſs of the voice, and the ſo- 
9 8 lemnity of the air, excited in, the hearerg 
generous ſentiments. Arminius, regardleſs 
of the beating tempeſt, quits his ſhelter in 
queſt of the melodious choriſter, whom 
he finds withdrawn amidft a thicket ; his 
figure and attitude commanded reſpect. 
The perſon they ſaw was an aged bard, 
with his eyes and hands raiſed towards 
heaven, and fervently, chaunting forth the 
_ petitions of a pure heart, an offering ever 
accepted by the Almigfity. For never 
is the ear of the ſupreme power ſhut againſt 
ſuch, pious. ſtrains, though uttered by the 
tude. lips of an Indian. 


| Arminius 
=_ | 
& * 
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Arminius admiring his ſerenity, amidſt 
fo tremendous a convulſion of the ele- 


ments, and deſirous of converſing with a 


oe 
* 


1 


s ceſſes ſo diſtant from all human inter- 
« courſe % A ſtream of tears guſhed 
down his furrowed cheeks, bedewing his 
beard, which prolix and hoary, reached 
below. his. girdle, and added to the dig- 
55 nity. of his perſon. With eager tranſ- 
: port he embraced the hero, who ſtood 


mortal of, ſuch devout intrepidity, ad- 
8 2 vanced reſpectfully towards him; hen ag 
„ it bard, ſtruck With a ſight * unex= 

pected, cried out, in an extaſy, Is it 
« thou, Arminius! What ſtrange event 


« has brought thee to theſe wilds, to re- 


5 ſurpriſ Th to find himſelf known in ſuch 


2 place. The embrace imparted to Ar- 


iy minius all the bard's ardour, an ardour 


55 ftrongly expreſſed by the pulſations of his 
aged heart. Time, anſwered be, fa- 


= : 27 Other, (for well deſerveſt thou that name 
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d from any mortal) has left me no re- 
0 e of ow} ; but * feel a ſtrange 
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4 joy, an unuſual. elevation of ſpirit, at 


“ ſeeing thee.” 


. The tempeſt continuing with unabated 
fury, the bard led Arminius to his cave. 
In it was to be ſeen no Corinthian arch 
of gloſſy marble, no various ſhell- work 
there echoed with the tortured rill; but 


the adjoining ſhades where nightingales 
reſorted, and vocal hills repeated the me- 
lody. This cavern was the wonderful 


work of nature, and here : (which the pa- 


lace cannot boaſt) repoſe and felicity dwelt: 
here the ſequeſtered bard, in ſelf- enjoyment, 


found a rich compenſation for the tinſeled 


objects he had quitted: the riſing fun ſaw 
him chearful, and the gloom of night ob- 


ſcured not his mind, intent on God and 
virtue. On entering the cave, a thouſand 


vivid colours met Arminius wondering 


eyes; he ſees, in appearance, the veſti- 


ges of a ſkilful hand, though in reality they 
were no more than the ſports of mimick 
nature, too often undervalued mn gh out 


Vol I, 1. men 
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tondneſs for coſtly art. Hero it was, n | 


in her munificent womb ſhe engendered 
an ore, which fuſed by the internal heat, 
ſtreamed down the mountain s fide, tinging 


the ſtrand with its hue; an impious matiner, 
driven thither by a fortunate ſtorm, loaded 
his bark with the infatuating metal; and 


thus, through a fiſſure of the mountain, 


fraud and luxury iffued forth into the world. 
Happy thou, ſaid the hero, by mankind 


ec how much to be envyed ! who gratui- 


& touſly poſſeſſeſt the end of all their toils, 
et hardſhips, and dangers ! If Rome knew 
«@ of this ſight, which, 1 own, raiſes my 


« aſtoniſhment, ſoon wouldeſt thou, ho- 
e noured ſage, in chains mourn the diſco- 


very, and Germania's dowels be ran- 
4. * ſacked for the ſhining ore,” 1 


- "a PII Il replied the bard, 1 
0 tion, that Being who is above all ap- 
c pellation, whom words cannot define, 


| a « and on whom when I would think with 
. << reverence, my powers are abſorbed in 


1 60 As Ry; that Being has deſtined 
„ Rome 


Gallico, lib, i. c. 31. 
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& Rome to i . - Ever in giddy 
1% youth I thought Germania too indo- 
c ſent; the reflection troubled me; and 
« immature as my underſtanding then 
te was, it filled me with forebodings of 
„ {laughter and chains: alas! too true 
« were theſe forebodings; and nothing can 
&« now avert them but the moſt daring 

« yalour, enforced by magnanimity. I 
« am not of Germany, nor have T long 
« been within her regionss To Gaul 
« am I indebted for my birth and educa- 
c tion; but he who has a true love of vir- 
t tue, comprehends within his friendſhip 
« all mankind, and to vice alone ſhows 


| © himſelf an enemy. Under the brave 


& Arioviſius & have I ſerved ; the exigeticy 
ac called forth every rank to atms ; but 
cc Czſar, like the agent of deſtiny, bearing 
« down all before him, life, in a Roman 
£ province, became odious to me; I with- 


80 drew, and after any: diſtreſsful wan- 


*A Gans Prince. See Ceſar de Bello 


Ca . + © defingy, 


A 
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40 derings, che all-gracious Being has ett 
e me im theſe ſecure retreats.” - 


n « Thy generous father, Prince, was 
« alone inflexibly faithful in the cauſe 


«of virtue; it is from him and his iſ- 
xc. ſue, that I hope Germanie's relief; my 
dim eyes rejoice to trace in thee his 
„% magnanimity. To break the ignomi- 

% nious ſhackles in which nations groan, 
'< muſt be the work of a wiſdom like 
« $;:gmar's, and 2 heroiſm like that of 


Arminius; by ſuch warriours only can 


„the inſolent Romans be humbled, and 


c the laurel plucked from their a 
6; ous e 5 ; | 5 


3-016 e fackle it e lebe burt be 
„ not deceived, already is Rome devoted 


sto adverſity, and her fall at hand. 


„ Yes, Prince, behold the radiant years 
advance, when, like other mighty 
e ſtates, which abuſed their power to 
rc the deſolation of mankind, ſhe ſhall 


« * ſee. . period of all her ſucceſſes. 


« Weak- 
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Weakneſs becomes ſtrong, ſtrength falls 
to decay, every thing has its duration; 
even heroes themſelves ſeem but the 
ſport of heaven, ſuch are the cata · 
ſtrophes that befall them! The ſpar- 


* row, whoſe flight the ſwifter arrow 
arreſts, is no leſs heaven's concern than 


the plumed warriour falling in battle *; 
the bird, the beaſt, and man, have 
all the ſame Creatour, and are equal 
diſplays of his wiſdom.” The hawk, 


which preys on the jeſſer of the fea- 
thered kind, the tyrant, at whofe 


throne his ſubjects blood is daily fa- 


„ crificed, are in the ſight of that awe- 
ful Being, alike contemptible; and af- 


ter all their carnage, ſhall moulder 
away to duſt: however mighty their 
rage ' againſt feeble innocence, they 


cannot ward off the ſure ſtroke of ap- 
pointed death. Heaven has not made 


Who views with equal eye, as God of all, 


A hero periſh, or a ſparrow fall. Pope. 
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« me acquainted with its decrees, nor 
&« ſhowed me the bolts deſtined againſt 
& Rome and Germany. It is only from 
the conſtitution and manners of ſtates, 
« from the occurrences of times, that 
© mortals can form conjectures of ap- 
« proaching ruin. But if vice grows 
% bolder by chaſtiſement, if Rome, as 
e ſhe does, ſinks into ſluggiſh voluptu- 
e ouſneſs, this, O Prince, is as a fignal 
« thrawn out from heaven, to rouze 
be“ the people from torpid dejection, and 
t“ revive their former aper and glory; 
«6 prudent is thy father in planning, and 
< thou intrepid to execute. O that Ger- 
* many may be guided by Siegmar's wiſ- 
« dom! But alas, gold has dazzled her 
< chiefs, and bribes have ſtifled the noble 
% ſenſe of duty, which once ſtimulated 
5 their fouls. While ſome mercenary 
„ wretches even act for hire againſt their 
e country, how few dare ſhow any con- 
& cern for her liberty; and in theſe "the 
© impulſe of virtue is too feeble for 
s achievements adequate to the times.” 

Wy | : 6 But 


e above its banks, overflows impetuous 
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« But as a kindling ſpark, when nouriſh- 
ed by fuel, ſoon blazes forth into ſpread- 


ing flames; or as a, river which ſwells 


all the neighbouring country: ſo may 
the activity of à few heroes diſpel the 
general lethargy, and diffuſe their pa- 
triotick ſpirit among the people ; ſo may 


Germany catch the flame, and a generous 
4“ indignation prevail every where,” 


5 00 Mechinks 1 ſee thee, Arminius, and 


- 
N * 


8 brow, marching with ſucceſsful con- 
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taught thee at Nome, yield not to the 


66 


thy gallant fire, on the mountain's 


fidence "againſt Yaruss eagles. Now 
exert thoſe military arts that - were 


people's vain prejudices againſt them; 


© to thoſe arts Rame owes no ſmall por- 


tion. of her glory; by them has ſhe 
ſubjeted the world to her yoke, and 
every ſtate will riſe or fall in propor- 
tion as it encourages or neglects mi- 
* litary talents, The rude bravery of 


| 4 the people muſt be aflilted by diſci- 
| Wa 6c pling 


— 
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« lf and conduct, ſo ſhall an 
« ecliple Rome herſelf in foreign con- 
« queſts. But ſhouldeſt thou, elated by 
„victory and the pomp of triumphs, for- 
** get thyſelf, and inſtead of being thy 
e people's leader, ſet up to be their Lord, 
4 tremble at the firſt conception of ſuch 
« 2 deſign; in their rage will they forget 
* all thy glorious actions, the dangers 
« thou haſt braved to reſeue them from 
+* foreign thraldom; for freedom they 
255 fought, and irritated þy thy unexpect- 
« ed invaſion of it, they will avenge 
. the breach, „ of thy iNluſtrious 
4 blood, 


« Believe + thoſe hoary ban! 2 [long ' 
« ſucceſſion” of tumultuous times, and 
4 changes manifold, maturely digeſted by 
ce diligent reflection, have taught me the 
duties of a ſubject and of a Prince, and 
ee the revolution of each ſucceeding year 

$6 brings with it to me further experience. 
b If. age ſometimes fails' in wiſdom, and 
1. my a the bern of — chilled, 


e 


* 
* 
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« jt is not the fault of age, but the ef: 
“ fect of enervating vice, otherwiſe the 
„ aged muſt be deemed cowards, and be 
* expoſed to ſts as . members 
of ſociety. 


« This was one motive of my re- 
© tirement; the ſpring and ſummer of 
* my life were over, age was coming 
% upon: me, and my country  groaned 
© in ſervitude, . though I would adviſe all, 
„ however proſperous, to retirement in 
| 6 their decline: this cave affords: me 
$6 ſhelter; you ſee my ruſh-ſtrown couch; 
486 homely as it is, on it I. enjoy an invi- 

“ gorating repoſe; yon murmuring rt 

* yulet flakes my thirſt, and the fertile 


& earth furniſhes me with a dauer ve 
v6. et." ; b | IN i . 


7 « When my ſure dart brings down 
«© any beaſt which hapleſs approaches too 
% near to my cave, the ſkin affords, me 
* a comfortable garment.——O Arminius, 

rw 


\ 
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L the ſight of whom rekindles my love 


« to mankind; if I wiſh that the thread 


4 of my life may be lengthened, and 


* that my withered heart may know ſome 


* joy, it is only that I may one day af 


& thee to relate, how often Germany, 
under thy auſpices, has defeated the 
** Romans; yes, heaven grant me to ſee 
«© that joyful change, and diſcharge the 
4% threatened bolts on the proud eagles: 

« O! that in Arminius I may embrace 
« the inviſible Theauton, that champion 
# of diſtreſſed mankind; then ſhall I 


| 4 breathe my laſt in peace, rejoicing in 


4 recovered ei and in ee re- 
2 | | 5 


. Thus gabel the bard , 5 0 . 
ly was the hero affected with what he 
ſaid, that all diſſolved in tears, and ten- 


derly embracing . him, he cried, If 
heaven be propitious to my wiſhes, 


e A German poet, ſongſter, and divine ; 


"ch R were Called Barritus, See Tacit. 
15 10 . 
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66 Arminius ſhall * Germania freed ; for 

& no other purpoſe does he wiſh to live; 
$6 J call the gods to. witneſs, Germania 
c ſhall be freed,” And now he makes 
known to Siegmar his reſolution, and 


meſſage to the Marcomanni +, 


He informs him, that Varus had al- 
ready marched his eagles into Germany, 


and lay encamped along the Meſer; that 


the inſidious Seggſbes had, by his blandiſh- 


ments and gold, corrupted many Princes, 


and that he himſelf was actually in the 


pay of the Romans; that his people had 
but juſt choſen. him for their chief, and 


that their unanimous choice had fired 
him with a deſire of deſerving ſuch a 
diſtinction. Theſe tidings the bard ſeem- 
ed greatly to lay fo heart; ; and fear now 


WY Marcomanni A 8 ſoccedunt 
poſtquam relictà veteri ſede quam ad Danubii 
& Rheni fontes habuerant in terram à Boiis ha- 


ditatam invaſerunt. Cell. Not. Orb. Antiq. 


began 


% A MTI US & -- 


began to ſhow itſelf mingled with joy, 
on his varying countenance. © Leader, 
« ſaid he, might I, from war and the 
cares of government long ſinee eſtran- 
4 ged, preſume to adviſe, (for no autho- 
«* rity do I claim from years) rely not too 
much oa the Marcomanni; their king- 
« dom is of recent date; Marbod was 
« its founder; ſo that it even yet tot- 
& ters, and is unequal to great attempts, 
« So much do I doubt, whether he will 
t engage with you; that every thing 
„ renders him ſuſpected to me; thou 
% knoweſt he is for procuring fafety to 
« his people, and an increaſe of domi- 
* nion to himſelf, more through artifice 
% than by arms: but ſeeing that pru- 
& dence directs him to enter into a league 
„with thee, as otherwiſe he muſt one 
* day fall by the Roman ſword, do thou 
$* make the propoſal to him; and ſhould 5 
he reject it ——but I can give thee 
„one word of advice, for I alſo obſerved 
him well at his * from Rome; he 


. 7 86 was 


} 
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zes was early poſlefled of every infinuating . 
s talent, he had always an irreſiſtible 

-< addreſs in getting an aſcendant over 
e every one who liſtened to him, and 
es this makes his ambition the more dan- 
© gerous ; but as the kindly ſun is leav- 
ing the darkened wood, and the rain 
ec ig abated, do thou follow me. We 
4c will repair to yonder ſtream, and there 
will I unfold to thee more at large ſome 
7 circumſtances neceſlary to be told.“ 


The bard leaves the cave, and moves 

alertly to the neighbouring ſtream. Ar- 
*minius follows him, ſtruck ſilent with re- 
verence and amaze. On its margin they 
ſat them down, the herbage their table, 
and acorns; the food of our vigorous fore- 
[fathers, their repaſt. If the palate re- 
joiced not in ſuch viands, they at leaſt 
imparted a 1 1. to the OY 

- cheek. 2 | 
How, faid Arminius, is the time 
«© forgot, when to pollute the tongue 
5 « with 
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« with foreign meſſes, was unknown 
% among us; when joyous, we fed on 


4 the ſolid acorn, and no vitiated palate 
«© Jonged after adulterated foods; much 
86 ii was introduced by that man, who, 


4 flighting his native nouriſhment, in 
<« ſeaſoned diſhes gled the way to foreign 


& yoluptuouſneſs. Happy were the times 


c of our forefathers, when all relied on 
3 laborious induſtry, and fraud and cun- 


« ning were either ſcarce known, or, 


« when known, diſgraced among us. 
Every one then lived ſafe, each find- 
<« ing a ſufficiency on his own grounds, 
„ The bowels of the earth were not 
« diſturbed in ſearch of hidden wealth ; 


* her vegetable ſtores ſatisfied their mo- 


_« derate defires: but Rome ranſacks ſea 
* and land, ſhe glories in profuſion ; 


Le luxurious tables are her delight, and 


. * coſtly banquets not the leaſt of her in- 


e ſtruments to debauch over other na- 


hay tions t to her views. : 


a 


© 
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Infamous! the delights of a rational 
© man are not in food, in purple, in 
ee gems, or in gold; the pure heart can 
c rejoice over a homely pittance; yet are 
« not heaven's. favours to be deſpiſed, 
 ©© nor we perverſely rude to reject them 
es for what is mean and ſordid. If the 
<« firſt inhabitants of the earth were ſa- 
* tisfted with acorns, and draughts from 
© the clear ſtream flaked their thirſt, to 
ec us earth and ſea now offer a more li- 
«© beral diet, and virtue may ſubſiſt _—_ 
* Ons of . oy 


| - While thus they diſcourſed in fremly 
| ie cool night drew on apace, and 
the filver moon aſſumed the direction of 


the circling hours; trees, beaſts, and 


birds were all laid to reſt, and ſcarce a 
leaf - ſtirred before the breeze, when a 
ſudden rapture tuned the bard's voice: 
Firſt he ſang the Supreme Being, then 
deſcending to the praiſe of the inferiour 
—_— Thaur and Mannus; z to them ſuc- 

 ceeded 


— 
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ceeded examples of heroiſm, proper to 


inſpire emulation into active youth: hè 


omitted not the inventor of the plough, 


which renders fertile the furrowed boſom 
of the earth; nor him who dreaded not 
firſt- to compel the reſiſting ox to bow 


beneath the yoke; nor him who firſt. 


laid leaves and arid branches on the fire 
of his own kindling. Next he ſung the 


hand which firſt ſtrung the bow, and 


pierced the ravenous wolf with the wooden 


ſpear, hardened by the, flames: him alſo 


who firſt pointed out the way to encoun- 


ter the foaming boar, whoſe tuſks had 
uften been felt by the bleeding traveller. 


In lofty ſtrains too ſung he the man who 
fſirſt broke the unruly ſteed to the bridle, 
and on it flew like a, god, through op- 


poſing i ranks of the aſtoniſhed foe. But 
more diffuſe was he in the praiſe of thoſe, 


who, for their country, had often ſtood the 
fury of war; a thoufand names, now un- 
n. but conſecrated. to e may. tran- 
507] = ſcendent 
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ſcendant virtues and high deſert, were com- 


memorated in his animated lays. 


This kindled in Arminius's ſoul the 
emulation intended; he burns for the 
like honours, traces out future events, 


and triumphs in imaginary exploits. His 


impatient ambition ranks him among 


thoſe heroes, whoſe worth Jateſt genera- 
tions ſhall proclaim to the admiring uni- 


verſe ; ſuch an ambition is always im- 
pregnated with virtue, as without it who 
ever duely ſtrove for glory? The luſtre 
of virtue indeed is often obſcured by en- 
vy; but poſterity, more equitable, dwells 
on the praiſes of the worthy with pleaſure. 


Welcome ſleep had now cloſed the 
wearyed eyes of the bard and hero; but 
it had locked Arminius's ſenſes with un- 
uſual ſtrength in her diffuſive embrace, 
as a preparative to a heavenly viſion, A 


| figure of more than human aſpeQ, ſur- 


_ rounded with a blaze. of glory, ſtood be- 


Vor, I. D fore 


fore him, and accoſted him in the follow 4 


ing words: Haſte thee, Arminius, and 


_-< with me aſcend this hill. From the top 
cc of it ſhalt thou ſee enſanguined fields 
e and heaps of flain.” Arminius tranſ- 


ported, ſees himſelf there covered with 
blood, at the head of ſhouting bands; 


Jarus before him proftrate' on his knees, 
and the eagles brandiſned by German 
hands; Rome frantick with conſternation ; 
Auguſtus himſelf deſpairing; and with ab- 
je& tears bemoaning the loſs of his van- 


quiſhed legions, One perſon only of note 


bleeds on the hero's ſide, and to his manes 
whole hecatombs of foes are about to be 


1 


* . continued the viſionary 


voice, „ away with every fear! behold 


ce the joyful morning that riſes upon thee 
"00 here foreſhows thy glory. Happy thou, 
« who {halt rouze the people from their 


« jznoble ſupineneſs, and at whoſe ſucceſs 


<« the world, relieved from Rome's oppreſ- 


“ ſion, n — Should it coſt thee 
„ © "wh 
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blood, remember that thy blood flows 
for Germany; and that no blood is to be 
ſpared, 'when the freedom of a whole 
nation lies at ſtake. Poſterity will wor- 
ſhip that arm to which they owe their 
tranquillity ; nations will ſwear by thee 
as a tutelar deity. I am Mannus, a 
name ftill dear to every hero; a thou- 
ſand years have not diminiſhed my glo- 
ry: I am he who led the Teutones into 
this country, and formed them to ſevere 
virtue and military labour. The foreſt, 
the fen, and the river ſeemed ſecure fen- 


ſes; but lo, no fenſe reſtrains ambitious 


Rome. My. people ſurely are degene- 
rated; the noble thirſt of glory no 
longer animates them. Oft indeed on 
earth the praiſe of heroes is but ſhort 
and fleeting. Renown has not always 
been their attendant ; yet let not that 
diſcourage thee : above, in yon ſplen- 
did regions, yonder, brave leader, glory 
ſurvives the attacks of malice ; yonder, 
ſhalt thou make thy appearance amongſt 
the heroes, as I now ſhow myſelf to 

IN = | 6 thee, 


a 


& thee. There thou ſhalt converſe with 
ce the illuſtrious perſonages in the temple 
* of honour. See yonder goes Brennus , 

& known by his ample front. There too 

« is Thui/to; be their fate thine : imitate 

6“ their virtues, emulate their deeds, and 

ce cover inſulting Rome with diſgrace and 
ec ruin. Once more ſhall Germania tear 

« down her walls, once more demoliſh 

5 her capitol, 1 with the ſpoils of 
. conquered nations.“ 


A R MINI Us, or 


— 


A godlike gravity ſat on Mannus's coun- 
tenance while he ſpake theſe words. Ar- 
minius, to whom the viſion ſeemed real, 
awaked in an ecſtaly, Thrice he endea- 
voured to embrace the aweful ſhade, but in 
vain; the end of the viſion being fulfilled, 
ſleep releaſed his 2 powers. 


| The roſy fed morning now aroſe 
Aung Nom the empurpled eaſt; wood, 


* A King of the Cilia and Germant, who 
after deſolating all Lay with fire and ſword, is 
ſaid to have penettated as far as Greece, 


bill, 
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hill, and grot rung wich various melody, 


to which the bard joined his early hymn. 


Arminius, charmed with the exalted train, 


no longer grieved for the interruption of 
his dream: ** Venerable father,” ſaid he, 
e my duty, and the riſing day call me 


hence. Did not my country claim my 


& life, how chearfully could I ſpend it with 


„ thee!” He then embraced the benevo- 


lent ſage, with that truth and ardour which 


ſtill diſtinguiſh a German ſoul. The bard 
" unfolds to him Marbod's temper, his {kill 


in government, and the diſpoſition of his 


court; at the ſame time earneſtly recom- 


mending to the hero to diſcountenance 


guile, and every ſiniſter practice. Armi- 


nius acknowledges the value of his ſeaſon- 
able admonitions with gratitude ; and then 
vaulting on his impatient ſteed, rapidly 


_ purſues his journey, and ſoon his ſpeed 


brings him within ſight of Marbod's ca- 
pital. 


e numerous flocks and herds feeding 
there at ; large, i in fair paſtures, ſcarce at- 
13 35 


5 


38 A. R MINI US, er 
tract the hero's eye; the walls were the 
object which he moſt conſidered, The 
city and adjacent country ſufficiently pointed 
out to him the people and the ſovereign. 
Arminius almoſt envyed theſe ſcenes of re- 
poſe and proſperity : ** O happy people,” 
ſaid he within himſelf, <* who live thus at 
ec eaſe under their own native monarch, 
„ and whom Roman rapacity has ' ſpared 
cs for the laſt: O happy nation, ah ! when 
ſhall I ſee my own people ſuch. Oh! 
that my gentle ſway could procure them 
". *& this peace and affluence! When the 
&* throne is firmly eſtabliſhed, when the 
% King becomes dear to his people, when 
te he exerciſes them in arms to enſure their 
e ſucceſs in war, in his neceſſary wars; 


© when the royal heart is proof againſt Y 
* flattery, and the corrupting offers of I 
% other princes, effeminacy, partiality, and 3 
e ambition loſe their baneful power. Such 4 
* a King will be reſpected by all nations. L 


«© He may puniſh guilt, however powerful 

*© the offender. When a King draws his 
& ſword Ty as the protector of his people, ö 

: « eonſpi · f 


iS 8 
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et conſpiracies, malice, and rebellion, can- 


© not ſtand his preſence; they hide them- 


4c ſelyes in reproachful flight.” 


Thus meditating, Arminius moves on to- 
ward the centre of the city, where he ſees 
fill greater diſplays of national happineſs. 
The hero's port and mien procure him im- 
mediate admittance into the royal apart- 


ment. For Marbod placed not his gran- 


deur in that oſtentatious parade which ren- 
ders acceſs difficult, and procures no addi- 
tional glory to the Prince. Arminius, with 
confident compoſure, advances, and to Mar- 


zod thus delivers his patriotick meſſage. 


i 
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| Arminius addriſſ s the King, and invites him 
to an alliance againſt the Romans, re- 3 
Preſenting io him, at the ſame time, their 14 
5 degoit and ambition. The Ling mclines to 3 


the propoſal; but Giſmund with his flat- 
teries diverts him from it, though ſo as 
not abſolutely to reje? it. Giſmund's 
character. Marbod: invites the hero to a 
banquet ; deſcription of it, and of the table. 
Giſmund's flatteries, His daughter Ma- 
= vga falls in love with Arminius. Dur- 
= dy the repoſt, Pe deſires him 1 -give abe 
1 company an account of Rome and its court. 
=. . This he politely declines, till Marbod adds 
2H bis requeſt, They withdraw to a private 
apartment, where the\hero;groms them a de- 
ſcription of Rome. He recurs to its early 
days, and manner of living ; ſpeaks of 
Druſus's virtues, and relates the beginning 
of the expedition againſt the Germans; 
generous emotions interrupt his narrative. 


Marbod Bids him reſt from it for a while. 


Giſmund and pda. bath _—_ the 
relation, 5 8 
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« FLLUSTRIOUS Monarch, diſ- 
I trefſed Germany's chief hope! thy 
e conduct and exploits have inſpired freſh 
«© ſpirits into the drooping Cheruſci : Oh, 
c lively portrait of old German magnani- 
« mity; my name is Arminius, and in me 
* all Germany addreſſes thee; to thee re- 
C preſents her approaching ruin, and that her 
« whole truſt is in thy wiſdom. Thou canſt 
* not acquire any immortality ſo glorious, 
« as by ſeconding our patriotick revenge 
„To build cities, to found nations, is 
* worthy of thee, and under thy name thy 
« people live ſecure; but to diſcern dan- 
6 gers 
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_—_ a diſtance ; from the paſt, to take 
prudent meaſures againſt the future; and 
with vigilant rapidity to fall on the ſur- 
priſed enemy, is the principal glory of 
either king or hero, the firmeſt ſupport 
of a throne; this glory, O Prince, this 
ſupport now offer themſelves to thee ; 
and groaning nations call on thee to 
ſeiſe the prefling opportunity. 


«32 unneceſlary, O King, to name 


the enemy unto thee, an enemy too well 


known by Germanid's woes; yet to con- 


ceal his name would indicate fear. His 
name therefore ſhould be proclaimed; 


it is againſt the lawleſs Roman that thou 


art to revenge our calamities. This 
thine own prudence will prompt thee 


to; or ſoon thy territories, now ſo flou- 


ding. will be deſolated by that in- 
ſatiable foe, and a Roman governour ſit 


on thy throne. In proof of this, behold 


a thouſand cities already laid in aſhes, 


a thouſand monarchs overthrown by 
them. 


00 . 
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my In one war Rome finds a Cauſe for 
another; inexhauſtible is ſhe in pre- 


tenſes to enlarge her unjuſt conqueſts ; 
treaties are no ſecurity, they are ſnares 3 
and the ſooner broken for the advantage 
they give them. Every nation bears 
witneſs to their perfidy. Inceſſant war 


is Auguſtus's policy. Conſcious that in a 


time of tranquillity and reflection, when 
a bold ſtroke would not give the ſtate 


too great a ſhock, another tyrant{kill- 
ing Brutus might ariſe; he amuſes the 


Romans with ſpectacles and triumphs, 
or alarms them with forged tales of 
publick danger. But for this every Re- 
man would play the Brutus. O Prince, 


honour directs my tongue; and well do 


I know Rome, the people's inclinations, 


| and Czſar's apprehenſion, 


« ButI forget myſelf, moſt mighty mo- 


narch, in thus enlarging on the ſtate of 
Rome and Germania's miſeries to thee, 
who unqueſtionably haſt received the like 
repreſentations from ſome brave patriots ; 


they have laid before thee the na- 


66 tion's 
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«Yes, Prince, I am that Arminius, 
* whom, when through errour, and not 
without baſe venality, I kept myſelf 
neuter, you ſtrove to detach from the 
Roman intereſt, O Marbod, that guilt 


tion's | wretchedneſs and ſhame; yes, 
Prince, theſe things are known to thee ; 


and I read thy ſenſe of our ſufferings in 
thine indignant look. Marbod will not 


diſmiſs Arminius without ſuccours; he 
will not leave the unequal ſtruggle to 


my aged fire and me; he graſps his ſuc- | 


ceſsful ſword, and will head our forces: 
how- will they be animated by the pre- 
ſence of ſuch a leader! 


I have expiated ; ſpotleſs is thy fame; 
then ſully it not. Aſſiſt us, join us, 
with us avenge the cauſe of injured 
Princes; break their ſhackles, and be 


the deliverer of the world. Even now 
Varus ſees the Cheruſci in motion, and 


the Chauci and Catti are irritated by his 
haughtineſs; war in all its horrours is 
pouring down from all parts upon the 

» 6 Roman 
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60 — and thaſbperione pb es] their 
6 legions is at prefent divided; every cir- 
* cumſtance, O King, awakens thee; now 
ig the time for freedom and glory; un- 
& der thee our numerous forces fall dif- 
c perſe theſe robbers of the world. Itis 


ec in thy power to carry the war into their 
„ own territories, and to terminate thy ca- 


6 reer with the deſtruction of Rome.” 


The monarch was elated with the proſ- 
pect of ſuch glory; his ardour for Ger- 
mania's weal fluſhed. in his cheeks, But 


his benevolent ſoul was ruled by a fraudu- 
| Tent minifter, verſed in the guileful art f 


rendering it ſubſervient to his own purpoſes. 
Oft veiled he his deceit with oppoſition 
to the King's ſentiments, and ſometimes 
yielded; enſnaring ſubmiſſion! but much 
oftener drew he his ſovereign into his in- 


Jurious views. Giſmund was the name of 


this ſycophant; by birth a Geta, a people 
bordering on the Black Sea: a nation de- 
ceitful and cruel, and living in haughty ſa- 
vageneſs, with hearts inſenſible to the im- 

2 preſſions 
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preſfions of ſocial virtue. Giſmund forced 
his way through the croud of courtiers into 
Marbod's favour, and by flatteries caught 
his generous inclination, Oft does a Prince 


to every occurrence, while the fumes of 
flattery miſlead his obſcured fight, Inven- 
_ tive diſtreſs had improved Giſmund's natu- 


had introduced him to court. 


| . ws Thus however to the hero replyed Mar- 


bed, his native heroiſm yet untainted by 


I | others, O Prince] O hero! thy propo- 


e fal is worthy of thee, and though thy 
tte ſword alone enſures ſuceeſs, yet ſhall 
ct not my people decline ſuch an occaſion 


« 


N . 
F 


| tp invites the ae "oy to remain 
| a little: while with him, that by avoiding 


too precipitate a riſing againſt Rome, they 
might weigh more maturely the conduct of 


the war, in repeated deliberations. Seldom 


think that he rules the ſtate, and fees in- 


ral malignity, and a countenance ever open 


c of glory; too long has Germany groaned 
I p 3 60 wer ignominious woes,” 


does 


1 
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does a Prince's invitation meet with refu- 


ſal. Siegmar's ſon accepted of it the more 
willingly, as a means of knowing the tem- 


per of the court; and now every tongue 


is ſull of the hero's praiſes, all admire his 
. graceful port, his zeal for ſuffering Ger- 
many, and the dignity of his elocution, The 


apartment in which Marbod entertained. 
his illuſtrious gueſt was adorned with a 
floor and pillars of marble, the united ef- 
forts of Greece and Rome; the walls were 
covered with animating paintings, where 
art equalled the ſubjects repreſeated. The 
victories. of the Germans, Marbod's civil 
improvements, the ſignal events under his 


anceſtors, were all here delineated, and 


engaged Arminius's attention more than the 
unmeaning glitter of emboſſed ſilver, gold, 
and marble. On the verdant- lope of a 


hill ood Cæſar; on the oppoſite fide Ario- 


vi//us, large of ſtature ; both in boaſtful at- 
titudes, with pride, deceit, and reſentment 
in their looks ; both returning from a con- 
ference, and irritated againſt each other; ; 
the one confident of victory, as being ever 

Vor. . 5 victo- 


6 ARMIN1IUS, „ 


viftotious, the other nettled at an affront 
then firſt offered to Rome. 2 


* *% 
+. 


Theſe ohjects moved FIRE greatly, 
and drew tears of joy from his eyes. Mar- 
bod ſmiled at them; but Giſmind, with af. 
feCted pleaſantry, ſaid, „ We ſhall have 
« ſuch repreſentations of thee, O Prince! 
« and many artiſts will exerciſe their (kill 
5 | | C on thy achievements; for fure am © 
«'thirie arm will ſhow dend Romans that 
| „ they are not invincible.” Gorgeous 
2 cCouches were placed round the table; eve · 
it part proclaimed the grandeur of the Mar- 
comanuic Prince. Vain parade! while a 
baſe miniſter governed his ductile heart. 
This artful favourite returned bis ſove- 
reign's profuſions to him in the moſt la- 
 viſh expenſes for his pleaſure; rows of 
purchaſed beauties did he provide him, for 
ſtill a propenſity to woman raged in Mar- 
bod's ſhrivelled veins. Even a daughter of 
his own had he proſtituted to the King's 
ſalacious embraces, railing himſelf to prefer- 
ment by the unnatural ſacrifice. But among 


all. 
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all the beauties of the court Matilda's charms 
bore the palm; her father was not able to 


look on her without deſire! ſhe was the 
moſt admired ornament of the palace, as 
uniting with German virtue, a Roman po- 
liteneſs. Her rich mind was alſo tintured 


with ſcience... Having, before ſhe made 


her appearance, heard ſo advantageous a 
deſcription of Arminius, for he was now the 
talk of. the whole court, ſhe darted many a 
look towards him, too frequent to ele 
the obſervation of ſo many rivals. 


Fifty youths of noble deſcent ſerved up the 
coſtly repaſt, while others bare the richeſt 
wines, in golden utenſils : every eye was daz- 
zled with the feſtal luxuriancy. Amidſt all 
this ſplendour, the divided croud ſaw only 
the arrogant Gſmund, his countenance viſibly 


governed both his ſovereign and the ban- 


quet; ſome bearts glowed with indigna- 


tion, others ſwelled with ſelfiſh joy at the 


ſight. 


The deleiouſbeſ of the banquet was 
heightened by the chantings of foreign ſong- 
E 2 ſters; 


52 ARMINIUS, or. 


ſters; enervating melody | dangerous was 
the ſtation to virtue; - wine, ſplendour, vi- 
ands of rich taſte, muſick, example which 


adds force to all, pe to n the yet 
uncorrupted mind, 


But to the martial ſongs only Arminius 
lent an ear; the bards Hons were worthy 
of a hero's attention: they ſung the defy- 
ing taunt given by the Germans to Czfar ; 
how the gallant Sevian Prince had nearly 
| plucked the laurel from his lofty brow. A-. 
rioviſtus too was not omitted; his ardour 
againſt the invader, and glorious even in 
his retreat. By theſe lays the bards meant 
to keep Arminius's ſpirits on the ſtretch, 
unrelaxed amidſt ſuch a ſeductive ſcene; 
and in a full chorus they again ſtrained 
their extatick throats. | «© Come now, O 
« hero |. glory of the Ceſarean line; raiſe 
« to thyſelf trophies on our diſgrace : ariſe, 
ce Tiberius, ariſe,; again bring palms to the 
% triumphant Prince; again ſee the trium- 
8 phal car with milky ſteeds aſcends the 
ce acclaiming mount. Sunk in ſleep lies 

| 6 ' the 
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e the Marcomannic warriour and the in- 


6 trepid Boian; from Germania's fields they 
& drove the invading eagles, but now they 
„ ſleep.” Arminius tranſported, fanſies him- 


ſelf in the heat of the battle; but Matil- 


da's charms arreſt the 0 ſallies of his 


\ 


CO Leader? | ſaid e, cc thy manners 


© have nothing of that ferocity which Ger- 


©« ans eſteem ſacred as the eſſence of vir- 


6 tue, as the chief ſupport of an eminent 


© character, while they eſteem gentleneſs 


as the mark of an ignoble ſoul ; but 


„thou, O Prince, attempereſt ſeverity with 


* Roman politeneſs and Grecian pleaſantry; 
“ it is thy virtue only, and thy noble ſenti- 
ments that ſpeak thee a German. May 


I preſume to make thee one requeſt: 
this is to give us a deſcription of Rome, 
d her court, her temples, her amphi- 
theatres; her games; the famous capi- 
4 tol; and the rows of palaces on her 


. ſeuen hills. Omit not, I pray thee, the 


* Reman ladies; their perſons, their ha- 
EL 3: « bits, 


54 


cc 


bit, and their cuſtoms ; for much have 


J heard of their beauty and La he and 


6 


too much of their amours. If 


I Fair lady,” . Arminius, *< ſuch 


a deſire, though from ſo charming a 
mouth, gives me pain, as reviving in 


my mind my former infamy. If in pli- 


«ant youth I yielded to ſome offers, and 


44 


conſiderable they were, the remember- 


- ance of my guilt till rankles in my breaſt: 
now both in ſoul and body am I bent 
againſt thoſe. rapacious incendiaries, I 
long to ſee my guilt expiated in Raman 
blood; to the ſhedding of Reman blood 


I devote my ſword and my lance : ra- 
pid- as an eagle, will I ſhed that exe- 


crable blood.  Germania's groans are at 
an end; if we ſtill bear the yoke, yet 
ſoon ſhall we, with diſdainful fury, caſt 
it off, and to ſhivers ſhall it be broken 
with inſult by the force of our victori- 


ous arms. O beautiful lady, lay not 


| open again thoſe cloſed wounds. —— I 


© would loſe all memory of that diſgrace- 
n 1 
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& ful period; excuſe me, therefore, if with 
« German plainneſs I decline relating what 
to know was the s my ſeduced 
66 yOu * 


— * Marbsd nnd Matilda's . 
„What this young lady aſked,” ſaid he, 
44 is ſuitable to her ſex; and far is all ma- 
© lignancy from the intention of her heart. 
I too have ſome queſtions to propoſe. 
Is Rome like what it was in my time? 
How does Auguſtus ſecure his throne!? 
Are they reconciled to his government? 
«or is it by force that he rules? Do the 
people want only an opportunity to re- 
volt? What means the profound tran- 
5. quillity at Rome? Does it proceed from 
affection, artifice, or puſillanimity? Re- 
* tain her ſenate no ſenſe of their for- 
6, mer importance? Unfold to us their de- 
vices, which, hadſt not thou exerted thy- 


<<. ſelf, wordt have n too ä 
e us.” 


. * 1 ” - N kc 
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a Arminius excuſed himſelf, as unequal to 

0 important a taſæ; but the King (and 
Kings deſires are irreſiſtible) encouraging | 
him, he prepared to comply. The. com- 
pany withdrew into a private apartment, 
remote from the tumult of the palace, 
where Marh:d held his deliberations with 
his treacherous miniſter. Many extol Ar- 
minius's graceful deportment, and his low 
opinion of ſuch high abilities; but, alas 
ſad depravity of the human heart, in more 
| had m ne ber ardawe a 


3 T3519] 
1K 15 a * 


ce Kü ; Prins, is very differ- | 
ent from what it was; flavery.is to be 
„ read in every look. Both ſenate and 


an. people, all ranks, are wholely degene- 


cc rated from that fortitude and courage, 
. which once proved their reſource in 
c every ſtreight; which ſaved them when 
the raging foe, at the very gates, vowed 
the deſtruction of their city. They are 
c now afraid of taking a retroſpect of an- 
& cient times, when their conſtitution and 
* * mivrals gained them univerſal eſteem ; 
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or when grown inſolent by proſperity, 
with unjuſt valour, they ſubdued nations; 
© and from friends of mankind became 
their deſtroyers : when a Roman ſenatour 
deemed himſelf equal to a monarch ; 
and when Princes walked fettered in 
ee their triumphs, before the lofty car of 
Reman chiefs ; when to their tribunal 
monarchs themſelves were cited, and 
* tamely ſubmitted to its award: all theſe 
things have they forgot ; beguiled by the 
artful courteſy of Auguſtus, who grati- 
fying their favourite diſpoſition,” and feed- 
ing them with a ſhow of liberty, had re- 
conciled them to his uſurpation. 
„ They are all ſworn to his ſervice, in- 
ſomuch that ſcarce the ſmalleſt ſparkle of 
tumult breaks out among them. It is 
now the reign of ſlavery and vice, and 
this will probably ſoon ſee its period, as 
e being built on the extinction of luer 
* and virtue. 


be | Yours, came into their hands; a 
"mn Prince of the imperial lineage proved a 
| 955 & father 


* 


* father to me; Dru ſus 1: Drufus * ! 
* dear honoured name! How wiſe thy 
goodneſs! How much to be prized thy 
< inſtructions! He taught me the art of 
% war, the government of paſſions, and 
* prudence in conduct. I grew up under 
the ſhade of his laurels; he recommended 

to me to form myſelf after ſome diſtin- 

«© ouiſhed hero; he himſelf was my pat- 

tern; my warm gratitude ſaw in him 

« every excellence, and that . too in its 

* moſt dazzling luſtre, He perceived this, 

and placed great confidence in me. I 

% quitted voluptuous Rome, and at his 

« fide learned to vanquiſh the ſtubborn 

* foe, ——— Oh! how his noble heart 

felt for Rome's degeneracy, and free - 

<< dom's overthrow: Oft have I known 


* Druſum Livia, com Auguſto pravida nup- 
Filet, intra menſem tertium peperit; fuitque 
ſuſpicio, ex vitrico per adulterii conſuetudi- 
nem procreatum. Set, cap. i. 77h. Cl. Driſ. 
1 F him 


4 
66 


ce 
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bim check the violence of 8 
power; and ſo much did the publick 


ſervitude grieve him, that the regard he 
paid to Auguſtus was purely as his ſon: 
When that godlike hero expired “, Ro- 
man freedom breathed its laſt gaſp, and 
with him died the genius of Rome, It was 


a day indeed, by me ever to be comme- 
morated with doleful ſolemnities; the re 
turns due to thoſe pangs of anguiſh, 
thoſe tears which Rome's decline drew 


from him, and to his nervous glow of 


rage againſt the authours of his coun- 


try's ruin, The times, cryed he, are 


coming upon us, when Rome will totally 


forget to whom ſhe owed her long courſe 


of victories and her extenſive conqueſts; 
when the love of liberty will be ac- 
counted an airy notion, when vice ſhall 
over-run us as a torrent, and ſcarce a 


*Fuiſſe autem, creditur, non minus glo- 


rioſi quam civilis animi, &c. nec diſſimulaſſe 
unquam, priſtinum ſe reipublice ſtatum quan- 


doque reſtituturum, fi poſſet, Suet. Tib. CA. 
. | : 


cc trace 


bo 


«c. 
"I 
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wist of virtue de ſeen Ang us. Ah! 
natal city, high ſtandeſt thou in fame, 
but thy ruin is at hand; thy crimes un- 


dermine thee. A ſtate without virtue 
muſt ſoon ſink into infamous ruin, the 
daſtardly prey of every invader. Oh, 
that I were not Druſus / Brutus better 

ſuits my temper; then, Rome, would I, 

even this day, dedicate to thee my faith- 
ful arm; then would I break the wretch- 
ed yoke, and avenge our calamities on 
our vices. But nature denies me the 
<« glorious deed, and virtue in Druſus is 


treachery and paricide: Oh, young man, 


could 1 lay open my heart, what a 


mournful ſpectacle would it exh! * 


. noon, | _ 


— 


Then ROE a a 8 in a 
real ſenſe of his dignity. I more than 


once endeavoured to work on his patrio- 


tick heart as the ſole hope of Rome, What 
mighty things depend on thy hand! 
Nome, the world, even Germania herſelf 
expects relief from Druſus : the uni- 


ce verſe 
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verſe hails thee its deliverer. No: hea- 


cc_ 


cc 
cc 


cc 


ce 
ce 
46 


0 


cc 


cc 


ven will not permit the efforts of thy 


virtues to be defeated by a diſſembling 
tyrant. Time, vigilance, and the fa- 


vour of the gods, will {till give thee an 
CC ; 


opportunity of freeing thy enthralled 
country, of ſupporting her proſperity by 


equity towards other nations, and of 


curbing domeſtick licentiouſneſs. What 


if thy Romans be fettered, who can fet- 
c 


ter freedom; oft does it break forth when . 
leaſt apprehended, and by deſpair only 


grows the ſtronger. 


ee All this could not talm the ügitated he- 
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ro; he delighted not in the havock of war; 
humane concern diſplayed itſelf ſtrongly 
in him after the carnage of a victory; 
and tempered his joy at the increaſe of 
Rome's grandeur. Rome actuated all the 
movements of his ſoul; for her he fou ght, 
for her he planned; but often do the 
wiſer gods fruſtrate the ardent hero's 
ſchemes 3 with blemithes and defects have 


: « they 
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they tarniſhed all ſublunary worth: 2 
hateful inactivity not ſeldom obſcures the 


hero's glory; oft too ill- judged command 
reſtrains the warriour's ardour. But of 
every virtue, every amiable quality was 
he poſſeſſed ; his glory was not founded 
ſolely on his ſword ; Rome idolized him, 


the very nations he ſubdued bleſſed him; 


with ſuch tender lenity did he ſooth 
their diſtreſſes, and alleviate the various 
burthens of conqueſt. 4. WH 


« May I own it, Druſus's eminent vir- 
tues diſpleaſed me; my heart roſe againſt 


them; they ſtung me; perhaps it was 


envy: yet, excuſable, and to me happy 
was the envy; for it ſtimulated me to 


emulation : ſhall a German, oft thought 
I, be ſurpaſſed by a Roman? Is ſuch. 


nobleneſs of ſoul the portion only of the 


world's triumphant ſpoilers? I will ſhow 
the contrary; I will free my dear na- 


tive land : Germania's fame and freedom 


ſhall be retrieved by me. I remained, 
8 | 2 | | cc how- 
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0 however, ſtill in the Roman ſervice, till 
< become. more _ to ſuch an under- 


4 taking. 5 Wa 


= Whatever crime there may be in ſuch. 


4 a conduct, yet never was I employed 


* apainſt Germany. I formed myſelf with 


© diligence; I made conſiderable progreſs 


t in the ſciences of Greece and Name. How. 


cc dull the warriour's glory when compared 
© to thoſe. Oh, the ſweets of knowledge! 
<« the raptures of ſtudious ſpeculations ? 


IJ conformed to their cuſtoms; I even 


e aſſumed a Latin name; but under all ſo- 
| © reign appearances, my heart was wholely 


, German. IIl did thoſe foreigners now 
4 me; they meant me to be the inſtru- 
< ment of their ambition. Often, in ſport, 


<« have they hailed me conquerour of Ger- 
e many, placing a wreath of jaurel on my 


<«. head ; how did my blood boil at theſe 


« * reproachful honours 


c Aug uſtus had all a father's fondneſs for 


4 * and communicated to him 


51 thoughts 
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<« thoughts of high import. I perceive the 
young German, ſaid he, to be a great 
e favourite of thine; I have the better opi- 
nion of him for thy preference. On thy fa- 
<« thet's demiſe, all the acquiſitions of Rome 
are thine; thou wilt be the ſovereign of 
the univerſe. The once ſtubborn Ro- 
«< mans I have accuſtomed to the yoke of 
” ſovereignty ; ; perilous was the attempt, 
ti but a work of neceſſity: courteſy and be- 
„ nevolence compenſate for the meaſures 
« by which I ſeiſed the throne. Thee 
« the people idolize ; to thee their willing 
< hearts are devoted, won by thy virtue; 
te but thy courage is now called forth, 
« ſhow thyſelf worthy of thy lineage and 
"6 the empire, 


c The Germans, I am informed, are in 
C a profound repoſe ; their menaces to re- 
« venge Arioviſius are ſubſided. I in- 
<« tend thou ſhalt head an expedition againſt 
„ them; to ſubdue that ferocious people 
«will greatly enhance thy renown, and 

; | ( fix 


40 
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cc 
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fix thee in the peoples affections: this 
is my view. Take Arminius with thee; 
* the ſplendour of his preſent appearance 


may allure ſome of the barbarian chiefs ; 


with yalour mingle a gentleneſs of man- 
ners, clemency, and liberality; theſe often 


prevail more than arms; theſe are the 


arts by which I have ſubjeQed Rome 
herſelf to the imperial yoke, 


600 Toftigated by this ſpeech, the an 
Druſus puts on his military accoutrements 
with alacrity; and Livia, in beauty as in 
rank ſupreme, tranſported at this proſpect 
of glory to her ſon, bedewed her lovely 


cheeks with tears of joy, The temples 


blazed with offerings for our ſucceſs ; we 


ſoon joined the army, and the ſoldiery 
marched in full confidence of ſucceſs un- 


der Druſus. We had now paſſed the 
confines of Itah, and ob, torturing ſight ! 
the Roman eagles po on German 


6c « ground. 


V. E —_— 


4 — 


6 ARMINIUS, r 
Here, great Prince, | thy commands 


t recal woeful ſcenes ; my heart, though not 


« of the ſofteſt temper, ſhrinks back with 
% horror. Little has be of nature in him, 


« who, without various emotions, can re- 


count the calamities of his country, rava- 


<oed by a licentious army; by luſt wanton- 


ing in cruelty and rapine. I would ſpare 
« myſelf the relation; thoſe days of hor- 


© ror are yet of recent memory, and 1 


<« flatter myſelf, have left ſuitable impreſ- 
& ſions on every Marcomannic heart.” 


He ceafed : the King graciouſly aſſented 
to his pauſe. At thy conveniency,” 
ſaid he, © reſume the narration; much 
% does it pleaſe the audience: ſcarce is 
ce midnight coming on, and who would 
*© not forego ſleep to hear ſuch an inte- 
« reſting tale from Arminius.” Matilda 
- now enamoured, intimated her deſire of 


hearing the ſequel; and with accents ſweet | 


as muſick's ſofteſt ſtrains, thus beſpoke him: 
« Brave Arminius, may ſucceſs ever attend 
gk . 


. 
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« thee! by thee be thoſe days of horrout 
« avenged ; by thee be Germania reſtored ; 
ec may every nation join thee in the taſk.” 
A bluſh here beſpread the lovely hero's face, 
as conſcious of preſumption in the monarch's 
preſence. Giſmund himſelf, the aban- 
doned Geta, withheld not his feigned praiſe: 

« Nature,” cryed he, © formed thee a 
Prince! rejoice, O Germania, in thy Ar- 
© minins.” Matilda's eyes ſparkled at her 
father's praiſes ; but he watching her looks, 


ſaw into her heart; he deteſted her for it; 


and amidſt the affeQation- of eaſy gaiety, 
fell rancour fat lowering on his brow. The 
hero, however, now prepared to continue 


| his narrative. 


Exod of BOOK U. 


The following Nags mould n come 
— in after the word Catti, page 46. 


ads Amitiam et Viſurgim ad Septemtriorem, 
ſeaOceanum, erant Chauci. Cell. Not. Orb. ant. 
lib. ii. c. 5. Catti uſque ad Mcenum habita- 
bant, ampliſſima natio, et. late diffuſa, ab oriu 
vſque'Salam amnem per Thuringiam ; a Sep- 
temtrione in Weſtphaliam ad Paderbornenſes 


figes, et præter Haſſiam, Wetteraviam, et par- 


tem- Rhenani tradus, ac ripas Loni fluvii, in- 


ter hos fines omnia poſſidebant. idem. The 
Chauci were famous for their valour and juſtice, 


but by reaſon of their poverty, and living 
among the banks and rocks of the ſea were 


very wretched, ſeeing themſelves continually 


expoſed to certain and frequent inundations, 
They dwelt between Embden and the Elbe, and 


both ſhores of the Meſer as far as Munden, which 


joined them to the Cazti, Barre, part 1. p. 23. 
The Catti inhabited the county of Shaumburg, a 


part of Brunſwick, Hildeſheim, part of Thuringia, 
Mansfeld, Waldeck, part of Hee, Lemgu, Pe | 


 derborn, Fulda, c. Barre, part 1. p. 22. 
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Arminius gives an account of Germany; and 
therein mare particularly of Druſus's victo- 
ries ; his grief at thiſe ſucceſſes ; and laſt- 
by, the death of his tutor and patron. To 
this be adds, by way of contraſt, the por- 
trait of Varus; dwells an his haughti- 
meſs, and bis intent of governing the people 
by terrour. Arminius prepares for his 
. enterpriſe, and reſolves on war. Giſ- 
mund attends him to his bedchamber. Brene 
no diſcovers a love of magnificence. Ar- 
minius warns him againſt it. Matilda 
in great diſorder reveals her paſſion to ber 
confidante Frigunda, who conſoles her on 
| the - occaſion; but the flame being iner - 
 tanguiſhable, ſhe adviſes her to conſult 4 

forcereſs. Matilda rejects the propoſal, 

and quitting her beg <a we. dif 
eanſolate, «| 
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LL-fated Germania / with thine own 

hand to brandiſh the torch of diſ- 
cord throughout thy wide dominions, 
and with unnatural frenzy tear out thine 
own bowels ; inteſtine feuds have been 
thy ſcourge, Hadſt thou cheriſhed con- 
cord, never hadſt thou known defeat ; 
the edge of foreign ſteel had been blunted 
againſt thee, Neither virtue nor glory 
were the incentives of thy warriours ; 
pillage was their lure; and in their ar- 
rogant greedineſs they ſhared the ſpoil 
before the battle. The Cheruſci inſiſted 


12  ARMINIUS, or 


«<-on the horſes *; the Suevi bellowed out, 
« Be ours the gold and ſilver; the Sicam- 
& bri claimed the captives f. But vain 
« was their confidence; their ſavage cou- 
«« rage fell before Roman diſcipline, and 
« they received the yoke : ſoon I hope 
&« to caſt it of, In theſe actions indeed 
I was preſent; but I atteſt the gods, 
«© my heart bled at our ſucceſſes; many a 


 * Cheruſci equos, Suevi aurum et argen- 

tum; Sicambri captivos elegerant ; ſed omnia 
retrorſum ! Victor namque Druſus equos, pe- 
cora, torques eorum, ipſoſque præda diviſit et 
vendidit. Florus. „ - 


8. 7 Steambri, quorum vetus bees ſupra Lup- 
| plam fait, 8 Notit. Orb. Ant. tom. v. lib. 2. 


_ 


The Sicambri, 5 confiſted of ha = | 
| the Tencteri, and Bructeri, and afterwards call- 
ed Francs, inhabited the country between the 
ſea and the Maine. Barre, vol. i. p. 22. 


4 Quippe Germati vii n _ doit 
erant. Florus. ; : 


” „ 


nn 
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« ſleepleſs” night did T ſpend, lamenting 


& Germania's diſgrace z but to declare my- 
s ſelf, the times did not permit. 

Druſus ſaw my behaviour, for I al- 
«« ways fought near him; and to my ſhame 


« I own it, this head has worn Roman 
«© wreaths ſolemnly conferred. The Ro- 


% mans had forgot my birth, and the Ger- 
% mans no longer conſidered. me as theirs, 


cc Thus, i in ſucceſsful battles, did I learn to 


e conquer under Druſus, and to improve 
« valour by the various arts of warfare, 
« After overcoming the Tencteri, and Li- 
e petes *, intrepid nations, but ſtran- 
e gers to diſcipline, we continued our 


" march as far as the Black- Fore/t t, where 


* TenQeri et Uſipetes ad Rhenum venerunt. 
Gl Not. Orb. Ant. lib. 2. c. 5. | 


Primos domuit Ulipetes, inde TenRtero: per- 
rurrit, Florus. 


I Invium atque Woche ad id tempus Her- 
ien ſaltum patefecit. Florus. 
23 | << nee 


"4 ARMIN IVS, 
« never before had the felling axe been 


4 heard; here Druſus erected a monument 


« of his victories and unparalleled march. 
“% The foreſt rang with the ſhouts of the 
C exulting victors, while I curſt in my 
« heart the inſulting ſounds. 


« Many joined the Roman eagles, al- 

„ Jured by the magnificence of my appear- 
« ance ; many execrated me as a traitor to 
« my country: both gave me pain; but 
« with much greater grief ſaw I the uni- 

« verſal corruption; the fame of Germany 
„ bartered for gold, and hardy chiefs cor- 

6 rupted with toys and trinkets; theſe 
* were bloodleſs conqueſts, and in which 
% Rume has moſt power and ſkill: the | 
« Elbe * now ſaw the eagles diſplayed 5 | 

<« its banks, and rouſed its fierce borde 

«© to arms, men of ſtern countenances, and 
<« large limbs, farmidable in. ä 


bo Præſidia atque cuſtodias ubique diſpoſui 
pe * —_— perAlbim, Viſurgim. Florus, 
$2 e 


e IR 
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« hut by gold we ſoftened ſome of their 
& chiefs : thus a defection enſued ; and the 
46 reſt, after a wild reſiſtance, fell beneath 
c our ſwords, which neyer ſpared an op- 


« poling foe. 


< After much-bloodſhed, and the ſuc- 
&« ceſsleſs efforts of deſerted patriotiſm, 


„„ Germania's ferocity took a milder turn *; 


« the earth and heavens put on a more 
6 pleaſing aſpect, and to murky ſtorms 


© ſucceeded bland ſerenity; a new kind of 


c ſoftneſs, imitative of elegance, intro- 


« duced itſelf into the manners of both 


« ſexes; laws were made for cultivation, 


private ſafety, and publick order. Such 


6 preat things, O King, can a hero achieve; 


„ for from Druſus's attention chiefly ſprung 


„ theſe changes. He now impoſed tribu- 


8 tary taxes, which the peple mindful of 
60 recent calamities, tam * paid. They. | 


* Ea denique in Germania, pax erat, ut mp-. 
tati homines, alia terra, cœlum ipſum, mitius. 
molliuſque ſolito videretur. Florug, 


* 66. 


16 ARMIN IU S, 


« ſubmitted to his laws; for ſure puniſh- 
« ment was inflicted on the offender. They 
4 did, and I lamented the decay of Ger- 


© man ſpirit: if to be virtuous, thought 


« I, we muſt be ſavage, let our fens and 


* woods remain ſtill our abodes; curſed 


be all improvements that are productive 
of vena] effeminacy and ſervile depra - 


c vation. But that we were conquered, 


«©. corrupted, and infatuated, did not ſa- 


« tisfy Druſus; he wanted to ſubdue our 
e ſavageneſs and pride, the products of 
ancient times, when profound quiet 
_ © reigned throughout our wilds, or ſouth- 
« ward expeditions returned laden with 
< ſpoil; he eſteemed virtue, and he held 


-66 


* the ruggedneſs of our manners to be a 


<< diſguiſe to ours. As my German diſ- 


«< poſition, therefore, was not totally ef- 
+* faced by foreign refinements, he would 
_ < ſometimes gently reprimand me. A na- 
* tion, ſaid he, is happy whilſt it checks 
the growth of vice; the only ſentiment 


«- of your Germans is pride; that gives the 


& biaſs to their virtues and vices. You 


„ have 
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have ſeen, Arminius, the dire effects of 
unbridled rage among them as well as 
among us; and had heaven frowned on 
our attempts, and bold they were, they 
who now crouch to us would have 
drenched their weapons in Roman blood. 
My friend, -unleſs we conquer vice, we 


have done nothing; the ſeeds of revolt 
will ever be ſhooting forth, if vice be not 


4e plucked up by the roots. | Rome at length 


c 
40 
40 
cc 
cc 
T: 


40 


cc 


cc 


cs 


has reached the ſummit of grandeur ; far- 


ther extent of domain adds not to her 


power; but on Germania's connection 
with us depends her own welfare: Say, 
owes ſhe not the moſt valuable bleſſings 
to our care?—-O King, if ever Roman 
front deſerved the laurel ; could Germa- 


nia, without ſhame, cord; a foreign 


lord Druſus had been he; Druſus 
was that lord; under Druſus liberty flou- 
riſhed inviolate. To him I ſwore fide- 
lity ; I always obſerved it; thou thyſelf, 


% O King, mighteſt have ſubmitted to Dru- 
0e * * alas! with qualities becoming 


« a god, 


— 
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« 2 god, Druſus was mortal! I loſt him: 
cc a ſudden death, deſtructive poiſon, con- 
ce trived by Tartarean envy, plucked the re- 
% ſplendent jewel from its erown*. Druſus, 
« the amiable, the gallant, the delight of 
& mankind, fell by the machinations of high- 
« ſtationed wickedneſs; from thy court, O 
« worthy Prince, far be ſuch murtherous 
& traitors ! That I ſurvived the loſs, I owe 
& to thee; when wild with deſpair, I em- 
<« braced the dear corpſe, I bethought me 


NH 


c of thee; Germania's hope ſuddenly rou- 


« fed me from the lethargy into which 1 


& had ſunk; and. the thought prevented 
« me from following my patron by the 


te fame deadly potion. It was not yet a 
<« time for me to throw aſide the maſk ; 


cc. my mind became now more buſied i in 


. Unde tie. 3 He auſos, ſuſ- 
pectum eum Auguſto revocatumque ex provin- 
cia; et quia cunctaretur, interceptum veneno. 
Quod equidem magis, ne prætermitterem, retuli, 
quam quia verum, aut veriſimile putem. Ser. 
Tib. Cl. 1 b. 5. ES. 
; « form- 
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et forming plans for the general freedom. 
« Yes, O King! if I continued ftill a 
<<. mercenary of Rome, the tool of her am- 
« bition, it was with a view of ſtriking a 
cc ſurer blow in the cauſe of Germany. Ti- 
6 gerius has alſo done feats in war, but he 
<< never felt the ambition of a hero. Ig- 
noble jealouſy hurried him to the field; 
„yet victory followed him, and oppoſition 
5 be fled before his impetuous career, till 
*F * Pannonia's numerous hoſts appeared in 
= <« arms, endowed at once with courage 
and ſkill; thy conduct, thy valour, at 
cc that 8 every tongue celebrates; ſub- 


| « diviſions of the Reman corps became ne- 
] t ceſſary, and Saturninus haſtened to rein- 
| cc force the endangered prince. | 

: &« Varus ſucceeded in the command; 


* harſh and inglorious his ſway ; his mea- 
«« ſures rather thoſe of a ſordid Italian præ- 


« tor * than of a Roman general; the tent 
ne 


* Vari QuinQiliilibidinem ae fuperbiam 
haud ſecvs, quam ſævitiam, odiſſe caperunt. Au- 
| ſus 
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<« he changes into a tribunal, I might 
4 even ſay à market, ſelling and buying 
„there whole provinces, while Germania's 
<<. princes degrade themſelves into his cuſ- 
„ tomers: much more ſuitable enſigns to 
« him are the faſces than the ſword. By 
« ill-acquired popularity he roſe, and for 
© his preſent ill-beſtowed poſt may thank 
& his boiſterous eloquence in the ſenate. 
« How the wretch, void of any perſonal 
“ merit himſelf, vapours about the glories 
of his lineage, and wearies out his ſilent 
bs gueſts, with two of his anceſtors ſlain in 
< their country's cauſe ! His groveling ſoul 
< feels not the martial ardour of a Raman; 
« his incapacity diffuſes itſelf through the 
% camp; rigour of diſcipline, the ſoul of 
* war, droops in every department, and 
LE failure ng will ſoon . 
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Fig ile agere ln et in caftris ; jus dice- 
bat, quaſi violentiam Barbarorum et lictoris vir- 
gis, et præconis voce poſſet ic hibere. Florus. 
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© cludes the world to be plunged in an 


eternal ſleep. Theſe, ſaid he, are the | 


oy 


6c. 


4 military exerciſes ceaſed, diſcipline was Y 


© laughed at. I ſtill retained them how- 
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The debauched army takes large 


4 


draughts of luxury; this beſotted com- 
mander introduced among them ſoften- 
ing affluence, and along with it came 
voluptuouſneſs, riot, and neglect. The 


ever in my corps; and not a day paſſed, 
but I trained them to the uſe of weapons, 
to the ſeveral evolutions incident to ac- 
tion, and to games which invigorate and 
render pliant the body. The Roman chief 
heard of my diligence; he heard of it 


with coldneſs, and called it affectation of 


ſingularity ; ſhort-ſighted man, he con- 


times purchaſed by Rome's victorious 
arms; times of peace and ſubjection, 
and which require not the rigour of diſ- 


cipline, and the fatigues of daily exer- 


ciſe. Does not Auguſtus ſway the Roman 
ſceptre? does not Germany tremble 


through all her wilds? Is there a nation 
Vo. I. | G „ 


# 
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5 in the world which has not bent the knee 
« to Rome? Why any ſhow then of war 
ee in ſuch tranquil times? Peace huma- 
ce nizes barbariſm; its attendant improve- 
« ments and pleaſures will in time turn 
5+ ferocity into A/iatick ſoftneſs. Yet did 
« he never appear abroad without a band 
of ſtern {ors with their. rods and once, 
in diſguſtful parade. | | 


T: These ES of profound quiet ſuited | 
«© his inactivity; he indulged them; and I 
te availed myſelf of his neglect to fit out 
& the Cheru/ci. I privately conveyed to 
6 their clans both horſes and arms; with 
« advice that I ſhould myſelf ſoon be with 
4 them: they rejoiced that the arm which 
++ had fought for Rome would now ſtretch 
6 forth itſelf in the cauſe of Germany. 
« Sizgmar, my honoured father, grudged 
« every day's delay; he condemned the 
«© yeil which had covered my eyes; and 
<* urged me immediately to caſt it away, or 

| * «. © forego 


we 
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e forego for ever the title of Prince of the 
66 Cheruſci i. 


* 1 have thrown it away, and now 1 
ce tread the path of undiſguiſed honour, the 
«path which leads to freedom and to fame; 
4 the path in which every true German will 
4 follow me, The times preſent an au- 
6 ſpicious proſpect: Rome fleeps every 

6 where; Auguſtus himſelf thinks that ad- 

tc verſe events have broken the German 

« ſpirit; a deluſion founded on his own 

te feeble ſoul. This is the criſis, O King, 
4 for glory! This enterpriſe will perpetu- 
5 ate thy honoured name; admiring pof- 
6 terity ſhall read it in the brighteſt rolls of 
« fame, and future monarchs build their 
* reputation on thy animating example: 
thus to thee will Germany owe her pre- 
£ ſent deliverance, and her welfare under 
5 princes yet unborn, | 


* 
% 


* 


c This is, O monarch, the cauſe of all 
al ae, but chiefly thy own; thinkeſt 
& 2 1 * 
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* thou the | increaſing / proſperity - of thy 


« kingdom eſcapes Rome's notice. When 
* did ſhe ever yet treat any ſovereign as a 


* friend; to her a foreign diadem has al- 


ee ways been odious, and the diſguſtful ob- 


tc ject of its rancour. Such then art thou, 


O Prince; prevent their devices, rouſe 


te thyſelf to her deſtruction, or ſoon will 
«© her eagles ſhow that ſhe has been plot- 
“ ting thine.“ 


| Thus did Arminius deliver forth his 
patriotick ſentiments; thus urged he Mar- 


bod to join in Germania's defence. The 


whole company liſtened in attentive ſilence, 
regardleſs of the allurements of ſleep ; beau- 
tiful Matilda's paſſion kept her too awake, 
and love in all its tumult agitated her breaſt, 
The moon now riding in exalted brightneſs, 
all ſeparate to go to reſt; Giſmund attends 


the hero to his apartment, in which was 


diſplayed Marbod's magnificence. The walls 
were hung with purple of curious embroide- 
ry; the gilded ceiling reflected the light 


(cc 
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of a cedar fire: Brenno views the new ſplen- 
dour with admiring eye; the bed, the ſeats, 
the luſtre kindle a glow in his cheeks. To 
ſeductions ſo eaſily yield the rudeſt hearts; 
ſo fond our nature of pomp and diſtinction. 
Arminius ſmiled at the marks of admiration 
and deſire excited in Brenno's breaſt by 
this aſſemblage of magnificence. 


* 


6 Brenno, ſaid he; with this tinſel, vice 
* ſtrews its way to allure the unwary into 
ce her deſtructive paths. ; O, my friend, 
ce beware of the infatuation! thy. defire 
c carries in it the Joſs of thy virtue. Sleeps 
<< not the German ſound ? yet ſleeps he 
not on a ſilken couch. Does the ſoft vel- 
vet alleviate the cares of monarchs ? 
When age comes upon us, can gold 
4 preſerve the body upright ? He who 
drinks wine in a golden goblet, dies as 
well as him, whoſe drink, through ne- 
* ceſſity, is water. The King, in the 
* ſplendid veſtments of royalty, trembles 

| G 3 1 « at 
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« at impending dangers, whether a fo- 
<« reign enemy, fluſhed with victory, ad- 
& yances towards him, or revolted ſubjects 
& beſiege him in his palace. Would he 
© not prefer the ſafety of a cottage to an 
& aſſaulted palace; would not a bed of 
| & leaves, and ſome unknown covert, afford 
© him ſleep, while on the royal couch he 
ec ſtarts at every noiſe. Great is the force 
% of imagination; oft does it exert its 
de power over the whole ſoul: alas! we 
cc ſet it has blinded the rugged Germans; 
& have they not bartered away their coun- 
© try for baubles of imaginary value? O! 
„ how many foes conſpire againſt man's 
S <« happineſs! The heart enthralled by de- 
“ fire, ſinks into an ignorance of itſelf, To : 
* the debauched luſt of foreign parade is 
<« it owing that the fierce German apes the 
© enervate talrtan,” | 


5 The fatigued hero nom gives himſelf 
Ci up to the arms of balmy reſt, and trium- 
3 plant dreams cloſe his eye-lids ; tranſported 
= VVV 55 0 
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he ſees. his men force the Roman camp, a 
fortunate ſoldier bringing him Yarus's head, 
and with ferocious hands plucking out the 
tongue *, which, ſtil] quivering, he ſtamps 
on it, pouring forth this inſult : detęſted vi- 

ber, * thy hiſſmg. | | 


But no ſuch reſt did. Matilds enjoy; 
diſquietude, ever the ſure attendant of love, 
baniſhes ſleep from her eye-lids; the he- 
ro's image was continually preſent to her 
view; a preying fire ſpread through all her 
vitals. She ſtrove to extinguiſh it; the 
conflict only increaſed its violence: ſhe 
ſees and hears the hero in every thing; 
and now muſing, drinks large draughts of 
paſſion, till intoxicated, ſhe broke out into 
the following addreſss: O! Frigunda h 
faid ſhe to her confidante, what a hero 


* After the battle in the foreſt of Teutenberg, 

the Germans plucked out the tongues of the Ro- 

man advocates z and holding them up, ſa d, fan- 
dem r Abilare deſiſte. Florus. 
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„ is this | How charming his looks and | 
„ converſation |: His mien how noble! yet, 
% O that I had never heard his words, or 
& ſeen his face! A day of woe will it be 
ce to me: help, let us exert our united 
te ſtrength to preſerve my beart. Ah! 
* pity thy Matilda ! [ feel a paſſion, 
I feel it in all its violence: yet thou 
* knoweſt (for nothing have I hid from 

© thee) that no wiſh before ever ſtained 


« my virgin breaſt. The cultivation 


* of learning and virtue were my em- 


* ploy and amuſement ; 3 female delights 
4 and revelry I ſhnnued. This likewiſe to 
44 thee is not unknown; but alas ! I now 
i muſt own I feel a ſtrange revolution in 
my breaſt, The fire rages; it ſtill af- 
« fects all my ſenſes ; it cloſes my eyes, 
„ then they ſtart open, as if eager to ſee 
« the beloved object. My heart throbs, 
« and in vain would I ſuppreſs its emo- 
tions: my blood, my deareſt Frigunda, 
Ei e 3 I feel a flame throughout my 

$6 whole 
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cc whole KAY: yet amidſt all this pain, all 
c theſe convulſions, I feel a faint kind of 
« pleaſure. Can ſuch diſorder be love? 
Love it may be, and glorious is the ob- 
* ject. But ſooner may the forked lighten- 
ing reduce me to aſhes; ſooner will I 
« jmitate the Roman dame; ſooner preci- 
„ pitate myſelf into the dreary vault which 
contains within its womb the corpſe of 
my beloved mother; ſooner ſhall hunger 
put a lingering period to my life, than 
„will violate thee, O modeſty, the ſa- 
* cred ornament of our ſex; than vice ſhall 
"8 erect its baneful throne in my breaſt,” 9 


Thus vowed the diſtreſſed fair, and with 
- floods of tears confirmed her vows, thus 
| _y her anguiſhed ſoul. 


95 Ah! Lady,“ replyed Frigunda, te ſeek 

« not to oppoſe the pleaſing diQates of 
« love: little is my heart experienced in 
„ thoſe matters; but if it deceives me not, 

oF it 


go  ARMINIUS, w 


« jt is love, gentle love, that ſpeaks by your 
<& lips. Withſtand not then its ſoothing al- 
40 jurements; liſten to its ſweet call, which 
it now addrefles to your youthful heart. 
Take my advice, dry up your eyes; why 
are all thoſe tears? Are pains, woes, and 
4 grief the only portion of love? Has it 
* not alſo a thouſand pleaſures and de- 
„ lights? Both to me are known only 
from hearſay ; yet would I never lament 
"0 my paſſion, never while there was any | 
<« hope on our fide. Is not its pleaſing in- 
< fluence felt by all; what can be a de- 
* light if it be not ſuch, to devote the 
© ſpring of one's life to the arms of a faith- 


ful lover, and one day to fee our ſpor- 
« tive children playing around us, while 


ſondling o'er them we teach their infant 
** mouths to ſpeak, and hear them liſping 
& out the endearing name of mother? Theſe 
« are delights. for which + mothers are en- 
< vyed; I rejoice, Lady, in. your good 
* fortune 3 nothing happier could have be- 
147.4 91 fallen 
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tc fallen you. The ſorcereſs's words are now 


E 2 come true; you know what glorious 
' + things (be foretold in your planet. 


& Think how ſhort the ſeaſon of reſiſtleſs 
* beauty is; think what a heavy load re- 
tc pentance makes of old-age. When the 


_ * bliſs often wiſhed for is paſſed by un- 
“ taſted; when we are bereft of every in- 


“ viting charm ; how we curſe our own 


„ folly! How coldly we are looked upon |! 
© and how galling repentance and inſult- 


ing contempt then become our portion! 
* You are now in the bloom of your years; 


all Marcomannia's tribes cannot ſhow fo 
© lovely a complexion as yours; and in 

elegance of perſon you ſurpaſs all the 
Ladies of the court, Reſign up your 


te beauty then to the enjoyments of youth 
*« before it is paſt : ſuch charms as yours 
©* command love; and if Arminius be mor- 


tal he cannot view you without being 


« ſtruck. What a joy, in ſuch caſe, it 
I; would be to him to find himſelf equally 
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5 beloved by you! Even our ſavage Mar- 
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comanni are not inſenſible to love; ſhall 


Arminius then, a gentle hero, ſoftened by 
Roman manners, eſcape its influence? All 
things conſpire to your wiſh ; happy, hap- 
py pair! woriby of each others affection | 


communicate your paſſion ſtraightway to 


him, and delay not the bleſſing, that | 


bleſſing which your youth calls for, and 
which is no leſs the wiſh of Arminius.” 


 Frigunda,” replyed the Lady, “ your 
words have ſported with the tumult of 


my ſoul; confirm, increaſe the hopes 
you have raiſed; I am all attention. — 
Alas |: fear comes upon me; all the beau- 
ty I am poſleſſed of will loſe its force 


when employed againſt ſuch a heart! 


Beauty to him is a common fight ; he 
has converſed with the ornaments of the 
Roman court, with foreign princeſſes and 


queens, their crowns the prize of ſupe- 


riour charms. I am no Roman ; I only 
ſeel from nature; in ſpite of myſelf I 
feel unwonted flames raging in my heart. 


I am alarmed. —OQ! that I could rid 


65 . my 
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my ſoul of this paſſion; yet I cannot 


my reſolution fails me, and my heart re- 
volts againſt its own cure. Frigunda, 


tell me, haſt thou ever been in love; 


was it thus then with thee? How wert 


thou able to bridle its power ?” 


« Love, with me, fair Lady, is all eaſe 


cc 
ec 
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cc 
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Not far off hence dwells the forcereſs ; 


and chearfulneſs; lamentation and re- 
ſtraint I know nothing of. To me a 
mutual love is pure ſweetneſs; but 
through pride we often: mar our own 


| happineſs. So fooliſhly is the world 


ſwayed by this ſhadow, that both wealth 
and blood are often ſacrificed to it; fo 
too is love, which among the great is 
deſpiſed as a momentary vapour. At the 
call of pride, a father can ftifle all the 
emotions of nature within his breaſt ; at 


its inſtigation every other call becomes 


mute. 


1 


ſtrange is her art; and by it ſhe diſco- 
vers heaven's ſecret will. She can con- 
vert 


* yert hatred into love, and love into ha- 
e tred; the reconciles lovers at variance. 
„ She can enchant either friend or foe at 
« deſire; ſhe can remove diſtempers, and 
be put off even death himſelf Wonderful 
© js her power, and not unknown to you; 
te haſten then, dear Lady; under the favour 
t of the clear night, let us go and con- 
te ſult the ſorcereſs,” 


« Alas! ſaid Matilda, it is not in ſor- 
* cery to gladden my heart; thy intention 
I take kindly, I well know thy attach- 

te ment to me, Frigunda, but my heart is 
tt the ſorcereſs I muſt conſult. That already 
c forewarns me of the bolt which threatens 
66 Matilda's head; that ſuggeſts to me ever. 
6 ry impure, violation of virgin modeſty, 
* Thou art miſtaken, my Frigunda. If 
te the ſorcereſs knows my paſſion, ſhe alſo 
5 knows the weakneſs of her art to cure 
5 it; ſhe knows that ſorcery, and drugs, 
te and charms, cannot extinguiſh the fire 
© of love: this is the fire I would now ex · 
75 RP. Aſſiſt me, my heart is on a 


55 flame 
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« flame] Yes, Frigunda, thy Matilda burns 


6 as a field of corn which the fire preys 

« upon in the ſcorching days of harveft, 
© and my wound rankles by ſilence. No 
% ſpells, no ſupernatural] powers can give 
© me relief ; the gulf of deſpair Opens it- 
« ſelf wide before me. Oh ! I could curſe 
ee that deſtiny which over-rules us all; 
4 curſe every circumſtance that conduced 
« to bring him hither! Before Arminius 
«« caught my unguarded heart, I led a life 


« which the very goddeſſes themſelves 


40 might have envyed.” 


N Thus mourned the troubled fair, and 
now wildly ſhe ſtarts from her afflicted bed, 


looſely throwing around her beauteous per- 


ſon a ſlender N Her tender feet 


rove haſtily o'er the ſmooth checquered 
floor of her apartment, while tears of an- 


guiſhtrickle from her cheeks all a- down her 
ſnowy breaſt ; her diſhevelled hair, lowing in 


golden ringlets, increaſes her charms. Not 
love itſelf, appearing in human form, could 


- haye been more charming; but alas! beau- 
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ty aſſuages not pain, and often it ſhines in 
vain : oft is deſpiſed and injured ; and often 


when full blown is ſfoen to fade and die 


quick as the flower, its emblem. At length, 


thus to her ſpake Frigunda, who cloſely 


followed her footſteps : <* Alas ! gentle La- 
dy, my heart. bleeds at your anguiſh ; 
this conflict only heightens your diſorder, 
and never was that perſon yet born who 
& has not loved. To love, my deareſt 
&« Princeſs, open your heart; unfold your 
« boſom to its pleaſing rapture. Love, 
« when willingly entertained, brings with 


ce it pleaſure, laughter, and delight; but 
< oppoſition it puniſhes with anguiſh, loſs 
« of reſt, and diſappointment.” Thus 


ſpake her confidante, with intentions kind ; 


but great muſt be the force to controul a 


paſſion that drags heroes and ſages at the 
wheels of its triumphant car. | 


Thus amidſt a thouſand confliging 2g0- 
nies, reſtleſs and "wy paſſed the night 
with 


1 


GERMANIA FREED. 97 


with the unhappy Matilda, till the weight 
of her ſorrows ſunk exhauſted nature into 
ſleep; yet even in ſleep her paſſion fill 
raged, and viſionary dreams renewed the a an- 


= guiſh of her IE hours. 


Exp of the THIRD BOOK. 
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ARGUMENT rO BOOK IV. 
Siſmund, in the night, ſends for his daugh- 

ter, and direcis her to enſaare Arminius's 

heart. He gives her divers inſtructions 

for this end, including under them even the 

| ſacrifice of her virtue. Arminius and 

 Marbod leave their apartments, and repair 

10 an encampment of the King's troops in 

the neighbourhood. Deſcription of the ſe- 

veral nations, and their leaders, Matilda 
" * appears at the head of a body of Amazons; 
„ ſhe endeavours to captivate the hero, but 
fails ; her horſe turning unrue'y, throws 
her; ſhe faints. This interrupts the mocł- 
fight. Matilda recovers ; grief and ſhame 
determine her to fly; Giſmund overtakes 
her, and ſacrifices her to his malice ; Ar- 
minius finds her expiring z. ſhe adviſes him 
to fly, and dies. Giſmund, in the mean 
time, diſſuades the King from forming any 
connections with Arminius, and then haſtens 

to bury his daughter, but finds Arminius 
" with her. The latter draws his fwrrd in 1 

order to Hill him; but, to avoid giving of- 
fenſe to the King ſpares his worthleſs life, 


* 


— „ 
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OURT, city, and country, now 
| lie buryed in ſleep, malignity alone 
' wakes; Giſmund wakes ; ſolicitouſſy revoly- 
ing ſchemes to defeat Arminius's propoſals ; 


on the King's expanded front he had diſ- 


cerned an heroick ardour, an ill omen 
to his treacherous deſigns. Rome had at- 


tached his venal heart to her intereſts; each 


ſervice of his received a bountiful reward, 
ſure fuel to keep ready his zeal ; ſo devoted 


was the hoary traitor to her intereſts, or ra - 


ther ſo greedy of her rewards, that the moſt 
ſacred duties were trampled on by him, 


when the execution of his ripened ſchemes 
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required it. Even his own fair offspring he 
ſacrificed to his venality; the more flagi- 
tious the means, the latger being always 
his recompenſe. Arminius" was in the 
flower of his years, well formed, ſanguine, 


und ſprighty, yet endued with all the in- 
difference of frigid old- age; and of love's 


' ſymptoms: and blandiſhments, of its joys. 


| and its woes unknowing as ſportive child- 


hood itfelf. But to no allurement is the 
young hero's' heart ſo open as to that of 
beauty, and feats of the greateſt heroiſm 
have often had their firſt ſource in love. 


Here alſo love ſhall” this day diſplay its 


power and Matilda's charms decide the 


de watriour's fate, and by her reſiſtleſs in- 


ee fluence ſhall Germany, Siegmar, and his 


. daring ſon be delivered up to Getan wiles.” 


Thus conceived Giſund within himſelf, 


| "nd impatient 'ts promote bis projected 


| ſchemes, ſent one to interrupt, as he thought, 

bis daughter's ſleep. But alas! as he waked 

intent upon evil, ſo love deprived her bteaſt 
of * ſweets of tranquil repoſe. 


WE 6 „Daughter, 
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 « Daughter,” ſaid the traitor, © my heart 


e labours with pangs unfelt before; but 
„ it is in thy power to turn them all to 


e joy. By means of thy beauty, I intend 


c an important ſervice to Rame, for which 


| 6 ſhe will” think no recompenſe too great 
for me. The fate of Germany now de- 


„ perids on me; thou mayeſt hereafter ſee 
e a crown adori this head: thou knoweſt, 
child, with what authority the King in- 
| « veſts me; the Marcomannic nobles wait 
a ſuppliant at my gates. But here is a 
youth arrived among us, who, 'ſhould 
he compaſs his deſigns, he ſtraight way 


6 


blaſts all my hopes, and his ſucceſs con- 


* demns me to diſtreſs and ſhame. Armi- 


nus is the perſon I fear; he already tri- 


s 'umphs in thy father's overthrow ; but 
„ thy beauty, my daughter, ſhall ſave thy 
«© aged fire, and force this-boaſtful deliverer 
< of his country to lay his ſchemes' and 


* plories at thy feet; ſuch charms as thine 
will pierce. the hardeſt heart ; through 
them thy father, now threatened with 
5 *$*ruing ſhall riſe to greater n 
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„ Exert then thy alluring eye, my Ma- 
& zilda, let thy looks ſpeak a heart inclined 
ce to love; yet when thy ſmiles ſhall have 
„ baniſhed his timidity, and he ſhall urge 
the violence of his paſſion, do thou af- 
cc fet amazement at his boldneſs, but at- 

<< temper thy ſeverity with ſuch complai- 
„ ſance, that he may perceive thou art 
© not inſenſible of his pain; and ſmile 
6 hopes of relief into his enamoured ſou]. 
+ But if Arminiuss ſavage virtue be proof 
de againſt thy beauty, ſhould he behold thy 
„% form unmoved, thou muſt then ſhow 
«« thyſelf to him in a light pleaſing to 
ce his ſavageneſs, and by ſome artifice en- 

« deavour to excite his admiration, which 
Oo will ſoon en to the deſired flame. 


6c This, child, is new counſel to thee, 
« but it is counſel with which, if thou 
-« wiſheſt for grandeur, thou muſt com- 
„ ply. In thy tender years thy duty to 
e me was all my inſtruction, but thy mind 
<« is now enlarged ; I muſt therefore open 
«© new ſcenes to thee. T hou - art endued 
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c with" every charm of mind and body; 
.< the talents of thy mind are no leſs ad- 
« mired than thy perſon; and wilt thou 
| <* not, thus accompliſhed, exalt thyſelf and 
= *© me? Glorious is the conqueſt to which 
A I now prompt thee : the gods forbid that 
I Tſhould ſuggeſt the leaſt impure thought 
„to my child! My voice is the voice of 
% reaſon and affection; avail thyſelf then 
«© of what nature has beſtowed on thee; 
„ otherwiſe in vain were her _ be- 


„ AA 
| Thins, * with delufive words, did this un- 
natural father fill his inexperienced daugh- 
ter's infected ſoul with conceits of irreſiſtible 
beauty, and of the pre-eminent greatneſs, 
dearly to be acquired by the indelible ſhame 
of vice, and inſidious arts practiſed againſt 
the pureſt virtue. And now Matildu's 
gentle boſom begins to pant with a new ar- 
dour ; her well-timed eye levels all its beam- 
ing glances againſt the youthful heart of Ar- 
minius yet ſtill the baſhful red overſpread 
| ber cheeks, and her countenance ſeemed to 
con- 
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contend with che purpoſe of her foul. ' The 
Silo. © Wn ſet before her by her ambitivus 
ſire dazzled her mind with a thouſand" bril- 
*  Hant ideas. Where now the culture of 
knowledge ! The calm hour ſpent in me- 
ditation ! Intoxicated, and plunged in an 
cdceun of boiſterous paſſions and chimerical 

TY "6" guilt; alas! is the means ſhe in- 
: 3 to make uſe of, and e eee 
the end 


And now the ſun riſes" in Welcome ra- 
diance over the cheatful city, refreſhing 
herb, tree, and man. Mar bo awakened 

oy * the cares of royalty, was already riſen; 
and Arminius, gladdened with the expecta- 

3 tion of ſueceſs, haſtened" from his-gorge- 
ous bed to ſalute the King, when lo! from 
- the window, a delightful ſpectacle meets 
his eye, 2 ſight which ſeemed auſpicious to 
his purpoſes. There glittering bands ſtood 
in exact array, and near them a fortreſs, 
from whence a garrifon with inſulting geſ- 
tures invites the attack. Marbad faw that 
be fixed his eyes with eagerneſs on the 
20 martial ſpectacle; he obſerved Arminius 
| with 
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1 with no leſs joy, elated with this appear- 
ance df his troops; . Such is my cuſtom,” 
ſaid he, that military virtue may not de- 
% cay, and that when war breaks out, we 
c. may be found expert in diſcipline, and 
e our courage become habitual 'to us. In 
“ time of peace Lever hold myſelf in readi- 
c neſs for war.“ Horſes with gold capari- 
_ ſons, enriched with various gems, wait 
their coming at the caftle-gate, and pa- 
the ground, impatient of reſt. Murbod 2 
preſides; and with towering pride ſhows 
Arminius his embattled bands, who with 
rude acclaims greet their Sovereign 8 pre- 
ſence. The King rejoices in the martial 
applauſe, as the pledge of future victories, 
and with waving hands returns their ani- 
_ - mated ſalute. He bids Arminius obſerve the 
' ſpiriteÞ found, in war auſpicious ; for from 
the ſoldier's ſhout at the firſt onſet, expe- 
'rienced leiden nie the iſſue of theiday.. 
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But too A Felt was "Arminius's*con- 
cern for Germany to join in the King's exul- 
tation. 'T'& him this well appointed army” 
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was a grief, as deſtined to ination, at a cri- 


ſis which called aloud: for every German 


arm. The ſound of their evolutions re- 
ſembles the claſhing ocean; the whole army 
moves as one man; and on a fignal from 
their Prince, as one man halts, when from 


the ſeeming confuſion the intended order is 


r Sh, 5 a 


« Arminius,” (aid the elated monarch, 
© theſe are part of my troops, but all men 
* of approved courage, and well- diſciplined; 
* the Baz could not ſtand before them; 
< and with ſuch auxiliaries you will ſoon 
« drive the diſcomfited Romans out of Ger- 
* many.” Arminius commended the army's 


appearance, their exact diſcipline, and 


ſpeedy motions. As they filed along, Mar- 
bod gave him an account of their chiefs, 


the characteriſticks of the ſeveral bands, 


and for what ſervices moſt fit. 


- Deullicb, renowned for the carnage which 


ſo oft had ſtained his ſlaughtering ſword, 
advanced, leader of nine hundred men, 
. the 
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the brave remains of a larger body, all rea- 
dy with furious intrepidity to ſecond his 
= motions. Oft had they ſignalized themſelves 
under their monarch's own eye, and they 
gloried in their ſcars, as ſo many proofs of 
their valour. Hoary Bardo followed next, 
with two thouſand warriours, alike ſavage 
both in mien and in garb; inured to war, 
and early accuſtomed to rapine, they ſwam 
the broad Rhine, and like a tempeſt fell on 
the unſuſpecting borderers. To more cau- 
tious warriours the hero left vigilance, me- 
thod, ſtratagems, and the defenſive arts; 
his element was the impetyolity of cloſe 
conflict, and hand to hand laying flaugh- 
| tered heaps around him. Riſmund ad- 
vances third; his ghaſtly ſtandard the Boian 
monarch's head, which with his own. hand 
he had ſevered from the body. . By his hand 
alſo fell ſeven ſons of the ſame monarch, 
who, to preſerve their honoured ſire's life, 
dread not to encounter the gigantick war- 
riour. Hapleſs youths! His fword, murther- 
ous as the peſtilence, puts an end to the 
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oyal line, The Bojan chiefs flamed with. | 
revenge ; but they too fell new monuments. . 
of. Riſmund's valour. 


"Man .appeared. the. "TY ned + | 
amid the horrours of .perpetual winter and + | 
dreary foreſts ; a mercenary band, but brave, 
and dexterous in pretended flight. With 
unerring aim flies from their bow the miſ- 
five arrows; or turning ſuddenly, unexpected 
they form and charge the diſordered foe: 
Their' fkill- and, ſpeed ſuch, that ſtooping . | 
from their ſteed, they ſeiſe their launched 
ſpear before it falls to the ground, and bold - | 
muſt be the enemy which puts them to the 

zeſource of feints. For clofely compact, 
and with all the rapidity of the urged hoof... 

they join in battle, or with dauntlefs vi- 

Sour ſupport. the attack. But with no hu- 
mamity is their ſavage courage tempered ; = 
they, never feel the generous. e of 
ſparing a proſirate foe, _ 


Toit farcended 6 cqualid band, vo 
Jeſs, * in their manners than the Sar- 
3 . 8 malæ 9 - 
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mate; and more hideous in their figure, as 
being beſmeared with a black ointment, to 
terrify the cowardly ſoe. Inſtead of th 
graceful.helmet, on, their heads.grinned a 
griſly bear, the other parts being girded 
about them as adapted beſt to increaſe the 
frightfulneſs of their appearance. But oh, 
bleſſed change !. the ſeats of this barbarous 
race are now inhabited. by learning and 
virtue; on the Oders once rugged banks 
the muſe's lyre is now oſten heard; all 
ſavageneſs is fled; yet the ancient valour 
ſtill remains. 


But now - comes on a body. in compact 
array, and in orderly ranks. Their vigo 
rous tread, their open mien, diſplay in- 
trepid valour. This was their reſerve; 
theſe ſupport the retreating army, and fierce 
renew the doubtful battle. Agmann, for _ 
ſo was their leader named, carryed death . 
where- ever he went among the inſulting 
foe.; and oft had retrieved the fortune . 
the day. Him the King highly honoured ; _ 
his. arm alone had raiſed him from deſpair 1 5 


5 
A cho- 
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- Accho6ſen+ band, in number a thouſand, 
and clad in cuiraſſes glittering like poliſhed 
filver, followed their leader Thaffilo. This 
chief, in the bloom of life, quitted a weep- 
ing mother, and all the pleaſures of his na- 
tive ſoil, for the rougher joys of warfare, 

A highly poliſhed front, and ſparkling eyes, 

declared his vivacity in battle. Him, with 
three thouſand, a well-appointed- train, 
Thrafimund, his elder brother, followed. 

A noble diſdain fat lowering on his brow ; 
but conjugal affection had detained him 
from the field, when the fame of his 
younger brother reached his ears. Fired 
with emulation, he cries, Farewel, in- 


& glorious (eaſe! ſhall Thaſſilo: alone add 


<« new wreaths to our family laurels? No; 
© ] alſo will try the chance of war; and 
eas the bead, fo will * be the” ory of 
* our tribe 5 


Thus AP the chief; and graſped his 
unſtained” fword, the ſpoil of a ſlain ene- 
my, and by his ſire bequeathed to him, as 
an incentive to ſimilar exploits. But, till 


touſed 
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rouſed by emulation, domeſtick occupations 
only had filled his tranquil life; to him 
the appellation of a tender parent, and of 
a munificent neighbour, had more charms 
than the ſtate of a hero, returning trium- : 
phant from battle. 4m 


Now terrible in arms, impatient he calls 
for his tryed ſteed; in vain his mother de- 
' tains him with embraces ; in vain his ſiſ- 
ters ſhed affectionate tears: he mounts; 
and joined by his friends and vaſſals, his 

air transfuſes into them his valour ! They 
conclude ſuch a change muſt proceed from 
ſome inſpiring deity, and under ſuch a 
leader joyous bend their march to Marbod's 
new eſtabliſhed realms.  Mahrmund, grown 
hoary in arms, and rude of ſpeech, but re- 
nowned for heaps of ſlain ſlaughtered by 
his arm, led a more numerous band; him 
five thouſand: warriours followed, all expert 
in fight, all burning with a thirſt of mili- 
tary honours. By their ſwords was the 
limpid Danube firſt polluted with Boian 
blood; pleaſed with the leſs rigorous cli- 
Mon. I. 15 mate; 
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mate, they ſettled in the conquered country, 
granting indulgent terms to the vanquiſhed 
inhabitants. Neither fear nor lucre drew 
them into Marbod's ſervice ; they ated un- 
der him out of a love of his WN and 
fame. 


Next advances a n at the head of 
a troop glittering with gems and purple, 
unuſual pomp, and intended only to. at- 
tract the eye. If this leader's weapons pro- 
miſed all the achievements of war, her blue 
eyes betrayed female ſoftneſs; a gilded. hel- 
met covered her golden treſſes, and above 
it waved a ſnowy plume. As ſhe approached 
Arminius, the glittering chief thus addreſſed 
bim. Behold a troop, gallant leader, 
„which if joined with thy bold Cheruſci, 
« will not be behind them in action: de- 
© ſpiſe not our ſplendour as ill-befitting the 
66 hardy field; for like thee we are not 
ignorant of wars and victories, What 
% though our hands have never been died 

% with hoſtile gore, and our ſwords have 
* never reeked with laughter; yet our 

47 e > | | 9 * 0b. 
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cc looks are irreſiſtible weapons, and ren- 
c der us victorious over the moſt heroick 
& hearts.” 


Theſe words were accompanyed with 
a maiden bluſh; yet ſhe {till preſerved her 
military attitude, and graceful held her 
{word erect. Arminius viewed the beaute- 
ous leader in filence ; he ſmiled at her ap- 
pearance; and a ow of ardour began to 
diffuſe itſelf over his youthful cheek ; he 
eyes her with emotion; for indifference to 
ſuch an object had been inhumanity. 


Marbod perceived the artifice, and extol- 
led Giſmund's ſucceſsful contrivance, when 
Matilda's ſteed unhappily prancing on the 
level ground, threw the triumphant fair, 
at the very inſtant when ſne was near ſub- 
duing that heart which had withſtood all 
the blaze of Roman charms. In her fall 
ſhe loſt her ſhield, her ſword; and her hel- 
met; but crouds inſtantly haſten to her 
relief, and raiſe the languid fair from the 
earth. Marbod and Arminius alſo haſtened 
_— to 
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to her aid; but on this luckleſs diſcovery, 
pity was the ſole paſſion her fall excited in 
the hero's breaſt, The doubtful. ſtate of 
Germany made him leſs ſuſceptible to the 
ſofter - paſſions. Giſmund abaſhed, ' ſees 

his averted ſcheme rendered abortive, but 
was not ſo much affected with his daugh- 


ter's fall, as the Sacra 8 his 
golden oP. 


This incident, ſo unexpected, put an 
end to the martial entertainments of the 
day; and the hoſpitable, Marbod directed 
new pleaſures to be prepared for his gueſt, 
whoſe mind was little diſpoſed to feſtivity, 
while his demand ; of aid ſuffered any delay. 


G1/mund remained with his daughter, bu- 
fed in contrivances to retrieve the misfor- 
tune which had befallen them. But paſ- 
ſions very different poſſeſſed Matilda- s re- 
covered heart; a filent grief, ſhame, and 
horrour diſtracted her; ſhe becomes terri- 
fyed at herſelf, and would forget her very 1 
being; and fain loſe all knowledge of her 

3 > | own 
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own exiſtence. A father,” cryed ſhe, 


in agonies, * pollute his own blood ! and 


<< 


make my beauty the inſtrument of ſe- 


duction, merely to build an unwieldy 


c greatneſs on his daughter's ruin! O deaf 
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to nature! The ſlave of venal ambition! 


Can I call thee father! Do I owe thee 
([ 


the duties of a daughter? Haſt thou not 
endeavoured to ſtifle in me the pure in- 
ſtinct of virtue, to harden me in guilt? 
Oh! for ſome wilds unknown to hide 
myſelf! I will ſeek the lonely dwellings 
of the Getz, But lamentations are the 
relief of weak minds. I muſt fly; be- 
tween vice and virtue no choice remains 


here for me. On the weakneſs of my 


youth my father founds all his ſchemes ; 
and what is his hope is my dread. O 
Frigunda, there. is no ſafety for me but 


in flight. Attend me then; let us fly 
* together ; it is by fight alone we can 


ſhun the horrours which hang over us.” 
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Howl“ cries Gi/mund, foaming with 
unnatural rage, fly! Let me not hear the 
„ word! Oh, that thy mother had ſtifled 
6 thee at thy birth! Thou diſgrace of thy 
* name; thou mean-ſpirited timid wretch! 


„ whoſe ſordid | ſoul never felt the im- 


6 pulſes of glorious ambition. Shall the | 
«« deteſted Getz ſee my ſhame ? Shall the 

+ land which bore me be thy refuge? My 
* diſgrace be the ſport of this accurſed 
** court, where all hate me? No; dege- 
«© nerate viper | I have ſtill ſome Getan 

6“ blood in my veins, which ſhall animate 

* this arm to prevent my diſgrace, and 
_ ** chaſtiſe thy puſillanimity. Exulting will 
« I draw the recking dagger from thy vi- 
<< tals, and view thy expiring agonies with 
$4 joy; thy unburied corſe too ſhall be the 
4 miſerable prey of devouring beaſts. May 
< I forget that I ever had a daughter fo 
©« groveling in ſoul, as to prefer the ſor- 
« did cottage to the lofty throne, and a 
& romantic virtue to the moſt ſplendid for- 
6 tine! The * of ſuch a deſpicable 
% victim 
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cc victim to my injured honour, ſhall fill | 
00 my mighty ſoul with joy. 


* Alas K returned Matilda, cghing, 
cc poor is all fortune without virtue; it is 
ce what Matilda will not purchaſe ; for not 
« even a throne can dignify vice, or ſilence 
4c remorſe. I will fly and vent my ſorrows 
« in ſome faithful boſom which has not yet 
ec bartered virtue for pomp, and is ſtill 
rich in native goodneſs,” F 


« F ly, fly, accurſed fiend | fly, and bear 
hence thy virtue along with thee ; but a fa- 
ce ther's revenge ſhall follow thee where-ever 
* thou goeſt! — Tremble !“ — Here fury 
cut ſhort his utterance, and with wild geſture 
he leaves the hated place. Matilda now + 
collecting all her reſolution, mounted a ſteed 
| procured for her by the faithful Frigunda; 
they fly with rapid pace, unthinking of the 
dangers which attended their flight, But 
to their flight was deſtined a tragick end, 
and the inſtrument of the cataſtrophe a 
Getun ſlave of Giſmund; the ſame his coun- 


„ uy. 


wor r = . D q es ae 
1 — ů — —— B—— 
. 
* + 


n 0 wy 
—— eric 


120 ARMINIUS; & 


try, and the ſame bis heart. He had ob- 


ſerved the courſe of their flight, and with 
malignant diligence informed his lord of it. 
Giſmund, with all che vehemence natural 
to vice in the purſuit of its ends, while vir- 
tue moves circumſpect and flow, ſprings 
on his ſteed, with more than one weapon 
armed, and bent on bloodſhed. The ſlave 


follows, and rapid impatience ſoon covers 


their reeking courſers with ſweat. Ah 


hapleſs nymphs ! the muſe with indulgent 


eye overlooks your errors, and feels your 
untimely fall! Giſmund deſeries them; they 


hear the ſounding hoofs! they ſcream; 


they urge their foaming ſteeds in vain. 


Alas ! the father, fluſhed at the fight, with 
fatal ail diſcharges an arrow, and Fri- 


gunda falls! Matilda's fears now vaniſh. 


Torn with grief and rage, ſhe turns her 
huorſe, and braves the fury of her relentleſs 


Tather.-” Yes, T1 fled;” fays "the, << I 


& fled from vice and ſhame; ſatiate thy 


« cruelty on me; complete the horrours of 
8 thy guilt; I dare thy murtherous hand! * 
ene * 1 The daughter inftantly | 


| bleeds 
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bleeds: by her father's ſteel ! 80 fades the 
lovely roſe beneath the rude blaſt of the 
gelid north. Gi/mund beſtowed: not one 
look on his expiring daughter, but prepares 


| 6 return; and till ſun ſet imprudent defers 


hiding his guilt, by committing the lifeleſs | 
| bodies to the earth. | 


The ſerene ſky had now drawn forth 
Arminius to breathe the rural air; ; faint re- 
lief to the patriotick pangs which wrung 
his generous ſoul, But the muſe preſumes 
not to ſay, what guided his wandering ſteps 
to the ſpot where the ill-fated damſels lay. 
Who can ſpeak his aſtoniſhment, his grief! 
A conjecture ſuggeſts to him, that on his 
account they had bled. With agonizing | 
heart he approaches Matilda; at fight of 
him a laſt bluſh riſes in her pallid cheeks, 
and nature laboured while her languid ac- 
cents gave utterance to theſe words. 


60 Fly, Arminius | The advice I am to 
„ give thee, is what alone could ſupport 
60 me in thy preſence. My father would 

| « ſacrifice 
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<« ſacrifice thee to his thirſt of Roman gold; 
< by his hand has this blood been ſhed. 
« Oh, that inſtead of increaſing, it could 
« expiate his guilt! Inſtructed by bim, I 
< was enjoined to try every art to enſnare 
* thee by my feeble charms ; but thy vir- 
4 tue fruſtrated the ungenerous deſign, at 


** the ſame time that it reproached me for 


* it. I dreaded thy look; I dreaded thy 
« virtue ; I dreaded the weakneſs of my 
youth, and my father's vices. Inſtigated 
«by theſe fears, I determined to ſeek a 
* ſecurer abode; he purſued, and has now 


4c ſatiated his own fell purpoſe : but oh, 


„ worthy Prince ] fly this dangerous court; 
for however the King may favour thy 
<< views, Gi/mund rules his heart, and will 

s divert him, if not worſe, from thy pro- 
e poſals. Fly, then, generous youth; and 
1 "my the gods * won. \ 


In the mean time, the perfidious Giſ- 


mund, to draw greater rewards from Rome, 
1 * repreſentations deceived the royal 


heart, 
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heart. O King,” ſaid he, „ the 
& princes of Germany are all thy rivals in 
«© power; it more imports thee then to 
6 curtail than aggrandize them, The 
c balance is in thine own hand, there- 
© fore hold it; when two contending 
* chiefs refer their quarrel to thy arbi- 
ce tration, do thou promote a war between 
© them to weaken both parties. This Ro- 
5+ man yoke which galls them ſoz and 
e againſt which they are ſtriving with per- 
“ pecual reſtleſſneſs, is thy ſecurity ; it 
& checks thoſe bold deſigns, which if free, 
<« they might enter into. Germania, while 
„ ſhe owes her preſent greatneſs to thee, 
* thinks thee too great. However, de- 
e clare thyſelf not yet, but permit the Ro- 
e mans to advance and harraſs the German 
„ princes, till Rome and they, being ex- 
“ hauſted by war, thou mayeſt break the 
« yoke, and on their ruin . thy 


66 own dominion,” 


A 


With words like theſe, miſled 1 the 


weak fovercign, now alienated from Ar- 
miniu, 8 


. 
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minius's propoſed league. He even wiſhed 
bis abſence, and from Roman ſuccels feaſted 
his towering mind with the ſcenes of ſup- 
pliant princes and conquered realms, which 


"the fallacious Giſmund bad opened to his | 
view. Unhappy monarchs! how oft of | 


friends, of glory, of dominions deprived by 
_ * adulation and advice deliberately perni- 
_ cious. | | 


Dim evening had now taken place of 
the day, whem Giſmund haſtens to the ſpot 


_enſanguined with his own blood, ſhed by 


his own impious hand; but what terrour 
ſeiſed him on finding Arminius fixed there, 
in melancholy attention over his daughter! 
bow much was his fear increaſed when the 
| hero drawing his menacing ſword, crycd 
out, Unnatural murtherer | by thy ſa- 
vage hand was this blood ſpilt, and hea- 
t ven puniſhes thee now by mine.” The 
abject wretch has recourſe to tears; and 
writhing himſelf into a thouſand ſervile 
ſorms, with hideous moans implores his pity- 
| ing 
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ing mercy. Such vile blood would have 


| diſgraced the ſword conſecrated to liberty; 
the hero therefore referred this unnatural. 
parent's puniſhment to remorſe and hea- 


ven, the ſure avenger of vindictive blood- 
ſhed. His hoary head alſo moved him to 
pity, and conſideration of the publick re- 
poſe to forbear haſty revenge. | 


& Glorious,” reflected he in ſilence, “ is 


ce the luſtre environing a throne, when not 


* 


[4 : 


* 


« Jeſs favourite! What virtues, what fa- 


culties royalty requires ! Oh, that the in- 
© finite Sovereign, under whom monarchs 
e rule their reſpeQive nations, had with 


4 


* 


the power given equal ſtrength, equal 
tendency to what is good and praiſe- 


« worthy ; with a diſcernment to ſele& 
de the wiſe and upright for private coun- 


A 


” 


* 


„ aggrieve the people, in whoſe welfare 


e government has its ſource, This Mar- 


obſcured by the baneful fumes of a worth- 


cil ; that no enormous delegation of pre- 
„ rogative, a prince's fouleſt blot, may 
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« bod, with all his military parade, hi: 


60 


oſtentatious ſplendour, and though of 
himſelf not inſenſible of the important 
criſis, yet yields himſelf up to be moulded 
by a treacherous favourite, and dares not 
aſſert his own will. Infatuated Prince! 
I pity thee; yet muſt deſpiſe thee, as 
the blind tool of venal treachery ! No; 


Marbod, never ſhall I bend the knee 


to thee again; remonſtrances are loſt on 
thy vitiated mind. Virtuous courage 
achieves its ends, or falls honoured. De- 
n Marcoman, my ſword and Sieg. 
mar's conduct ſhall break Rome's tyran- 
nick yoke, and ſet Germania free; and 


the vengeance of this virgin blood ſhall 


"0% on thy head *. 


* Marbod's W giving ombrage to his 
neighbours, and his conduct having diſpleaſed 
Arminius, they unanimouſly choſe him their 
leader, and he forced the Marcomannic Prince to 


throw himſelf in 7 iberins' 5 Arms, Barre, vol. it. 


p. * Se. 


ru 


f 
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Thus imprecated the reſentful hero, and 
with impatient ſpeed quitted the deteſted 
city, accompanyed by his faithful Brenno, 


who likewiſe ill brooked their unexpected 


diſappointment. The lofty walls gradual- 


ly diſappear, while favoured by the full 
orbed moon, they tread back ws road by 


which * had come. 
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ARGUMENT ro BOOK V. 


Diſcord appears and rages ; is tormented at 
the peaccable fiate of the world ; goes 
about to diſturb it ; and haſtens to Segel. 
thes, whoſe per fi ſhe in/tigates ; and þqv- 
ing caftl an adder into his boſem, leaves 
him. Segeſthes leaps from his couch, and 
areſſing himſelf in the Roman garb, goes 

' 70 Varus, hem he deceives with flattering 
- ſpeech. The Roman general reſtores him 
| the hoſlages, and gives him the preſents re- 
ceived fram Rome for him, Segeſthes, 

at a-feaſt made for his 1 to- 
40 U frees him elf, and þ e es Varus 
10 go to 4 . and gain him over 10 
his party; he ſets out; in the mean time, 
Arminius enters the aue of the Bruc- 
terii. Brenno adviſes him to conſult Vel- 

: leda, a find of goddeſs among them. Ar- 
a minius at fir/t 2 it; but at lengib, 
as an encouragement to the Germans, con- 

ſults her; ſhe returns a very propitious 
anſwer, by which Brenno is greatly ani- 
mated. The hero and his attendant con- 


i thr in g Ho, 


— 


i 

o 

. 

| « 

? 
\ * 
* 
1 
= 
„ 
3 
_ 

1 7 

* 
1 bd 
=. 3 
oy) ' 

| 


—— — — 6 


————.. wn ene mes 


r — VI. TT 


ARMINI U.S: 
GERMANIA FREED. 


UT chat monſter, brought into the 
world by Night, from the infernal 
| abyſs ; that bane of human ſociety, hated. 
by gods and men; Diſcord, rancorous Di- 
cord now growled and burnt with impa- 
tient rage. As if in haſte to fly, ſhe ſtood 
with one foot uplifted, the other reſted | 
on the brink of the diſtracted globe. Should 
"be creative word call new worlds into 
being, with other eſſences peopled, yet if 
Tartarian Diſcord found her way through 
the confines, the conſequences would be 

| „ war 
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war and guilt, She impregnates our infant 
nature, ſhe gathers ſtrength in our riper 
years, imbittering every ſtage of life with 
woe, and often ſhortening it. 
How ! roared the fell monſter, (the earth 
trembled, and the moon became red as 
blood) How! roared ſhe, ** Diſcord ſtill 
threatens in vain ; what is divinity with- 
« out power? I ſcorn to be a diſre- 
“ garded goddeſs ; the earth, my aſſigned 
% portion, ſleeps throughout all its hateful 
extent. In /taly, where facrifices daily 
“ blazed to my henour; in /taly itſelf, 
_ & Diſcord endures the moſt impious in- 
& ſults. She there ſees her once crowned 
e temples ſhut by Auguſtus *, that Augu/- 
« tus, who to my influence owes his own 
ce diadem. Accurſed change! Late I en- 
9 ven univerſal empire; from Scythia, far | 


** 


8 Auſuſque tandem C. Avgvſta:, ſeptingen- 
teſimo ab urbe condita anno, Janum Geminum 
claudere ; bis ante ſe claoſum : ſub Numa Re- 
ge et N et v "= ne Carthagine. Florus. 
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as ſwarthy AÆthiopia, from the Ganges 
to the Rhine, all ſacrificed to Diſ- 
cord, In every part were ſeen burning 
foreſts, raſed towns and heaps of lain. 
Delightful ſpeQacle ! Even that part of 
the world ſtil] concealed by the ocean, 
and the diſcovery of which is reſerved 


for poſterity, with furious intrepidity exe- 


cuted my purpoſes. 


4 & 


„ Accurſed change! What is Diſcord 


now | How low is my power fallen! 
Has inaclive peace then been able to ex- 


tinguiſh my flames? Shall I never more 


_ inhale the luſcious ſacrifices of valour? 


« Heroiſm is extinct and no longer mine. 


„ Shall the mount reek lth hecitombs 


of oxen, that a greater carnage might 


bring honour to the ſword ? Yes! My 


Germany contains ſtill ſome warm blood 
« devoted to Diſcord. Within her boſom 


40 


is a hero who repines at this ſluggiſh re · 
K I | cc 3 
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6 poſe; ; let not hell then deſpair gold fill 
& can arm Germans againſt Germans, As 
ce long as her chiefs think their dominions 
„„ too ſcanty, and delight in coſtly Roman 
„ banquets, accompanyed with dazzling 
« gifts, Diſcord ſhall ever brandiſh high 
6 her triumphant torch, and from Ger- - 
6 is plains expel indolent peace.“ 


Thus growled the goddeſs; and with 

all Alectos fury in her tumultuous breaſt, 

quickens her pace, with Envy on her right 
hand, and Flattery cloſing her left. In her 
train were Ambition, Jealouſy, and Ran- 
cour: ſhe aſcends her car, a ſable cloud 
flaſning inceſſant lightening before her, and 


comes to Sege/thes, whoſe defection from 


German virtue Varus had richly recompen- 
ſed. Ina ſplendid apartment, ill-acquired 


| pomp, the chief lay locked in the arms of 


ſleep; but with geſtures expreflive of a 

mind meditating great deſigns, ſuch as in- 

creaſe of dominion, the conqueſt. of his = 
Fe _ 
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neighb6urs, and a conteſt even with Rome 
herſelf. 


«© How ! Segeſthes, aſleep!” cryed the 
goddeſs, © unſeaſonable repoſe ! Envyous 
% Siegmar, with his bold ſon, conſpire 
ce againſt thee ! and it is through me alone 
« (Diſcord my name) that thou canſt 
<« eſcape the yoke intended for thee. , Art 
e thou no longer then the crafty S-ge/thes, 


« knowing no tie but intereſt, and de- 
«© voted to me and thine own aggrandiſe- 
Ents Where is now thy wonted ſpi- 
„ rit ! that feeble age thus ſets thee at de- 
| « fiance, and a giddy boy attempts the 
e ſceptre which is alone thy due. What 
&« a reproach to thine honour ! Thy former 
fame will only load thee with the hea- 
vier diſgrace. Behold my favour to 
„ thee | for thy ſafety I have ſummoned up 
% my whole force. Varus is advancing 
- © againſt him; Siegmar ſhakes off the 
„ languor of age to arm the inhabitants 
of the mountains and the foreſts, li- 
| KS. e berty 
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8 rw his pretenſe, but power his ſcope. 
& Do thou go and meet the Prætor, pay 
% homage to him, and at thy requeſt will 
<< he reſtore to thee Thuſnelde , and' thy 
* Siegmund + ſhall perform his rites in thy 
s court, Let theſe terms ſeal thy attach- 
e ment to Rome. Great things will 1 
« achieve by Thuſnelde's charms 3 hero 
« againſt hero ſhall they arm, and in 


ec kindred ſouls kindle the flames of de- 


« ſtruction. Oh, the joyful flame! The 


thought tranſports me! —It ſhould thee 


« alſo. Do thou then exert thyſelf; 
let nothing affright thee ; nothing move 
© thee from the great purpoſe ; whatever 
leads to pre is lawful. The tribe of 


— 


: minius. | 


I A ſon of geen ; be was a prieſt of Au- 


guſtus among the Ubzi in the year of the Ger- 


man inſurrection, yet he embarked in the fate 


of his Se and n — the Ro- 
Mang. 5 5 | 


60 gods. 


A daughter of f Seger affanced 1 o 4. 


\ 
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0 gods is a mere fiction, codtrived to awe. 


e the vulgar herd; be thou thyſelf, and 
date any thing. FO 


« I am myſelf a goddeſs : in all the 


% peopled world is my power ſeen, and 
„ in man's fell boſom I moſt delight to 
„ dwell. That is my temple, my throne, 


« my ſtorehouſe for thoſe calamities 


„ which I let looſe on the jarring world. 
5 There I form terrour and wrath ; virtue 


* and vice, rewards and puniſhments, be- 
ing all equally my inſtruments. No . 


s breaſt has ever yet eſcaped my torch; 


„J animate the conquerour of princes, 


* and even the. contemplative ſage has 


<. been inflamed by me. Awake, and run | 


„to arms; hold thyſelf in readineſs to 
„ fide with Varus; be ſtill Diſcord's fa» 
© vourite hero; extend the war, and cruſh 
& at once thy foes and mine,” 


| 80 ſaying, ſhe graſps an adder which 
hiſſed around her head, and infuſing into 
"= 5 


wo ior outta 2 . 2 T 
* ** mw 
5 2 9239 N 7 Ll 4 : 
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it Tartarean venom, of Gref effect, applies 
its darting tongue cloſe to Segeſibes s boſom, 
As when at ſultry noon a youth ſeeks cool 
| repoſe amidſt ſhadowy trees, if chance a 
daring waſp, with loſs of ſting, pierces his 
tender cheek, he ſtarts from his delightful 
fumbers, ſtrikes on the injured part, and 
with wild eye, ſeeks the diſturber of his 
tranquil repoſe : So awaked Sege/thes, and 
with violent hend ſtruck his envenomed 
boſom, but rejoiced in the animating vi- 
on. Hail, O goddeſs,” he cryed, 
« who haſt opened mine eyes; thy infor- 
mation, thy counſe] and aid claim my 
1 perpetual ſervice. I obey z rouſe, Se- 
fgeſibes, rouſe! A goddeſs calls; thy 
<« glory, thy ſafety call: ſuch ſcenes open 
4 to my view! With ſuch hopes ſhiver- 
« ing cowardice itſelf would ruſh into the 
< thickeſt war,” 
| Stimulated by various paſſions, he Guben 
| | bimfelf from his couch, and eagerly, oh, 
| reproach * : 


Q 
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reproach I decks his head with a foreign | 


ornament, over which a golden eagle awe- 
ful ſpread its wings; to“ this he adds the 
cuiraſs, the buſkin, the ring, a badge of 
Roman knighthood, and the mantle, with 
a ſword ſtudded with gems; unnatural 
garb for a German chief | Thus bedecked, 
he haſtens to the Roman camp; how diffe- 


rent from a military one ! The trenches were 


limpid brooks, and on the ramparts ſightly 


trees ſpread their grateful umbrage. The 


column and lofty arch of exquiſite work- 
manſhip adorned the gates; not thoſe of 
palaces were more ſuperb, To them led 
bridges of an elegance which raiſed high 
ideas of the inner camp. Yet there expec- 
tation itſelf was ſurpaſſed, and the raviſhed 
eye loſt in wonder amidſt the ſplendid, 
ample tents; while their diſpoſition, the 
theatres, the groves, interſperſed with foun- 
tains and caſcades, excited freſh wonder: 


elegancies ill-ſuited to hardy war, and from 


whence the frowning veteran ſoreboded an 
eaſy diſcomfiture, 


d 


A camp 
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A camp like this never had rough Ger- 
mania ſeen before: the ſimple ruſtick 
gazes with open mouth at the form, ama- 
.zed at the mingled glitter of luxurious tents, 
and enſigns, and the towering; gates, all to his 
contracted knowledge new: and here a 
new diſgrace Germania alſo ſaw ; a German 
prince in Roman habiliments to inſure his 
welcome, repairing a ſuppliant mercenary 
to the Roman camp. There, amidft a flat- 
tering herd, he endures laughter and plea- 
ſantry, till Varus made his appearance. 
The artful Roman writhes his grim coun- 


tenance into a ſmile ; and the ſervile Ser- 
man thus addreſſes him: 


<< Iuſtrious leader, whoſe. ed 

<« hand wields thoſe bolts by which Cæ ſar, 
ever honoured be his name! hurls ſure 
« deſtruction to his ſtubborn foe! Hail, 
“ hero! welcome to Sege/thes's dominions. 
To fee thy all- conquering eagles has 
< been my higheſt wiſh. In thee valour 
« and wiſdom meet. Civilized Germania 
« ſhall hail thee her father ; thou ſhalt 
6 bend 
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« bend the iron neck of tumultuous fac- 
% tion. By thee regions unknown ſhall 

ce ring with Rome's glory; equally formed 
thou to ſubdue the refractory, or bleſs 


< the ſubmiſhve with arts of commerce and 
c domeſtick refinements.” 


La) 


To him "Iſls Varus, pleaſed with. the 
adulation; 00 Thy worth is alſo not un- 
known to us, and Cæſar has ſent thee 
- 08 honourable gifts; a ſword, a ring, and 
«© a crown has he ſent thee, which toge- 
„ ther with thy hoſtages, receive as preſent . 
& marks of regard : and more, © friend 
of Rome, ſhall ſoon ſucceed. I ſtyle thee 

friend of Rome, a title of endearment 
© ſeldom given to foreigners.” Dazzled | 
with the gorgeous gifts, Sege/thes ſcarce 

deigns a look on the hoſtages, whoſe ex- 
tended arms and ſuffuſed eyes entreated 
the father's embrace. A profuſe banquet 

- ſeals the corruption; the enſnaring Varus 
to Germania's welfare fills the capacious 7 
goviet, invoking his gods as witneſſes to his — 


9 


* 
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N ſincerity. In the like beſtial draught Szge/- 
| thes wiſhes to Cæſar aft of years and 
of honour. RE Fe 


- 


| Now to the famy wine, muſick joins her 
animating power, both to the intoxicated 
German new; a wild mirth glares.in every 
| eye, expands every front, and lets looſe the 
reins to every tongue in vain. glorious diſ- 
courſe; all bellow out Sege/thes's praiſe; and 
the mighty feats of Roman valour. ** By me, 
* Romans,” cryed the frantick chief, “ ſhall 
your victorious legions: be led through 
Germany; reſiſtance ſhall fly bfeore us, 
„and our conqueſts ſhall not be limited 
40 by Germania's bounds. Beyond the 
& Rhine ſhall ye gather laurels; with the 
« ſpoils of remote nations will I enrich 
„ you; for with my forces and yours 
«© what human power can cope!” Thus 
Vvoaunted the vain Sege/thes, till Varus, who 
had drank away all reſerve, in mortify- 
ing confidence thus checked his towering 
| ſchemes. | 


Prince, 


8 ER N-. ANIA FREE. 143 


$ Prince, all thou haſt yet ſeen of 


„ Rome's greatneſs is but a ſmall portion; 
6 therefore do thou the more reſpect Cæ- 


ee the ruthleſs ſword, if he winks at the 
ce inſolence of barbarian pride, it is ſolely 
out of regard to thee; to thee he now 
4 recommends a ſervice, and for it a realm 


b : 


e ſhall be thy reward, Siegmar, the Che- Wo 


& ruſcan, grown hoary in plots and wiles, 
is ſuſpected by the Emperour, on account 
«& of his cloſe taciturnity, to be forming 
6 dangerous deſigns. Openly has the ſullen 


* 


ie churl been wanting in the reverence due 


© to imperial Cæſar, to me his repreſen- 
« tative; and to thee, though in dignity ſo 
« far his ſuperiour. Ungrateful arrogance! 
One ſon has the generous Emperor al- 
ce ready reſtored to his arms; the other * 
& js inſtructed in thoſe arts by which Rome 


* 


Flavius. He adhered to the Romans. Sre 


Tacitus, lib. xi. His grandſon telus the Che- 
rect 1 invite to be their Ning Tecitus, lib. xi. 


Es” | © has 


* 


| 
N 
| 


| Sege/thes thank Varus for the truſt repoſed 
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4c has ſubjected the world to her eaſy yoke; 
ce by which her veſſels viſit every part, 


and by which ſo many noble ſtructures 
„ riſe within her walls: in all our moſt | 


& valuable arts is he inſtructed. Fe or by 


«. clemency Cæſar would ſecure his friends, 


& and reconcile miſguided enmity : with | 
c“ reluQance has he ever drawn the ſword, 


„ though ſo renowned in war. Haſte thou . 
then to Siegmar, tell him, that in Cæ- 


© ſar's name I would confer with him : 


<< that Ceſar ' ſtill will grant his people 


ce peace; that he wiſhes their real welfare 
& that he recommends to him the intro- 


. duction of Romen 'polity, as the beſt 


<« tie of cordial union: in me Ceſar ſpeaks; 


“ my words are his. Induce Siegmar to 
e an obſequious acquieſcence, to a con- 
4 formation to the imperial will; and Cæ- 


1 far by my mouth, promiſes thee a glo- 


4 rjous reward.” 


In an overflowing goblet did the pliant 


in 
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in him, and vows an expeditious diſcharge 
of his commiſſion, as confident of ſucceſs 
under Cæſar's auſpices; * But, general,“ 
added he in drunken familiarity, © remem- 
e bereſt thou not, that at the laſt ſocial 
* banquet, I intimated to thee the deſires 
<« of our princes; thy over delicate virtue 
then ſpared them as thy gueſts,” but now 
& ſoon do I hope to enſnare old Siegmar 
and his preſumptuous ſon.” Thus vowed 
the traitor his country's overthrow, the ruin 
of its firmeſt ſupports, and teeming with 
the fell purpoſes, haſtens to the virtuous 
Siegmar's homely aon. 5 


Arminius, in the mean | rice, had paſſed 
the deteſted Marcomannic confines, and 
already reached the precin by the Brude- 
ri * held ſacred ; the precinct where, amidſt 


* Bructeri minores ad Rhenum fuerunt in 
limite: majores intus ad caput Luppiz verſus, 
et ſaltum Teutoburgicum. Cellar. Not, Orb. 
Antig. tom. i. lib. ii. Cap. 5. 


lib. iv. Hiſt, cop. 61. 
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15 * foreſts dwells Velleda*, with power 


unlimited, ſkilled, as believed, in futurity, 
and endued with more than human know- 


ledge. Her the anxious hero, her the pining 
lover, conſulted ; though as yet no temple 


had Superſtition reared to her honour, nor 


| brought coſtly donations to buy a propi- 
tious anſwer; mean were the offerings, as 


mean the people, and not leſs innocent, 
But trembling crouds daily reſorted to her, 


and ſome held her as: the arbitreſs of fate, 
ſome as the 'voice of the Supreme Ruler, 
while ſure evil had betided the man, who 


with bold wiſdom ſhould have ſurmiſed any 
fallacy i in her; maſſacred by thoſe to whom 


he held forth 1 


Untere was the deluſion ; ing 


nations laid their quarrels at 2 s feet. 


* Ea Vine nationis Brucerz late 1mpert- 
tabat, vetere apud Germanos more quo pleral- 
que feminarum fatidicas, et augeſcente ſuper- 


ſtitione, arbitrentur deas. Tuhcque Velledæ 
auctoritas adolevit. Nam proſperas Germar is 


res, et excidium legionum prædixerat. Tacil. 


80 
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So fine had the fallacious artiſt ſpun the 


web, that northern organs, in texture groſs, 
perceived it not. Brenno, whoſe honeſt 


heart ſtill beat An German blood, whoſe 
mind was till fettered with the hereditary 
_ deluſion, is all on fire to hear his coun- 
try's fate from the never-erring goddeſs ; 


and thus, impatient, urges the hero to aſcer- 
tain himſelf of the iſue deſtined to bis ar- 


duous * 


cc My Prince,“ ſaid he, « God and 


« good fortune have ſurely led us this way; 
«© within theſe foreſts lives the famous Hel- 


& leda ; ſhe knows the will of the gods, 


„ and whatever is to happen; nothing that 


« ſhe foretells ever fails. I entreat my 
6 Prince therefore to conſult her ; ſhe will 
« tel] him the certain iſſue of our under- 
« taking, and he may guide his ſteps by 
« her; if the anſwer prove favourable, 


cc what an encouragement to our troops |! 


“% You may alſo enquire concerning your 


" beloved e es and your father, whe- 
2 "0 ther 
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<« ther his life will be continued, and how 
c it ſhall come to a period. To the mean- 
<« eft perſon is FVelleda's mouth always open, 
4e and ſhe will fully inform you of every 
6e particular.” 


| h, who ſaw through the cloud 
of errour which involved thoſe illiterate 
climes, thus ſmiling, replyed to his well- 
meaning guide, Brenno, what can a mor- 
„tal born and nurtured like myſelf, inform 
% me? To foreſee events to come is the 
4 peculiar glory of the Supreme Deity, and 
<<. rarely, if ever, imparted to man. By 
« what tokens of divine intimacy has this 
<« Helleda's life been diſtinguiſhed ? and 
hat would my truſty friend have me 
4 enquire of her? Whether the Germans 
0 ſhall ſtill continue in diſgraceful ſub- 
„ miſſion? Whether Varus's corrupted ar- 
« my will long infeſt Teutonicł ground? 
& Whether it be lawful to break Rome's 
4. yoke, though ſo oppreflive and infa- 
„ mous? Whether we may revenge the 
« erying inſults of that lawleſs people ? 
a 8 „ Whe- 


cc 


4 
cc 


cc 

ec 
cc 
cc 
te 
te 
cc 
cc 
te 
cc 


cc 


oe * 
ex” 


6 a debaſement of ourſelves. 
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mans? Whether it be ſolely of Roman 
growth ? Whether the gods favour the 


diſturbers of the world ? Whether the 
Germans derive not their origin from the 


* ſame infinite Being? And whether, to 


overlook indignities be heroiſm ? This 
the God who has formed the earth and 
heavens in ſuch ſymmetry, and who di- 
rects their courſes and all human affairs 


with unſearchable wiſdom, has not im- 


parted to a woman! No; Brenno, this 


ſword and this ſpear are my augurs; it 


is in this heart alone that I look for the 
decrees of deſtiny ; ; intrepid perſeverance 
will be our beſt oracle : to conſult a 
woman is impiety againſt the gods, and 


. Men, Brenno, are to combat againſt 
the foe and againſt vice, confident that 
the gods favour juſtice; their courage is 
to be tempered with the moſt gentle 
anke 3 this is the behaviour which 

| * 3 « weaves 


749 
Whether liberty makes a nation wretch- 
ce ed? Whether virtue belongs to the Ro- 


150 AR MIN 1U8, or 


3 


weaves 5 the hero's moſt honourable 


wreath, The coward crouches at the 


feet of pride, his groveling ſoul ſoon, re- 
conciles itſelf to the yoke; but the 


brave, conſcious of inward ſuperiority, 
take fire at inſult. This is the Ger- 


man maxim, and revenge becomes ſa- 


cred when the recovery of freedom is its 


aim. This the Deity itſelf, in whoſe 
hand is the event of war, approves. of. 


He dwells not in wood and ſtone, but 
is preſent every where. Behold this wide 


expanſe, his glory ſbows itſelf in the 
ſun, and not leſs in the herbage of the 
field; the conſultations thou talkeſt of 
are only ſo many inſtances of man's 
_ wretched blindoeſs, and the pompous 
ſacrifices of Rame only ſwell the pride 


of their aſſuming prieſts. The Deity 
diſplays not in the entrails of victims 
what he would conceal from us, nor are 


his commands and prohibitions to be 


read in their blood. The times are now 


no more, when the gods oft gratified 
the raſh deſires of mortals, to ſee them 
„ when 
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« when they even ſat down at their tables, 
« eat out of the ſame diſh, and honoured. 
„them with familiar converſe. Who 
« knows indeed, whether ſuch times in re- 
6c ality ever had exiſtence, and* whether, 

„ like the dumb idols, theſe condeſcenſions 
e were not the viſionary errors of ſuper- 
« ſtition, or the fictions of fraud. How- 

ever, as the deluſion poſſeſſes the minds 

“ of Germans, and thou thyſelf ſeemeſt to 
« hold it ſacred, I will not treat thoſe re- 
46 yeries with contempt. I agree there- 
« fore to thy propoſal, and we will go and 
c hear what the diviner ſays, and whether 
ec ſhe will take upon her to declare hea- 
« ven's decrees. O that Truth would ſhed 
« her beaming influence on our land! 
« That the Germans would reject ſuch 
&« fallacies, and add reflection to their un- 
“ daunted courage.” * 


Brenno, elated with the hero's comply- 
ance, conducts him to Felleda's ſacred 
manſion, At ſight of them ſhe deigned 
_ 4 "50 
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to deſcend from her tower *, which ſhe 
bad cauſed; to be built on the banks of 
the Lippe. From this tower ſhe looked 
down on the extent of her ſovereignty, and 
| her numberleſs votaries, well knowing how 
detrimental to her divinity a clofer view 
might be, as leading to cloſer enquiries : 
whereas the reverence ſhe had acquired kept 
the people at a due diſtance from the tower. 
Only one ſelect perſon approached to pro- 
poſe the queſtion, and receive her anſwer. 
It was a ſingular mark of reſpect that ſhe 
now came down in perſon, and with her 

own mouth unfolded to Arminius the ſe- 
erets of deſtiny. Her looks beamed Joy» 


|  fure omen of felicity, and as ſuch, a tri- 


umphant ſpirit at once ſprung up in the 
leader's attendants, To them her counte- 
nance was as the voice of the propitious 


Sed coram adire alloquique Velledam 
negatum : arcebantur aſpectu quo venerationis 
plus ineſſet. Ipſa edita in turre: dilectus e 
propinq uis conſulta reſponſaque, ut internun- 
tius numinis, portabat. Tacit. lib. iv. Hitt. 


god. 
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god. The hero, with graceful attitude, 
advances to the place, never before trode 
without a trembling awe. Over the prieſt- 
eſs's gorgeous veſture waved a white mantle 
faſtened with ſtuds of gold, and her robe 
was girded with a glittering zone, an at- 
tire, well-ſuited to command ſuperſtition. 


« Leader,” ſaid ſhe, «+ the motive of 
« thy coming is known to me; I want 
% not words or looks to reveal the mind; 
„ to me have the gracious gods given to 
„ ſee into their decrees : and thus the fu- 
© ture events of times lie open to me, of 
times which in love they conceal from 
* mortals, and which even in me excite 
% no leſs terrour than joy: A knowledge 
" this, the chief value of which is the pre- 


4 eminence and the homage annexed. to 
66 37 : 
Bae 


Here a tear bedewed her ſwelling breaſt ; 
on which Arminius, with down-caſt eyes, 
requeſted her, as the motives of his com- 


ing were known, to reveal the determina- 
tion 
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tion of the gods concerning his aiterpeile 
on which e ene fate of g 


The trees md birds had "an "ue huſhed 
to «flew, and the moon's pale light now 
faintly broke through the charged clouds, 
The owls diſmal note alone undulated 

through the air, borne on the repetitions 
of a hoarſe echo. Human blood deepens 
| the horrour of Vellada's ſuperſtitions; a Ro- 

man captive, long before taken in an act of 
violence, was to be the victim “, pierced by 
wh e e ee the 


FT bey carryed with them prieſteſſes or pro- 
pheteſſes advanced in years; theſe were clad 


in white, with a mantle faſtencd with claſps: 


they had allo a golden beſpangled girdle, and 
went barefooted. On any captive's being 
brought to the camp, they ran to them with 


a4 c conſecrated knife in their hands, and throw- 


ing them on the ground, dragged them to a 
braſen veſſel containing about twenty common 
pails. Near the veſſel was a kind of ſtage, 
on which ſtood the chief prieſteſs. Here ſhe 

. | cut 
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chai ſteel, and his body 1550 8 
waſhed from every appearance of filth, -he / | 
was hung up by the feet to the limb of a 
tree, whilſt his blood flowed into a braſen 
veſſel. To ſuch a degree doth ſuperſtition 
miſlead mankind, and by its maddening in- 
fluence, are cuſtoms ſhocking to humanity | 
often ſeen among nations ocherwiſe poliſhed. = | 
How thou, O God! canſt ſee ſuch fran- _ 
tick deyotion, and not ſtretch out thine | 
. almighty arm, is not for us to canvaſs; 
far beyond the utmoſt! verge of human 
ken lies the _ e 


' 


Fallada rrembling ſtirs the reddening 
gore, takes it up with her hands, and lets | 
it fall again, viewing it with attentive eye. | 
After ſome time ſpent in theſe horrid cere- 
| monies, ſhe raifes herſelf, and with ani- 


cut the throats of the captives, whoſe heads 
were immeZiately brought to the veſſel's mouth = | 
for receiving the blood. This barbarity was 
an eſſential rite in their more ſolemn predie- 
tions, Oe. Barre, vol. * 


mated 
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| mated geſtures proclaims the divine de- 


&« Prince, an army falls by German va- 
© lour! What troops of ghoſts driven to 
6 the pale ſhades! Ye gods, what con- 
t querour is that whom I ſee! He ruſhes 
« onthe foe as if drunk with blood! What 
< ſlaughter accompanies his dreadful ſword ! 
„ Triumph! Triumph! thou glorious de- 
„ liverer of Germany! Yes; I ſee the 
« Romans routed; I ſee the bold Cheruſct 
e drive them before them; I ſee their 
broad ſwords flaming in the luxurious 

«© camp | I fee the broken eagles borne by 
Germans. Who is this victor? Is it not 
« Arminius? To him, O Germania! raiſe 
<< temples, pay divine Honours to thy De- 
te liverer! * 


« Yes, it is he; this will he achieve ; 3 
« he will break our yoke; and in vain, 
O Rome, ſhalt thou endeavour to avenge 
ee the diſgrace. Arminius ſhall be a pat- 
tern to future ages 3 the noble fire which 


40 burns 


„19 
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<< brave poſterity : let freſh eagles advance, 
c let Rome come on collecting all her thun- 


a der, they ſhall be repelled, their lain 


« ſhall deck our fields with their glittering 
% armour. But, O Prince after ſuch 
** ſucceſs, when by the acclaiming people 
de raiſed to ſovereignty, avoid diſſentions, 


&« and cheriſh concord; ſo'ſhall thy laurels 


& gouriſh in brighter verdure. If ever Ger- 
„ mania be overthrown, it muſt be by 
« German hands: againſt foreign violence 


cc our innate hardineſs and valour are im- 


“ pregnable ſenſes. Take this iron ring“, 


* and wear it as an incentive to revenge, 


— 


J Many of theſe retainers (the life-guards 


of princes) wear chains and an iron ring, in 
token of their ſlavery, till they obtain their li- 
berty by killing an enemy diſtinguiſhed for his 


valour. Some chooſe to wear the chain and 
ring even after ſuch a victory; and account- 


ing them honourable marks of a vow to de- 
vote themſelves to the nation, they do not 
lay them aſide in time of peace. Barre, vol. 1. 


c burns in him ſhall be perpetuated to a 


cc to 


* 7 — —_ 
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W474 


66 


( 


to 8 enmity againſt that deteſied 
blood juſt now ſhed by Velleda, and as 
an emblem of intimate conjunction with 
thy 21. 27 ; 


cc Lo! to my enraptured eyes new ſcenes 


of j joy open. Vonder I ſee the lofty ca- 


pitol in a blaze, and the ſpreading flame 
devouring R:me's palaces! Behold, ah, 


tranſporting fight ! the ſuperb Queen of 
our globe, the arrogant Empreſs of cities 
finking to a heap of ruins ! Rejoice, O 


avenged world! This ſhall be Rome's 
lot; ſuch is the decree of immutable fate. 
The ſtars ſhall deviate from their cour- 
ſes, in ruinous colliſion the ſolid earth 


be *cruſhed to uninhabitable fragments, 


and the ſun and moon themſelves become 
extinct, but the purpoſes of deſtiny have 
thus appointed; theſe no power can | 
avert, no en E 1 


Hers 1 2 e lee! 3 and 


2 leaves the place by credulous ig- 


norance 
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norance held ſacred; but Brenno now in 


all his deportment ſhowed an elevation of 
ſpirit, excited by the prieſteſs's words. His 
Prince ſmiles at the happy conceit. Under 
| ſequeſtered tree they betake themſelves 


to reſt, Arminius reclining on his faith- 


ful Brenno's boſom, whilſt Brenno ſhortens 


the night with gladdening ideas of victories 


and ſpoils, and of his Prince's refulgent 
glory. Now roſey-fingered morn unbarred 


the gates of light, and from the empurpled 


_ eaſt advancing, beſtrewed with dewy pearls 
the refreſhened earth, which rejoiced in the 
diſplay of her various beauties ; the bloom- 


ing mountains, the waving foreſts, the ſunny | 


_ plains, were all enriched with the libera- 
lity of Ceres, while the vivid flower and 


fruits of lovely hue preſented their glowing 


charms to the ſight: the early birds ſang 
on the branches, and an univerſal ſmile en- 
livened all nature. The glorious proſpect 


inſtantly diſpells the ſluggiſh remains of ſleep 


2 - from 
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| from the awakened travellers, and imparts 
a vigorous ſprightlineſs to their minds. 
Alert they purſue their journey, and by 
ſpeed recover the delay of the ſuperſtitious 
conſultation ; for ſuch to Arminius, though 
hk, it ſtill appeared. 
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© Deſcription of the greve where Uber af- 
ſembles the Cheruſci. He communicates to 

Edmund his ſentiments en the religion of 
the Germans, and exboris the people 10 
arenge the ſcandal brought upon them by 
Roman eppreſſi:n. He regulates the order 
of encampment, and produces a ſword of 
enormous ſize as a token ¶ the. command be 
had hitherto held. He draws it, but be- 
ing unable to hold it, it drops and wounds 

him in the fot. Segeſthes arrives, and 
endeavours to inſtil into. him a favouralle 
opinion ¶ the Romans. Siegmar's brave 
anſwer. He invit.s Segeſthes 10 a re- 
paſt. Segeſthes departs, Edmund 1 
ordered to intercept him, Arminius re- 
turns. Siegmar relates to UM what had 
paſſed, and the Fett 
t15fatlion. 
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XT EAR the eſer's delightful ſtream 
5 ſtood a conſecrated grove, the re- 
ſort of meditating bards ; the object of their 
contemplations was the Firſt Being, the 
primordial ſource of all other things. Their 
thoughts were loſt in his infinite nature: 
in vain did they endeavour to fathom-the 
| origin of Nature, and explain the proceſs 
of creative power; yet in every ſpire o 
graſs, in every leaf, even the rude eye of 
| ignorance diſcerned: a pre-exiſtent Being, 

Creator of the world, and of themſelves. 


de This 
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This ſacred place was the appointed ren- 
dezvous of the German warriours. Sieg - 
mar, awe- ſtruck, enters the hallowed grove, 
and thus his confident, his virtuous heart 
diſcloſes itſelf: Edmund, great is the hap- 
ce pineſs of the Germans, and heaven ſtill 
looks propitioufly on us; here we wor- 
« ſhip the gods in freedom and purity ; 
© our ſimple devotion needs not the pomp 
* of ceremonies. Rome, with all her ſplen- 
cc dour and literature, is ſhamefully impoſed 
s on by the artifices of her fallacious priefts ; z 
<« at the thunder's roar and the forked flaſh | 
« they tremble and cry, It is the voice of 
e the great Jupiter / If a hollow. moun- 
« tain alarm the neighbouring lands with 
&« firey exhalations, Vulcan is in a rage; 
« if overflowing ſprings burſt forth, and 
66 agitated rivers overtop their mounds, it 
« is Neptune with his trident works all 
e theſe diſorders; when the impetuous 
„ north wind ſweeps through the howling 
c foreſt, and levels the hurdled cottages, 
44 jt is Eels has let looſe its rage from the 

| «© cavern 


1 = 


paid to the benign Phoebus, 
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cavern. wherein that wiſe people pretend 


he keeps the impriſoned winds beneath 


his controul. When the genial ſun im- 


© pregnates the earth, and his welcome 
cc 


beams exhale the morning dew, diffuſing 
light and life throughout the gladdened 
world, their thanks are immediately 


ce Such credulity affords ſecret laughter 
to their prieſts, while another better 
taught in his own opinion, pities this 


well-meaning ſtupidity, though himſelf, 


at the ſame time equally erring, forms 
multitudes of gods, and crouds heaven 
and hell with his divinities; beaſts, birds, 
and herbs are deified ; the very night- 
owl, of odious ſhrieking, is worſhipped 
among them. Thus the ſtars, heaven 


and hell, and even the. woods themſelves 
"ſwarm with their fictitious deities. But 


to ſuch chimeras Germany is yet a 
ſtranger. We worſhip the Supreme Be- 
ing, according to that light which his 
| M 3 c boun- 
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+ bountiful hand has kindled within us, 
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a ſure guide to every one who does not 


previouſly extinguiſh it. His works de- 


clare him all- powerſul and wiſe; his na- 


ture we preſume not to ſcan. When 


violence, diſeaſe, or age bring us to our 
laſt gaſp, no terrours of future puniſh- 
ment aſſail us; he is the God of our life, 


the God alſo of our death. The ill- 


placed magnificence of temples, the 
ſculptured image and the poliſhed marble 


inlaid with gold, are unknown among 


us z we inſpe& no reeking entrails on 
conſecrated tables, no prying prieſt with 


bloody hands reſides among us, no bel- 


* lowing ſteer ſtarts up with us from the 


uplifted axe, Within our realms the 
feeble dove lives ſecure, and can ſangui- 
nary ſacrifices, the laughter of uſeful and 
innocent creatures be acceptable to the 


gods? Better to think there are no gods, 


than debaſe them with ſuch injurious 
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& In the natural temples of our umbra- 
& geous groves we chaunt forth our hymns 
- * to the Supreme Being; there we comme- 
© morate the exploits of our heroes; this 
* we do in grateful juſtice to them, though 
* not leſs our view in theſe ſolemnities, 
£f to raiſe emulation in the breaſts of our 
* progeny, to perpetuate noble ſentiments 
“ in their minds, to attemper the fire of 
ee youth with gentleneſs, to repreſent vir- 
« tue as amiable and fraught with happi- 
4% nefs, and to kindle in them an abhor- 
<* rence of vice and baſeneſs,” 


Thus ſpoke the ſage Siegmar and his 
faithful confidant, elevated with his com- 
municative diſcourſe, vowed to him a ſted- 
dy zeal in his enterpriſe, and a devotion 
to his ſervice. The hoary Prince replyed, 
with pleaſure unſpeakable, © I ſee in thee 
ﬆ the ſure marks of an honeſt indignation z 
« thy glowing viſage, thy ſparkling eye, 
2 prove thee an intrepid warriour, and aſſure 
me of thine ardour in the day of conteſt, 

| M4 = 6 us. 
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to revenge the inſults of Rome, of that 
lawleſs nation, which ravages our inhe- 
ritance, and who with the pomp of idols, 


has profaned the ſacred ſimplicity of our 


groves. Liſten. then, fellow-ſoldier ; 
my voice, though faint, is the voice of 
virtue, and never has it yet been heard 


but for the publick good; void of de- 
ceit are my words, and it is virtue alone 


can animate my feebleneſs to give them 


| utter ance. 


„ Theſe dominions, in which the Ro- 


cc. 


"7: 
cc 
cc 
cc 
ce 
cc 
ce 
T 


46 


mans, thoſe uſurpers of the world, have | 
pitched their camp, theſe dominions the 


gods beſtowed on our forefathers ; and 
they tranſmitted to us. Let us then be 


equally juſt to our deſcendants; here 
our anceſtors lived in, profound peace, 
and ſo too had we lived. if not de- 
bauched by avarice, and the love of fo- 
reign toys. But wide as Rome's domains | 
are, ſtill are they too narrow for her un- 
* fatiable deſires. The plains of Italy could 

«© not 


not content thoſe impious wretches ; 


their once boaſted liberty fell beneath 
the multitude of their vices; and how 


many countries have drank in the blood 


of their brave inhabitants, ſlain by the 
murtherous ſwords of the Romans. Their 
ambitious rage has even carryed them in- 


to climes where the ſun, to us ſo kindly, 


darts down a baneful heat, ſcarce ſup- 
PR by any human being. 


« By a fiQitious virtue they impoſed e on 
unſuſpecting nations; ſtates and princes 
confided in their faith, and in their con- 
fidence met with undermining treachery, 
Where-ever a Roman once: ſets his in- 
auſpicious foot, diſtreſs and war ſoon fol- 


low; deſtruction was the drift of their 


courteſy; by them all nations have ſuc- 
ceſſively been ſet in a flame, to extinguiſh 


which, rivers of blood have flowed. Did 


not Byjorich *, that hero whoſe merits 


1 „ Bojorich was the chief of the Cymbri, who 
after ſeveral times defeating the Ramen, 
9 Rene! itſelf. Barre, book i i. p. 30. 
| «© no 
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& no honours could ſurpaſs, fall into their 
& ſnares! Was he not led a captive, and 


* in chains before their triumphal car! 


& Have not the heads of princes been ig- 
. nominiouſly ſevered by Roman axes ! 
& Has not Carthage herſelf ſunk under 
4 Rome's deceits! Has not Aſia felt her 


„ falſchood, even amidſt the ſanction of 


<« the cloſeſt alliance l! The puniſhment 
£6 of her vices has indeed fallen upon her. 
& Romans raging againſt Romans in mu- 
© tual carnage, fathers themſelves have 


& fallen by their hands; ſons and brothers 


& made a merit of killing brothers in the 
* tumult of contending factions. 


“ The flagitious robbers now advance, | 


— make booty of our catile, and drive the 
* natives from their dwellings; the impe- 
e rious wood, the fallow lands, every 


C part they ſeiſe on; nothing is leſt to us; 


6. and what is worſe, our helpleſs per- 


„ ſons themſelves will they hold bound in 


_ # cperciye chains, They will make a 


66 mockery : 
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* mockery of us, or employ us in ſordid 
ſervitude, and our martial hands will be 
debaſed in carrying ſervile burthens; nay, 
in the wantonneſs of their merriment, 
« or f@ mere diverſion, ſhall Germans be 
60 W in their ſhouting ne, 


K 
A 


8e If they did not hold out ſhackles to us 

& on the points of their ſpears, and threaten 
"mM our oppoſition with war, yet will vice 
„ ſubdue thoſe who have withſtood: the 
0 ſword, and fit us for their vile purpoſes. 
4% How. many have their blandiſhments al- 
80 ready ſeduced, while others have bar- 
& tered away their love of Germany, their 
c honour, and even their ſentiments of na- f | ö 
ture; the fooliſh pride of ſome has been | 1 
« led away into defeCtion, by ſeeing a ſon | | g 
« dignified with the Roman prieſthood, oo 
& and decked with their gorgeous veſt- | 5 
* ments. O happy times of virtuous rude- Lil 
e neſs! when unknown the enticing glare 
of pomp! heroick princes then reigned = | 
1. over affectionate * and the vir- | i 
TE. 6&6 tue 
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cc tue of the one ſucceeded the fidelity of 
the other, while both were above the 
& reach of foreign artifices. 


« If as I ruſt, to theſe li thou art 


* not inſenſible, join thy ſword" to that 


« of my ſon. Arminius will rouſe ſleep- 
ing virtue; and oh, that Flavius ſtill re- 
* tained the ſpirit of his anceſtors! Rome 
« hath alienated his ſpirit from me. Oh, 


< that heaven's righteous thunderbolts may 


* ſtrike the degenerate traitor dead! Oh, 


« torturing rememberance, to know that! 
have a ſon who rejoices in Germania's 


& diſgrace, and in Rome's grandeur ! Two 
“ ſons but how different! One 
from effeminate Italy borrows carriage, 
© manners, temper, and even. a name. 
Arminius ſtill remains my comfort ; in his 
* blue eyes beams the ſpirit of his anceſtors ; 

his brave arm thundering vengeance on 


«© the rapacious foe, will again . youth 


4 to theſe * hairs. 
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« There was a time when [I led out the | 
troops myſelf, but age has now unnerved 
my arm, and I acknowledge your choice 


in my ſon. May he approve himſelf 


worthy of it. May Reme, in the va- 


rious arts he has there learned, have pre- 
pared him to be her conqueror. Do not 
imagine that the Romans hold you in no 
account ; the force of your arms' were 


felt, by Cæ ſar himſelf, a far different 


kind of warriour from Varus; none were 


better verſed than him in ſagacious plans, 
none more. bold than he in the execu- 


tion; yet him Arioviſtus defied to the 


bloody conteſt, and ſhall we, under 
ſuch ignominious threats, and againſt 
ſuch a chief, ſhow ourſelves backward ? 
Not one ſtroke hazarded for our freedom 
and our dwellings, the mercileſs foe, 


you (ee, will not leave us our very fens 
and foreſts. 


3 Catti, ye Chanci, ye Hifi 7% aid 


« Marfans, famed for valorous deeds, and 


9 | 6 a "_— 


CCC eats 


PPP 
— 


. 
I 


— x 
45 GE 4743 — — * 
—— 


. 


_— 


” 


174 ARMINIUS, of 


9 a love to Germany, join your 
| & forces to ours; the diſpoſitions of the 
% Marcomanni I hourly expect to hear of 
by my ſon, whom I have diſpatched for 
44 that purpoſe to Marbod's court.” Thus 
ſpoke the venerable chief; and at every 
word a ſympathetick glow roſe in his ma- 
jeftick countenance, which diffuſed its fire 
through the whole audience, even the ge- 

nerous fire of patriotiſm 3 3 as the forcible 

oratour who accompanies the thunder of 

his eloquence with expreſſive geſtures, di- 

rects the minds of the publick, whether be 
aſſuage the tumult or kindle revenge againſt 

abuſed power, and whatever it be, brings 

ovet the ductile people to his purpoſe, 


rr ( ates cd — n OY 


A forighitlineſs runs now from rank to 
rank ; their generous blood fluſhing in their 

© cheeks, expreſſes the ardour of their hearts 3 
while ſhouts on ſhouts, mingled with the 
din of claſhing weapons, are returned in 
ſofter ſounds from the diſtant echoes. To 
each * the wary Siegmar afligns a camp, 

7 5 | 855 covered 
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covered in by thick woods, or in lonely 
fens ſequeſtred, there to wait the reinforce- 
ments, without rouſing Varus from his ſu- 
pineneſs, ſo favourable to the arming of free- 
dom's champions. A well-timed delay often 
leads to victory, while precipitation ſtumbles 

into ſlaughter and diſgrace, So the aged 
chief reſtrained the impetuous youth, and 
with his cautious prudence corrected their 
fermenting ſpirits. 


The 1 tribes lay themſelves down 
in exact order, but without tents; pomp to 
theſe home-bred Germans was as yet un- 
known, and even conveniency itſelf diſre- 
garded by them. A covert of interleaved 
boughs formed the pavilion of their chief; 
his bed the hide of a beaſt ; his pillow a 
' ſaddle; his table a rough hewn block, and 


his food as ſuitable thereto, coarſe and gp 
ſimple. Here he laid down his ſceptre, 


now conferred on Arminius. This was a 
ſword of enormous ſize, to freedom and 
glory devoted ; with fearful eye and trem- 


; bling arm he roſa himſelf of it, and thus 


ſpeaks. 
8 
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ſpeaks. © O weapon ! which age diſables 
C me from wielding, i impairing my ſtrength 
<& amidſt the unabated vigour of my mind; 
00 my Arminius now is to gird thee to his 
& ſide, and in his hands rather than ſpare 
„ a Roman mayeſt thou break to ſhivers. 
& That I have not diſgraced thee I call to 
& witneſs the ghoſts of thoſe many who 
«have been ſlain by my hand; and may 
. * Arminius forfeit thee if he fail doing thee 
* equal honour. Never mayeſt thou be 
& oraſped by an unworthy hand.” 
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So ſaying, he eſſayed to unſheath the ſa- 

cred weapon; but ſtraightway it dropped 
from his enfeebled hand ; ; and on his veiny 
feet fell the keen edge. Herbs of healing vir- 
tue are ſoon brought with diligent ſearch to 
ſtench the guſhing blood: in vain would 

age ſtrive to run the career of youth; let 

the worn · out ſteed enjoy deſerved N » 
Segeſthes, mercenary prince! 1 haſ- 
tens on his baſe purpoſe ; he arrives, ſtops ; 
WE. Hy appearance of the Cheruſci 

aſtoniſhes 1 
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aftoniſhes him. He debates within himſelf, 
whether it were not meet that he ſhould re- 
turn, and inform Varus of what he had ſeen, - 
or whether it would not be better to explore 
what all this ſnow of arms portended. As 
a ſtrayed traveller who pauſes at a croſs- 
way ſtrikes at laſt into ſome path, uncer- 
tain whether he be right, ſo heſitated the 


chief, till his return to the Prætor fixed his 


will; but guards ſoon ſurround the ſtranger, 
and danger now ſoftens his imperiouſneſs; 

he defires admittance to the leader of the 
well - appointed troops. Eager they conduct 
him to Siegmar's verdant hut, but how differ- 
ent from Sege/thes his palace! His treacherous 

heart ſhaking off its ſurpriſe at ſeeing the 

hoary chief, now forms its whole ſcheme 
of deceit. Now Di/cord too ſmiles with the 
hopes of ſeeing her aim to embroil the two 
' chiefs accompliſhed. 


Deign, O muſe, to relate the words 
a" by her to the deceitful rt efthes ; 
Vor. J. * | his 
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his ſmooth deportment, the meek caſt of 
his half-cloſed eye, the inſinuating accents, 
the blandiſhments upon which he. veiled 
His atrocious deſign, and his confuſion, the 
effect of conſcious guilt, when he unco- 
vered the gilded poinard ; for to thee all 
vale things are known, 


i 3 *” ſaid he, our tribes are 
full of thy praiſe; but to thy wiſdom, 
« thy valour, and uncorrupted love of thy 
country, none pay a greater regard than 
«© myſelf; on thee have I formed my plan 

„ of government, as the beſt model; but 
the defeRtive imitation oft embitters me 
% with painful ſhame, ſo that I have 
e withed thy perfections leſs ; thy reſplen- 
dent merit obſcured, by ſome foibles : I 
6, conceal not my envy from thee ; but itis 
& an envy that increaſes the verdure of thoſe 
“ laurels which the applauding univerſe 
<:wreaths for thy brows, and which will 
<< be the admiration of fucceeding heroes, 


tic 1 « emulous 
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c emulous of wy the Siegmars of their 
5e time. | 


ce Ot my HY for the eminent avs 
of thy worthy ſon, of my joy that Ger- 

many has ſuch a hero, I have already 
« given the greateſt proof; my daugh- 
ter, than whom a fairer maiden breathes 
cc 


not German air, the comfort, the pride 
& of my age, moſt willingly have I betro- 
e thed to his arms. From this marriage 


I ſee iſſue a progeny like themſelves: 
<« The raviſhing idea makes me weep with 
7 Joy * bod 


cc 


ce 
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3 tears fuffuſed his zfidious eyes 
and after a pauſe of feigned emotion he 
thus went on, his flagitious heart being 
2 in dark diſſimulation: Excuſe, 
cc ” ſaid he, ce theſe humid eyes; 
tc 1 tears flow from paternal love; 
6c thy heart no leſs tender than noble, | 
* khows all its force. But where is 
be © Arthinins ? I fee him not, Where is 
| b N 2 e the 


ao ARMIN IU S, « 


te the peerleſs youth, whoſe uncommon 
&« endowments promiſe ſo much happi- 
% neſs to my beloved daughter, and ſuch 
& comfort to my declining years: even in 
« death ſhall I exult, that his brave hand 
«© cloſes my failing eyes; and if the de- 
* parted ſoul has any knowledge of world- ; 
16 ly tranſactions, his achievements ſhall 
©« be my higheſt joy; and that auſpicious 
“% day, wherein 7 huſnelde ſhall be joined 
«to Arminius, will I ever ſolemnize with 
dc yows for their welfare, and with thankſ- | 
« oiving to the _ | 


J muſt now make known to live, 
c moſt excellent Prince ! and my heart 


&« gyerflows with; Joy, that indulgent Varus =} 


. & has reſtored my children to my arms 
*. Rome now ſheaths her ſword; ; Inſtead 
Ko conquering, ſhe would employ on- 
«ly gentle clemency, by clemency ge- 
0 nerous hearts are moſt impreſſed: let 
* not me * then of an innate pride 
GY & lead 
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< lead us on to Wendet enmity, The 


ce 
ce 


ce 


cc 


Cs 


ſervitude threatened by the Romans bears 
indeed an odious aſpect, but a voluntary 
ſubmiſſion will make it light; under this 
even many are the advantages attend- 
ing it; arts, commerce, refinements of 
manners, equivalents ſufficient for a wild 


| ORR 


40: Thy manners, I know, admit of no 


improvement; but let Siegmar caſt a 
compaſſionate eye on the groveling no- 
tions of the people. Their inveterate 


barbariſm ſpurns at amendment; and 
in their ſmokey cottages their care con- 
fines itſelf to coarſe neceſſaries; comfort- 


leſs and ſavage is their manner of life: it 
calls aloud for their ruler's care ; but never 
is national welfare promoted by the rage 


of war; it is by peace and arts that they 


muſt emerge from their groveling wretch- 
edneſs. Of every thing that is praiſe- 


worthy, and conducive to man's benefit, 


N 3 28 & war 
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« war at once arreſts the growth; na- 
« ture languiſhes under its deſtructive in- 
6 fluehce : Oh, bleſſed the peaceful times, 
tt when the chearful ruſtick in no dan- 
«& ger of being torn from his weeping fa- 
% mily, followed his toils with ſafety ; 
ee when no ravaged fields, no cottages were 
& ſeen flaming, when neighbours mutual- 
c ]y interchanged kind offices with other, 
% and when our groves rang with feſtive 
8 ee to * n . 


& Such delights Varus now o ers - uch 

% alone could induce SgHbes clande- 
< ſtinely to repair to the Roman camp, 
ze and hold familiar conference with the 

&« chiefs, elſe, like thyſelf, had he ap- 
* peared in arms; but, truſt me, good 
2 policy forbids all hoſtile ſhow ; to draw 
ee the ſword now ls an act of phrenſy, of 
* unſupported revenge. Thou, O Prince, 
% knoweſt the Germans, their ignorance 


4. of n war, their refractory pride, 
and 
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ce and how little any unity is to be ex- 
66 pected n them. 


cc 


66 Is Auguſtus, ever triumphant, whoſe 
ſuperiority the ſubject univerſe owns, 


„ to be vanquiſhed by Germans, by war- 


c 


riours armed with wooden weapons? 


Can their naked bodies vie with {kill 
and armour ? Are the Romans to be 


routed as we ſcare the beaſts of our fa- 


reſts? No, Prince; and though this 
might be expected from Arminius, for 


of what is he not capable, yet let us hot 
reject the advantageous friendſhip of an 


empire, which throughout her whole ex- 


tent, and that extent how vaſt | culti- 


vates whatever tends to honour and pro- 
ſperity, and delights in communicating 
theſe improvements to her dependents. 


This Sege/thes avers ; and Varus will con- 


firm it to thee; haſte thee to him, and 


© myſelf will be the hoſtage for thy ſafe 


« return and gracious treatment. Go to 
52 


his camp, and there, in Raman grandeur, 


9 N 4 oy wilt 


14 ARMINIUS, & 


cc wilt thou have a comparative view of our 
'©& weakneſs : there be convinced of the in- 

6 utility of German efforts againſt ſuch ** 
ec cipline and power.” 


Here his guileful cds e oy 
Siegmar, though diſpleaſed at his flattery 
of himſelf, and his injurious mockery of 
his country, yet thus, with a ſmile of con- 
tempt, expreſſed the ſteady probity of his 


heart: avowed reſentment had done the 


; hireling too much honour. 


7 66 My friend, 3 haſt ok SSI 


ec in foreign refinements, and never Ger- 


«© man before ſpoke ſo like a Roman; art- 
4 ful and ſoothing as they; but I who am 
<< rude of ſpeech, German like, deliver the 


c rough ſentiments of an honeſt. heart; 


c therefore forgive thoſe defects of cour- 
* tely, which my reply to thy propoſal 
4 may carry with it. Thou ſayeſt, the 
«© unjverſe has ſubmitted to their all- con- 
cc us eagles :. is it not manifeſt, that 
1 - «6 to 
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to perfidy, to guile, to bribery, and to 
every ſiniſter art they owe their con- 


queſts; by fraud and violence the firſt 
Romans -peopled their infant city, and 
| worthy deſcendants theſe of ſuch anceſ- 


tors. If a tyrant exalts himſelf, and 
in rapacious avarice ſeiſes on the well- 


fed oxen and the fertile field, ſhould re- 
ſiſtance fail, the barren woods ſtill af- 


ford a ſecure retreat from violence but 
that now is not to be hoped for; if this 
Varus of thine allows us this dteary re- 


ceſs, what requires he of me? In ſtay 
let Cæſar reign, let him wield his hated 


ſceptre every where, here alone he ſhall 
not; here no rank ſhall be a protection 


to Roman principles; here ſtill a Ger- 


man will I glory in that name, and Go 
honour to it by my actions. 


66 17 Sepeſthes be indined to bear the 
Roman yoke, in his eyes ſo eaſy and ho- 
nourable, if he affects to ſtand in the ca- 

« pitol 


: 
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© pitol in molten brafs among other wor- 
& thies, charmed with Rome's refinements, 
e Jet him go and plume himſelf in the fa- 
« your of that ſuperb empire. Siegmar 
& ſees through her artifices, however co- 


< loured by thee, her unworthy meſſen- 
ger; and never ſhall the cloſe of his 


„ decaying life diſgrace his unblemiſhed 
<< manhood, never ſhall he betray a faith- 
«© ful people into ſervitude. Should my fon, 
like thine, be a prieſt of Auguſtus, and 
jn fantaſtical rites, timid hypocrite} ſend 
up forced fighs to their deaf deities ; 
„ ſhall we therefore court the Roman 
«© yoke, and in acknowledgement abſurd!y 
é burn incenſe on their blazing altars. 


No, Segeſi bes, my Ae wal do 


e whatever, can be done, to warn the 


46 people againſt that ſlumber into which 


s thou wouldeſt lull them. What are ele- 

, gance, opulence, and the ornaments of 

life? They cannot balance the forfeiture 

> _ ; | : "41 of 
OT 
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« of honour; beſides, to my dimmed eyes 


6 


they ſhine not: I have viewed them 


without deſire: the freedom of Ger- 


many, the good of my people has ever 
been the great incentive of all my ac- 
tions; theſe my Arminius and I will 
maintain. — — Has Varus any thing 
to ſay to me, I am here: as I have no- 
thing to ſay to him, I ſhall not go to 


meet him: Ceremony and revelry ill 


agree with my age. I boaſt not, Segeſ- 
thes, a taſte ſo refined, as amidſt de- 
crepid old - age to affect the delights of 
youth z— quiet is now my chief delight. 
Once more, if Varus would confer with 


me, here I am; this is my final anſwer: 
go to him I ſhall not. But if your pa- 
late be not quite eſtranged from German 


fare, I cordially invite you to a repaſt; 
we pride not ourſelves on Jarge tables, 
loaded with unknown meſſes ; little 
verſed are we in the art of mingling va- 


rious kinds of * but freedom, tem- 
| © perance, 


ct perance, and 2 give a reliſh to 
our homely diet.“ 


Thus rebuked he the inſidious chief, 
who was now meditating freſh allurements 

for when did ſhame ever yet ſilence vice? 
Expeit in looks, tears, and geſtures, it 
withſtands all rebuffs ; and inexhauſtible in 
Its artifices, whether it ſmiles or weeps, is 
fill brooding fell deſigns. Szge/thes con- 
cealed the venom of his rancorous breaſt, 
under a vein of pleaſantry, and rallied Sig- 
mar's virtue as obſolete, The hero, with 
plain hoſpitality, ordered his board to be 
covered; but how different the regale 
from Varus's corrupting banquet! No fo- 
reign liquors were here ſerved up, no wines 
mingled in chryſtal glaſſes; native mead * 
was the richeſt cordial, and in a wooden 
| bowl did its clearneſs fn the allured 


> Il Dioderus N part II. book v. * 
that the G«uls, beſides beer, had another drink 
made of honey and water, The like is related 
by the oratour Priſeus, of the Goth. and Huns. 

ile himſelf uſed a wooden cup. 


3 
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” eye; though mean the veſſel intrinſically, 
when compared with Roman gold, yet, if 
Opinion adds worth to things, equal was 
it to it in Siegmar s eſteem. He empties 
it with a glowing viſage; his wiſh, De- 
feat and diſgrace to Roman injuſtice | Se- 
geſibes ſeeing his artifices retorted, and 
enraged at the diſappointment, degrading 
him in Czſar's eye, abruptly mounts his 
ſteed, bent on ſpreading war and deſola- 


; | tion among the kindred tribes. 


Siegmar beckoning to Edmund, char- 
ged him with a commiſſion for preventing 
the malignant Segeſibes, for fo the publick 
ſafety required; the moſt exalted virtue is 
often obliged to have recourſe to ſtrata- 
gem, when an open confidence would aid 
hoſtile deſigns. The baffled inveigler was 
now haſtening with -rancorous ſpeed to 
Varus, when Edmund, more expeditious 
in bis fidelity, at the head of a party, ſur- 
[rounds him and brings him back. In the 
mean time Arminius arrives in the grove, 
| | NN On ws 2 


cc 
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and with joy * his people had prevented 
bis wiſhes, and ſtood prepared with all their 
inſtruments of war. He informed Siegmar 
of the event of his embaſſy, in whoſe breaſt 
bis delay had raiſed ſuſpicion of the corrup- 

tion of Marbod's court. This, however, 
ſhakes not the hoary Prince's reſolution, 
but thus firmly he addreſſes his ſon, his 
ſureſt hope, at this important criſis, 


ce 1 what glory is e to 
* thee! Thanked for it be the great gods! 

* This cheers me under my decay. O! 
«« the tranſport of ſeeing honours perpetu- | 
te ated to my progeny. Folly. were it in 
me to attempt feats of arms; my tor- | 
e pid blood checks my deſires. However, 
« if I am unable to mingle in the raging 
« field, and to inflame the joined battle by 
< intrepid activity, yet may my counſels, 
e founded on long experience, aid thy va- 
& Jour. I know thy heart is no longer 
ce thine ; Th»ſnelde poſſeſſes it, and Rill 1 
6 aſſent to che * paſſion; but knoweſt 


„ thou | 


. CC 
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ee thou what a ſcandal Segeſibes has in 
view for thee ! Thou art to receive het 
as a gift from Rome! Thus when the 
© uniting ceremony ſhall be performed, if 
« thus received, that ceremony, at once, 
diflolves the band of German liberty. 


T Suppreſs the conflict, if ought can rival 
e Germany. I am no ſtranger to Thuſnelde's 
„ virtue; ſhe towers above her ſex. 1 
& know thy generous ſentiments ; I ſee all 
& myſelf improved in thee I conjure thee, 
« adhere to the paths of honour; prefer 
„ the bleſſings of a people to the endear- 
« ments of beauty; let not Sege/thes per- 
4 ceive thy weakneſs ; bluntly turn a deaf 
4 ear to his inſidious tongue, left it taint 
« thy virtue, and let the love of thy coun- 
wh be thy predominant paſkon ; let pre- 
« cious liberty be ever in thine eye, the 
" ſcope, the ſoul of thy whole conduct.“ 


1. 


| Theſe words were the eFufions of a heart 
ſo ardent, ſo affected with the ſubject, that 
all the vivacity of youth ſparkled in Sieg- 


mars 
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mar's 11650 face, and his heated blood cir- 
culated with a Jane ny | 


He now proceeded to acquaint, Arminius 
with the venality of Segeſtbes; his treache- 
tous viſit, his enſnaring diſcourſe, the recep- 
tion he had given him, his abrupt depar- 
ture, and how, out of a conſideration for 
the publick good, he had ſent Edmund in 
purſuit of him, whereby be was now de- 8 
tained a ne 


Arminius rejoiced at his father's firmneſs 
and prudence; and enamoured as he was 
with Thuſnelde, yet adviſed Siegmar to keep 
the father in cloſe confinement till he ſhould 
' openly declare for Germania's liberty. Ar- 
minius, not deigning expoſtulation, treats 
the diſpirited Segeſihes with a mortifying con- 
tempt. Not a day paſſes, but the experi- 
enced chief, to fit his men for diſtinguiſhed 
exploits, inſtructs them in new modes of 
war, and in all the reſources of diſcipline. 
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